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O repair the fault of having perſwa- 
ded ſome of you, ( Ladies) to do for- 
merly what you ought not, I have now 
| taken in hand to adviſe you all, to do 
what you ought ; which is to abandon the idle fol- 
lies, and paſtimes of a vain Londonlife, and to 
embrace the bleſſed comfort and ' apt of pure 
Tunocence and Vertue, which is the moſt excelent 
and charming beauty of the Soul ; and which, 
among other wertues of wiſdom, Solomon com- 
jure as the choiceſt perteftion in your Sex, 
when he tells you, that a Woman that feareth 
rhe Lord ſhall'be praiſed ; /o that a religious life 
is the moſt 7 mots reſemblance of your beauty, and 
not any pride or affefed vanity, that can make 
you commendable, for they rather like blemiſhes _ 
ſtain your native Colours and Complexion, deface 
p22 A3 the 


kd. es Ima: mud; Bs at; 
LBS © hi 52 
= . 


The EPISTLE tothe 


the Image of your vertue, and ſully the glory of 
your reputation; ſo that Ladies, 'tis not your 
looking well, but your living ſo, that adds a 
Grace and Ornament to your Beauty, that brigh- 
tens you. like Stars ſhining in the Heavens ; 
and therefore when your vertue like the Queens 
Daughter ſhines all glorious within, thex you 
may be ſaid to come neareſt to the nature of An- 

gelical purity, or to the beauty of that holineſs 
which is Heavenly. \- 2 
My defign therefore here is not to Praiſe or 
Complement your natural features, but rather to 
, reprove or regulate your Vanities, #of fo court 
your perſons but to reform your lives; and tho 7 
am ſenſible, that the Harangues of Court Com- 
plements and Praiſes, are the Cuſtomary civilitics 
given you in all Books made publick in your 
Names, yet I ſhall now ſpare that uſual Comple- 
ment to you, and trouble to my ſelf, being now 
become a rebel to beauties ſovereign power ; for 
as the blemiſhes of age, forbid all Ladies fancy- 
ing me, ſoit abſolves me from any neceſſity of 
Courting them'; and therefore for fuch Ladies 
as are truly good, their own wvertues. will com- 
mend them, nor can they receive any diſaduan- 
tage, by what Iwrite of the vanities of others, no 
more, than that the Sun can fall ſhort of its 
glory, for that *tis ſometimes encircled with a 

Cloud. 

But nowTadies give me leave, before I pro- 
ceed any farther upon this Subjeft, to become my 
| own 


x 


- nities (La 


- Modiſh Ladies of the Age. 
own Confeſſor, and to tell you, both to my own 
ſhame and trouble, the reaſons how theſe dif- 
courſes, come tobe expoſed to publick view and 
cenſure, and this (1 am ſure) will be a favour, 
fince "tis ſo unuſual for you to hear the plain truth 
#n this falſe Romantick age, where ſcarce any 
thing but Complements appear in publick-(eſpe- 
cially in vain Ladies company ) vertue and truth 
being little efteemed, and leſs followed; yet not 
to detain you longer, Twill here freely tell you 
the true real motives and occafion of publiſhing 
theſe Diſcourſes, which was zot ('1'll aſſure you) 
for any affefted vanity or conceit of my own wit 
or learning, to which I can have no pretence (ot 
having been ever bred a Scholar) mor yet 
through any natural averſion #o Women, as if / 
deſigned to affront them, by detefing their vices ; 
for alas (1 muſt ingenuonſly- own) that has been 
too much the fond inclination and vanity of my 
life ; but I was ſolicited hereto by the Importu- 
wities of a Lady, to whom I had ſome time ago 
preſented ſome. of theſe Diſcourſes, as they were 
indeed jultly due to her,whoſe diſcourſe of your var 

ies) gave the firſt birth ro this unhap- 
py oft-ſpring,and was the occaſion of my rambling 
thoughts upon this Subjeft, never defign'd by we 
to appear abroad, had not this Lady firſt, unknown 
to me, ſent a Copy to the Printer, of which after- 
wards giving me ſome kind of Inclination, I'was 
obliged (in my own right) to review the Origi- 
wal, and'ſo to publiſh it #nder the CharaCter that 
| Aq_ | you 
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you - wow receive it; ſince I found, that 1 could wet 
chil. it ie. (04 1 defigned?) wholly. to fupprefſs it's 
and. what favoured this adventure the more, was, 
that b2ing-newlyfreed from pablick bufineſs,'(as 
being, difplaced from my Military Command) T 

d my ſelf now more than ever the\Maſter of 


my own'thoughts and buſmeſs, aud fo {cane to 
_ fancy: that aCountryprivate life, would ſuit beft 


with'my own retired humor, and xarrow'forrune, 
which I entredinto remryyen a Tear: fmce'; and 
being than a franger to all my Neighbours a- 
broad, 1 was\forced: to make acquaintance at home 
ani to:bring me acquainted with\my ſelf, foasto 
beable to entertain my ſelf alone, with my ſelf; (a 
thing mot at all-in faſhion among you vain Ladies) 
and being thus retired out of the 'Tumultuous 
crowdsaxd hurries'of London, and. the trouble 
of a publick Employment, 7 reſolved tomake it 
my buſmnefſs.to take aſtrift examination of my. own 
life, and faults, 'and"\'inthe large'Myſter-Roll 
of them, [ found inthe firſt rank of my vices, an 
zl and fooliſh diſtemper of loving and delight- 
ing 200 much in the Company of you vain hand: 
ſome Ladies, and that. it was a fault Twasearly 
zmclined to, long infefed with, and had waſted 
700 'much of my time and expence about ; and. in 
the ſad mortifying humor I was then in, I took 
a reſolation of baniſhing that dearly beloved 
and Delilahiwvice ; and Icould think of no better 
expedient toeffett'my defign.than tewrite a bill of 
Divorce, by pabtliſhing defiance, and proclaiming 
-: War 
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Tar againſt all Womens teauty, but. yet todo 
#, pit. as much reſpet, tenderneſs, and juſtice 
&« dceuld; ſo that. 1 now make my Confeſſion 
beforehand, that I bave here painted the vain 
Ladies Eves much worſe thas 1 truly think they 
are ; meerly to make my own life a little better 
than "tis; wfmg the ſame way as they do, tomend 
crooked ticks, overbend one fide in order to 
make the other ſtrait. 
nd therefore ( vain Ladies) 7 humbly bin 
your pardon, for being here ſo Uncourtier-like, 
Clownifſh and ill bred as to tell you here (what 
1 ſhall \bereafter,) that *twere much better, if 
you would think more of the telicities of the other 
World, and leſs of the vanities of this; and 
that-:you would be as much _— for the 
good ſtate of your Souls, as you are for the good 
looks fy our faces ; for the yg conclude Ladies, 
You Wou ia pray more at Church, and talk leſs 
abroad among your ſelves j for really many of you 
little confider, what you ſpeak, ſo it be but much, 
for then you fancy it muſt be good, becauſe * tis 
French like, which has .made it ſo in faſhi- 
0n, as if much talking were the grand Liberty of 
the She Subjedt, and the chief Doftrin in that 
good Book, called The Ladies Calling, andtho 
we read that S. Paul recommends the Dofrine 
of Silence, .yet 'tis xot a Modiſh precept for this 
Age, becauſe not according to the Frenchbelle- 
aſſurance /o mach in 'faſhion among the Ladies, 
who cry up Confidence to ſo high a degree in "i 
- |: | $EP |: 
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they ſay or-do,' that it i paſſes now for good beha- 
wiour, and. much pratling for great Ingenuity, 
when to talk much, tho to no purpoſe, uu to be 
witty. © | 

Therefore Ladies for you who affe this vani- 
ty, Tpray refiett a little on the, great difference 
between the French breeding, that teacheth you 
to talk much, and S. Paul's Lefſonthat-orders you 
to learn Silence, (if it were indeed poſſkble to argue | 
you Talkative Ladies into thi belief, ) for many 
among you rally at $. Paul, ſaying, Tho he was 
called Saint, yet he was never bred aCourtier ; 
and tho he ended his days at Rome, yet he never 
ſpent any of his time at Paris or London, and 
therefore his Doftrin of Silence 1 as much out of 
faſhion among the witty Ladies of the Age, as ver- 
tue is among, our young vais Gallants, or indeed 
« ſtrift pious life with both, | 

Really among moſt of you ( Ladies, Religion 
3s grown but a meer Sunday Devotion, or little 
elſe, than an outward Church-Ceremony, where 
(1 am afraid) many of you go more out of Cuſtom, 
. than for Devotion; more. for Companies ſake, 
than to praiſe God; more to ſee the young Men, 
than to hear the Preacher, minding more how 
they look, than what he ſays. - | 

If ax old Man prays with Zeal, he is gazed 
on, and often ſcoffed at for an antick piece of 
mortality ; if a young Man appears devout, he 
is preſently Cenſured tormal, or that he counter- 
feits Piety to decoy ſome rich Puritan Widow for 
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Modiſh Ladies of the Age. 
aWife, or an old Presbyterian Parent of an 
Ejtate, or upon any account you pleaſe, except 
that of ſincerity and conſcience, which you vain 
Ladies alow to be only fit for moroſe ſpirits or 
dying perions, and ſo not to be thought on till long 
fekres or grey hairs. 

But "tis 'now, Ladies, more than time: to end 
this, and your trouble by a Concluſion, having al- 
ready made the Porch too large for the Building; 
and therefore I ſhould have Complemented you ' 
with a ſhort Dedication, which as I know in Plays 

ſounds modiſh in the Ladies Ears; ſo doubtleſs 
in Books of greater fize, it would have been no 
leſs graceful and obliging; but having now no 

deſign to entertain you with any vain Praiſes, or 
yet Complements of flattery, I muſt beg, Ladies, 
your Excuſe, and hope your good Nature and 

Charity will be pleaſed to pardon me, for the 
trouble of this, which is the firſt of this kind 
that Tever gave you, and on my Credit ſhall te 
the laſt. And therefore if your kind Hearts 
will do nothing for my ſake, yet T pray do ſome- 
thing at leaſt for your own; and confider, as it 
would be thought madneſs, :o fight with the wind 
you cannot ſee, ſo it would be eſteemed. no leſs 
folly to quarrel with ? vg know not whom ; and 
I wiſh, I could truly ſay, for you know not 

what. And therefore pray, Ladies, folow my Ad- 

vice, and fince this little Brat of a Book has 
zo Father that will own it, if after Reading you 
- 0 
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of6 wat find it worth your keeping, &en leave it on 
the Pariſh, for that's bound to maintain it ; 
and remember that Civility ſtill ſets of Beaury, 
and craclty belongs only to the if natured; 
therefore let me beg you not to uſe theſe poor 
Diſcourſes worſe than ſome of - you do the con: 
avon Beggars, that is, if you want Charity to 
relieve its wants, do not ſo abound in ill nature, 
as to jeer at its defects. 
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of young Mens great folly, in adoring, and 
PP FR mg all- young. handſom Ladies ; 
and their - greater tolly in eeſReY it, 
and believing them. | 
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I Snot more natural,for heat to 
attend Fire, nor more common for 
the Sx to exhale vapours from the 

Earth, than 'tis for great Beauty to 
attra&t high Praiſes* from young Men; and 
truely ſuch of them, as have wit to ſpare, time 
to. looſe, favour-to hope for, and no other 
world tothink of, are fitteſt to, Court their 

Beauty in this which is but-modiſh breedin 
and ſuitable. to moſt mens practice and all 
handſom Ladies expeRation. I do not fay 
merif., 

And ſuch Menas arc pretenders to raillying 
wit, and French. breeding, may ſhew both, b 
entertaining, them. wich Courtly Harangs, a al 
ſer. out -with high Praiſes, and great Comple- 
ment*,. (which, tew. Men ſpeak as their belief, 
bur, moſt Ladies teceive as their deſert, and 
Mel} A with 
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fions, as if they defgn'd their fellow Creatures 
ro. be perfett Goddeſſes, who were made like 
Nebuebaduezzats goldenTmafe, only ro be wor- 
ſhipped, ſo naturally "agrccable are ſuch finful 
adorations to vain Ladies, as the firlt temptation 
we retd of in Scripture that ever. prevail'd on 
Wondy, was that of being made Jiks ?o God, and 
dhac Woman thei compriz'd in her ſelf; the 
whole ſpecies of Women kind; and indeed 'tis 
very probable, that her aſpiring preſumption 
_ thento more knowledge than ſhe ought to 
have had, does ſtill puniſh »-oft of her Sex with 
tfs Wiſdomthan they need ro have; 

Really if handſom Ladies had bur that ſhare 
of Prudence which they ought to have as good 
Ehriſtians, and to uſe in the praCtical part of 
Chriſtianity, to which all Women are called, 
(though few ſtrive to be choſen) rhey would 
never endure, much leſs countenance, ſuch 
young Mex to Court and magnifiethem at ſuch 
an extravagant rate, as to preſent them with 
thar Compoſition of Praiſes, meerly for vain 
paſtime, or whars worſe, evil ends, which ought 
to be attributed ro divine Worſhip only 5 nor 
edn there be a more clear and plainer Argu- 
ment: to prove Womens want of Wiſdom, then 
that many of them will receive ſuch profane 
Pra:/es, not as the vain effefs of young Mens 
wicked folly, but as the deſerved Trophies of 
their own cenquering beauty and metir,* _ 
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ſhall ſay is, that fuch courtly Incenſe, fuics 
well with fuch a vain falſe Deity, arid rhat 
ſuch young Women are as fooliſhly guilty in 
* receiving ſuch vain Attributes, as ſuch young 
Men are highly profane in offering them: 
Thus Men by the deceirful reflexes of 
high praiſes, divert young Women from re- 
membring their Creator in the days of their 
Tonth, and poſlibly all the time of their Life, by 
Charming them with their own Charms, and 
diſguiſing themſelves, to themſelves; and by 
telling them ſo often what they are not, makes 
them forget what theyreally are; and by theſe 
means - they advance their minds fo far 
above any diſmal thoughrs of their own 
mortality, that truly few-of our young 'ery'd 
up beauties now' adays, ſeatce hears any 
thing of Death, but what they ate Romanticly 
told their own killing beauty does occaſion; 
though in truth, if we read rhe Weekly Bills of 
Mortality, we ſhalt find that the effe&s of Ax- 
4 kill many more, than the paſſion of Love; 
en being often Angry with many Mer art 
once, but never in Love with more than one 
Woman ar a tire, and that one it ſelf, is too 

many by one. | 
But my deſign being not to Court the yoiing 
Laties with high Complements, but to ſerve 
them with great reality,I muſt aſſure them that 
theſe: high praiſes, the more they are truſted; 
the more they'll bertay, and the niore You 
&S- | Ladies 
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Ladies copfide in their worth,the morc;you'll 
be deceiy'd in their; yalue ; ſo that it;. follows 
by the plain Rule. 'of ;common. reaſon;;thas-fa | 
much/as,,you deduQ.of:Meng overprailes,. ſo 
much. you leſſen/of, your, own ſelf deceivings; 
Indeed.-theſe poyſoned. Darts of. praiſes, have 
gat ſucha predominant power over moſt young 
handſom. Women,.(and the moſt'handſom, are 
molt ſubje& co them} that moſtiof.them are 
in danger. of being wounded by them, becauſe 
the; peril of Nattery {till mounts with the de- 
grees of beauty, as the Suns heat ſtill increaſes 
proportionable as it! riſes, {1s 3; 
 Flattery and vain-glorious praiſes. are both. 
infiguating Devils, two Twins begot. by the 
father of Lies, ;and,theſe not only attempt all, 
but paſſes moſt; vain: handſom Ladies5 and 
therefore: they -ought- above all,.ro; be_very 
ſtri&, and diligently.aQtive, to ſhun ſuchtempr- 
ing diſcourſe; and.ayoid ſuch dangerous Com- 
pany, or atleaſt when with rhem, to. be ſure 
{till ro carry about;them S. James: his. good di- 
reCtionand antidote;re/iſt the Devil, axd he will 
Jie from.you,- | 
Really if young, Ladies wan but take a 
ſteddy reſolution to reſiſt and ſlight all young 
- Mens vain Courtſhips, and place no ſuch high 
eſtimation on their «wn beauty,they would ea/tly 
_-do:the like on mens praiſes; arid. by this means' 
** young Ga/ants, would ſlacken-in their Court-_ 
ſhips, proportionable, to the young Ladies cobl- | 
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ing jn- their: receptions of" it, and fo make 
Men'deſpiſe Womens beauty, ſuitable t6 their 
flighting' Mens Love, and chus Womens pru- 
dence; would*become Mens wiſdom, for in real. 
rrath, cis hope of gain makeslove: Merchants 
as" well+as-athers';' none 'watch Bees' but for 
their Zony, id few - Court fair Ladzes' bur 
for ſomacthopesof a return; and therefore you 
_ hever hear! of 'any-of the young Sparks that 
plant their Love Batteries againſt Nunneries, 
not becauſe they think the young Women. in 
them havetos ketle beauty, 'bur becauſe they 
believe they ſhall'meet rhere with too! ptcat*a 
refiſtance;by the care;they rake, and ftritnefs 
* they uſe, roprevent Meiis\ making any Adv 
dreſſes 'and”near dpproaches*to' them:"for as 
Mr. Cowley fays,- a well gfverw'd 'heart," like rich 
China; adrnits Mer only'ro' the Frontzer part; | 
for a tri yertue ſets cetrain'bounds/royouns ft 
handſom - Womens carriage and behayiout to> | 
wards Men, which they are'tiet to exceed ; as 
the Almightygaveto the Sea," fo far 'you ſhall 
po, and no farther; 7 1257 218217 0! DIR Hot 
| And though [I know thete's noſſuch thin 
now adays "in practice amdiy our young Men, 
as Angel Love; which is the-pure Commerce of the 
Souls, yer T believe Vern Dove does not {Wl 
ſo very much, nor is' its infeftion' fo very 
ſtrong and- rife, :as Cenſurers would fain'have _ 
it, making. out Age much worſe than*cis, when ©. 
God knows *tis but roo bad, at beſt; as ifthe. - 
F234 -Þ AYR youth ©. 
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youth of both Sexes were now ſo corrupt;as 

that a young Gentleman cannot / viſita yourg 
Lad), . nor a young Lady reccive viſits from a 
young Gentleman, without impuration of ſcan- 
dal, or the cenſure of il! and vicious deſigns 
on borh ſides ; tho I yerily believe, fome young 
Men, (.1.do not fay-a#, nor yet many) love 


Womens company, and Women Mens, on no 
other account than: for their grcat wit, ood 
humor, and agreeable Converſation, without 
'. And now I am beginning to, enter into that 
part of this Diſcoprfe- which; principally ag 
dreſſes it "ſelf to: the handfom | youug Maiden 
oadies,.and chiefly among em, tofuch.as ' 
are innocently. agd\-modeſtly bred, for ſuch 
fort of young Women often entertain diſcourſes, 
and. make acquaintances with young Mer, 
without the leaft; thought of, love, -or deſign 
ing treely ro them, 0n-no other account, than 
to ſhew and exerciſe their wit, and that may 
| be more to pleaſe their:own. fancy, than on 
flign © take thar'of others; bur yet I muſt 
adviſe ſuch young Women to conſider, that 
meer c7vi/ looks often tempt, and refu/als may 
be. given after ſuch. a manner, as 'may rather 
- . Embolden one ro.ask;more; than to beg pardon 
_ for baving asked too much; for as-one well 
2* obſerves of ſtrict: vertuous Women, That Han 
Cores too near t0 them, that comes to be as = 
CON IE 24 - t-&, | bs "pF lb. CP INI Sp” Bo - 
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| 9 them. Indeed 'tis not very rare nowa days, 
or civil looks im young Women to breed 4. 
dulterous thoughts in young Men, for the 
Goſpel tells us that there is an Adultery of the 
Eye, and Iam ſure we ought all to remember 
with grief of mind, that aſſoon as the Serpenr 
had perſwaded. that the forbidden fruit was 
pleaſant to. the Eye, it ſoon follow'd thar ic 
became delightful ro the Toft ; it Mens Vows 
of Love, and -Oaths of Conftancy, can but 
once tempt young Maids appetites to tafte, 
*ewill ſoon make them anticipate their fears to 
eat. 
Therefore Ladies haye a care of receiyi 
Mens praiſes and flarteries, and though you 
believe your own Vertue never ſo ſtrong, and 
yours Lovers Courtſhip never o innocent, as 
poflibly rhey may bear firſt received /by you, 
and deſign'd by him, only as theeffects of pure 
civility, and not of any ill mention; yet prai- 
ſes are fo naturally agrecable to vain handſom 
Ladies, as they often unperceiv'd inſinuate, 
and wind themfelyes ſo abour their hearts, as 
to kindle there by degrees Love {ikings, though 
perhaps they do not feel ſo much as the leaſt 
ſlight atome Love to creep on the ſuperficies of 
their heart ; Love ſometimes like a 7ortozſe 
makes its way, though it does not ſeem, ta 
ftir,or like the hand of a Watch, which though 
you cannot percerve to moye, yet you may 
| plainly ſee its hourly advances; Love often 
i A 4 ' growing 
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growing in young Womens minds, : as Diſeaſes 
do in their; bodies, without ,ever giving the - 
leaſt Alarmror Advertiſement of its-approach, 
rill it breaks-out into a dangerous fit of Sick- 
eſs. [ loud ei tos oe 
. Solomon, ſays, a ſoft word. breaks the. Bone, 
therefore no. wonder if ſmooth ptailes and com- 
plements ſhould gqharm a young Ladies tegder 
heart ; for ſure 'tis no wondertul operation-in 
our times, for ſmall freedoms like: little. Thieves 
to.0pen the Doors, torgreat Liberties, and venia/ 
Wwantonneſs, to turn to modiſhwitkedne(s.: |; 1; 
Therefore let me adviſc the vain Ladzes, not 
todeceiye themſelves in fancying-that they are 
more 2#vincible in their Love #ai/eries, in re- 
cetving praifes from youug Men,,than King $9/0- 
:04..was With da/ying with ftrange Women, 
which drew him zo the Sin of, /dolatry.:' This 
example may ferve as a, Caution :to., young 
Ladies, not-torelie roo much,on- their. own 


- 


firength; for many Maids hearts, like firong 


. SD 4 


 Fortreſſes, have been loſt by too great-a dopen- 
dency upon their.own ſtrength, and toomean 
an. undervaluing of others ,attempts- againſt 
them: I ſhall therefore adviſe all young Ladies, 
eſpecially YVirgins,. by no means on- any:ag- 
count, to ſuffer their. beauty.to lie undef. he 
', Prefiing temptatians of young Mezxs high prailes, 
and conſtant. Courtſhip which often cnflames 
them beyond their own natural temper. and 
ftrengeh 3 for continual 4/owings is able tokin- - 
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dle in time, a great Fire out of a little Sparks = 
And alſo young handſom Women ought to 
avoid giving.or. receiving any favourableattra- 
ting looks from young Mex ;: for the Eye is 
' a$:Well rhe Pulſe. of the Mind); as the Door of 
the Heart, and-no Love flames can enter into 
the hearr,. but ic muſt firſt enter the Eye, as 
we ſee the Sus it ſelf, ſtill ſends his {zght, be- 
fore he brings his heat. _ ft 
-., Next  Ladzes remember that the Scripture 
couples with the luſt of the Eye, the pride-of 
Life,asa leſſon to teach you, that you ought ag 
much to well order your /ooks,: as to regulate 
your /izes which you may perform much. the 
caſicr and better; it you will but ſeriouſly refle& 
on the ways and means young, Gallants ule in 
making their approaches towards gaining their 
Miſtriſſes; (Ido not here intend as to. the. ma- 
king them Mi/triſes in order to being Wives but 
\Miſſes) which is ufually after this kind -of-man- 
ner; firſt they preſent them with ſwarms of 
Praiſes and Complements, thick garniſhed; with 
great Oaths and repeated Yows, of a never dying 
love, anda never failing conſtaxcy,andall attend- 
ed with ſad looks, deep fighs, and humble po- 
fares ; ( no, matter though there be not one 
grain of reality among them all, ) and if theſe 
Counterfits can but work-ſo powerful an Ope- 
xation on their Miſtriſſes ſoit good nature,as to 
| make them. receive : the .conſtant repeated 
Qaths - of their highly adoring them, web 
Ro ome 
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io CHARACTERS | 
ſome kind of delight; they are then in a fad | 
yielding condition ; for ſuch Womens hearts 
cannot pretend to be ſtronger. than fortified 
Towns, which when they once*come to admit 
of frequent parlies, ſeldom hold: our after long 
Sieges, bur yeild toa Surrender. > 2 
_ Certainly if young Gallants can by their. 
eagercourting their Miſtriſſes, bur gain of them 
ſome returns of compaſſion and eſteem, next 
ofcourſe follows a favourable liking of them, 
and then there's no very great difficulty, after 
h proſperousadvances,to create in them the 
innings of a Love fondneſs; and fondneſs in 

a young Womans heart, like a weighty body down 
a ſteep #22, it ſeldom ſtops till it runs to the 
very bottom; and when a Gallant has work'd 
his Mitrzs into fuch a yielding temper, as to 
credit his Oaths, and be pleas'd with his Com- 
pany, as believing he truly loves her, and 
highly admires her, and. ſo grows delighted 
with the Reperitionof them, eſfccming all his 
Courtſhip real, then ſurely they cannot onthe 
account of good Nature,' and pure Civility, 
forbear preſenting their Gallavts, though ro 
their own ruin, this new Article of their Faith, 
thar they believe their Oathes, and love their 
Perſons, and -when once. they declare thar, 
common experience may ſoon teach them this, 
that 'tis no preatrarity in young Maids by 1 
king of young 'Men, to ſtray into vicious atF- 
ivgs with them; and thus by theſe kinds of 
be RD . degrees 


aud DISCOURSES. ut 
degrees and ſteps, Gallants commonly mount 
totheir Miftriſſes ruin; for as the Poet ſays, 
Long waiting Love doth ftill a paſſage find, to 


g—_— 


- the moſt unbelicving wind, at leaſt to the blaſt- 


ing her Reputation, if not the utter undoing 
offier vertue, fortune, and freedom ; for when 


\ |  ohce a Galant is become Maſter of his Miſftriſes 


heart, he commonly ſwells.to a Moxfer,and go- 
vernslike a Tyraxt, and inſtead of treating you 
like an ador'd Miftris, he uſes you like a con- 
querd Captive. 

Now I have told the young Ladies ſome of 
the common ways their Gallants uſe to gain 
them by, give me leave here' in a word 
or two, to tell you their uſual manner 
of treating them, after they have gain'd 
an entire: Conqueſt over their hearts, which 
is very bad, and ſinful in then to ſuffer. 
Theretore, let me adviſe you tocarry ſtill this 
Memorandum about you, That all your Gat- 
lants dying expreſſions, Love-Oaths, Tdolizing 
poſtures, and often repeated Vows, that their 
admiration, and love for you, ſhall be as laſt- 


| ing as their Lives, which tranſlated our of the. 


Lovers Language into true plain Engliſh, is ng 
more bur juſt as long as they ſhall tancy your 
Beauty ; for uſually as faſt as their Mſriſſes 
beauty, breaks, ſo do their Oaths of Love and - 
Conſtancy, which they think they are bound 
to keep no longer, than their Mi/triſſes keep. 
their beauty, as being but the meer _ 
RO TAS [114 , -» F:iaf Wes mac 
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that. cauſe, and the cauſe being remou'd; :the | 
effett muſt "of courſe ceaſe, and;befides: there's 
nothing more certain than, that'sin deep beau- 
ty, ſeldom | creates better: than meer. ſeuſua/ 
love, Wwhictv never contains: reality, or:long 
daration:: (it 6 Hrett21 3:91 1h 4 
-- Bur Ladies if. this were all it would not be 
ſo'very bad, or:indeed this'1s _ the: leaſt 
part of it, and when your. Gal/azt has'enjoy'd 
you, methinks.' you ought not to wonder 
that he honours you no longer as his Miftrs, 
when you diſhonour your' ſelf by becoming 
his'M3/5; for fancy what; you--pleaſe, 'an en: 
joy'd Miftrisis no berter, let her Quality: be 
never fo good; and her beauty,never ſo preac, 
and there's. no: ' Woman , ought to: think'it 
ſtrange, thar' her Ga/laxr-afteremoyment; un+ 
dervalues her,: when by it, ſhe ſhews hinvche 
way, by fiirſttunderyaluing-her-ſclf; ; andifo 
ouphr'to expeCt! Tirtle Love, and-:leſs: Court- 
ſhip, 'but rather much lighting, if nor aver- 
fon; for this'iis moſt certain, 'Ladtes,:thar 
though yorr'Gallants uſe-all flattering-means 
-and arts, not ſparing their Oaths or ' Money, 
_ Soul or. Purſe, to purchaſe your. goad Nature, 
(1ſhould havefaid finful folly,) ro blefs them, 
as'' they call. it;: with the enjoyment of you, 
(that is, ro: curſe your ſelves by admizting it,) 
which when your Gallants: haye obtain'd:.on 
any terms, Swearing and forſwearing not ex- 
cepted they preſently like greedy Hawks, who 
alſoon 


az 
| JI 
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afſoon as'they haYFHully:gorg'd themſelves on 
their 2uarry, flight and 'turn Tail to the ve- 
cy-lame Game, 'which juſt before they. flew 
ſocagerly after,' and grow ſoon as weary of an 
enjoy'd.. Miſtris, as 'moſt eldeſt Sons are of 
their:long Jong; {iv'd Fathers, or their ugly mo- 
vied Wives; ina word, our Amorows” Age is fo 
yery,wicked and unchaſt, that really moſt of 
our;young: Mens fiery. Love to the thing calF'd 
a Miftri, is by our preſent mode become of the 
ſame natureof. Fire it ſelf, which all know can- 
not: :ſubſift long if not often! recruited with 
freſh matrer. 2þ TH GEL 
--- And I have yet, Lazzes, ſomething more to 
add,; which is. of a:much worſe conſequence 
than all before, which is this, that after your 
Gallants' have enjoy'd you, though: never fo 
much in private, they will not be fatisfied 
unleſs they may boaſt of it in Publick, fo vain 
are our young Sparks, as to take -more fatisfa- 
&ion in the thoughts rhar orhers. believe they 
enjoy their Miſtriſſes, than they ' themſelves 
do in the aftual. enjoyment *of - chem ; our 
young Men retaining ſtill ſo much of the old: 
Roman pride, as to love the 7riumph more than 
the: Conqueſt, and indeed I am of opinion, that 
on the bragging accountot enjoying Miſtrifſes 
now: ſo much intaſhion.among the Jate Debau- 
chees'; thote Men that boaſt chey do, though 
they, doit not, / are not fo bad, as thoſe thar 
boaſt of it-in:ſa vain-oglorious a manner' as to 
a&ta'rcal Sin. - Then 
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Then the young Gallant can tell their-en- 


joyd Mi{rifes, that meer love of beauty is 
but a my —_— —_ —— _ bur 
vols deſire what they poſſeſs, poſſeſſion bein 
ih full end and accompliſhment of all deſire, 
and conſequently of all beauty Love, and fo 
laugh ar the ſimplicity of thoſe that will-en- 
dure long the feorching flames of a violent 
Love pailion, fancying none but tlie fooliſh 
barbarous Perfians can long adore that Sun 
which burns them: 40 rothc 
. And our young Gallants are now generally 
grown fo yery nice, that they cannot feed'on 
any thing, bur ſweet variety, which makes. 
them rant in the ZZ7eforing Language of the 
Times, and ſay that 'tis as wwmodrſþ ro have but 
one Miſtris, as to have nonear all, and theres 
_ fore Swear that Miſtrifſes enjoy'd though 
never fo young and beautiful, are but like Ro- 
mances read, and Plays once ſeen; and indeed 
methinks enjoy'd M:/r:ſes, ought not to won- 
der at their Ga/larts fickleneſs, ir being nor at 
all ſtrange that an unvertuous Love ſhould 
make” an inconſtanet Lover. 
And now I, muſt beg leave to glance my 
diſcourſe a lictle on a Fault, which ſome young 
Ladies commit, without ever conſidering 'tis 
one, which is ſometimes to exerciſe their wit; 
ſhew their pride, and vanity, or gaity of hu- 
mor, or what elſe you pleaſe to call it, go make 
themſelves ſport and entertainment; yo_ 
avr 
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abroad. cheir fine flker ets of inticing arts, and 


attraQting allurements, to incourape and invite 
ſame young Fop, to become fond of oneof their | 
Company,: as his dearly loved, and highly 
admird Miſtris, only that they may have 
thereby, the better means and occaſion to rail- 
ly, and make paſtime with him, never 
conſidering that by. making him thus to 
fall in love with one of them, he is obliged by 
che general Rules, and common praftices of our 
Modern refind Lovers, to magnify and ex- 
roll her beauty; and never to be ſparing of 
his Oaths and Lies, in praiſing her perfe- 
Ctions, and his own overflowing paſſionand ſo 
cauſe him to fin in earneſt, though probably 
defign'd by the Lady as a Jeſt; bur 'twill be 
no ſufficient excuſe in this bad kind of raillery, 
to fay your intention was innocent, fince its 


effe&t is culpable, for we areyot to do ill, that 


good may come of it ; and ſure much /efs to do all, 
where no good can come of it, and Iam ſure this 
is an undeniable truch, That ſhe who makes 
another do an ill thing, does an ill thing her 
felt, by her making another to do it. 
Therefore Ladies, whether in Jeſt or Ear- 
neſt, .if you are truly vertzous, and deſire re- 
ally to continue ſo, and that the world ſhould 


eſteem you ſuch, as deſigning to adniir men. 


only to admire your Perſons bur never to 
ruin your yertue; the beſt way to effect it is 


neyer to let them Court your #ca#ty ; for re- 
mem- 
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member thar'the 'Fire of Love'is like that of 
Anger, a ſhort, but fierce madneſs; tor a Man 
thar's in Love, 'during the raging/#7 of his. 
enflam'd* luſtful paſſion, talks light and idly; 
fora Lovers heart riſes and'falls, is happy and 
unhdppy, according as his Mift#is'is Kind' 0s 
unkind, 'it being” indeed but very ſuitable to 
the folly of being in Love, that ſuch a Lovers 
heart, ſhould never move according to the 47+ 
Rates of his own reaſon, bur the vain motions 
of his Myftriſſes' fickle fancy ; and: therefore 
becauſe ſuch Mer know not what the do; 
their Mitriſſes' ought not to mind what they 
fay,nor admit their Addreſſes, though they 


pretend them in je#7, or for meer paſtime; 


and not to kindle their hopes, when they 
mean never to feed their deſires, bur. avoid 


converſing with them, and entertaining of 


them; for ſurely@l perſons ought toavoid mad | 
Bedlam acquaintances, and young Men during 
their diſtracted Love paſſion, valuernot what 


Praiſes they preſent, whar Offers they make, 


nor indeed what price they pive, to purchaſe 
the enjoyment of their dear Mi/riſfſes, though 
it be ar the damnable rare of long continued 
Holatry, and often repeated Perjury. 

*O ſtrange and wicked madneſs, that theſe 


 Kirid of Lovers cannor be content to give | 
their Miſtriſſes their heart for a little time, 


without giving their Souls to the Devil for 
ever, and fancy he is: as very” obliging as 


EO : Ml 
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they are fooliſh, 'and inconſtant, 'and 
that the Devil will as eaſily forget the 
 Oaths they made to him, as they do theirs - 
they made to their Mifriſſes, which were in- 
tended but as meer Courtiers Complements,which 
are meant no longer than they are ſpeaking, 
and therefore ought to be thought on no lon- 
ger than they are hearing; bur though ſuch 
Loyers fancy they give their Souls to' the 
Devil but in jeſt, yet he will be careful to keep 
them in'earxeſ}, for ifthey will commit the ſin 
of making ſuch Oaths, let them have a care 
the Devil be not permitted to make them en- 
dure the Helliſh ' Penance of keeping them, 
{ God will not be mocked. 2 

' Thave enlarged this Diſcourſe on the fol- 
ly of Mens overpraifing and Courting Wo- 
men, with great Confidence, becauſe I fancy 
with much Zxperience, though Iam ſure with 
little Prudence, for I confeſs ſuch experience was 
bought too dear, yet I have this ſatisfaCtion, that 
the fault of committing a vice, do's not con- 
ſift in the confeſſion of it, but in the yeilding 
to it, and therefore I own I have ſerved much 
more than athrice ſeven years Prenticeſhip in 
the Trade of Love, and its fooliſh appendant 
Train of Fopperies, which was (7 confeſs) a 
great fault againſt the well ſpending of my 
time, which might” have been much betrer 
employ'd in the duties of Re/ig7on, than in the 
paſtimes' and ' vain company of modiſh Wo- 
p16 0 one  - og 77 — 
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men ; but 1 have now ſerv'd out my Time, in 
char fooliſh Trade, and ahi become a perfe&t 
freeman, 4s to that folly of Courting all modiſh 
Ladies; not thar Tam atall gown a Woman ha- 
zer, or xpreciſePuritay, or ſuch a true Diſciple of 
Job, as to make a Covenant with mine Eyes, riot 
co behold a handſom Woman, for I ſhall fill 
own, 7 look upon all beautiful Women, to come 
neareſt of all Creatures in brightneſs and 
ſplendor to the glorious Angels, and am very 
much pleaſed, when I can paſs away an hour or 
two ih an afternoon, among fuch of them as 
are not irreligious, but of a vertuous reputa- 
tion, and are good Wits, free humor'd, and of 
pleaſant Converſe, for 'tis not keeping com- 
pany with, but paying an adoration to, Ladies 
beauty, that makes the crime ſinful; as *cisinot 
making Images to adorn Churches, but building 
Churches to worſhip Images, that makes the 
Tdolatry. | 
And ſince Recreation for the mind is as well 
neceſſary as Exerciſe for the body, I ſee no 
reaſon why it may not be lawful for me to re- 
create my ſelf,now and then in an afternoon, in 
ſuch good young Womens company and con- 
 verſation, to hear their opinions, and diſcour- 
ſes, (which the rude fort of Men call Twat- 
lings.) on the Storzes of the place, and their 
ſeveral fancies and judgments on the divers 
Faſhions then worn; who are the Women moſt 
ralk'd of, for whom, and what Heantiesare high: 
1": 
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 eftcried up, and which of them loves-moſt and 
carries on an Intrigue beſt, lives higheſt, wears 
the richeſt Clothes, keeps the fineſt Equipage, and 
has moſt Gallants, and this Gentlewoman is to 
be Married to that Gentleman, who in a lirtle 
time will find her Debrs much preater than 
her Beauty or Portion eirher, andfuch apretry 
Maid is to be Married by a Match of her Pa- 
rents making to fuch a one, in whom ſhe will 
be very unhappy, her hearr being prepoſleſſed 
by another, and ſuch an old May is jealous 
of his young Wife without a Cauſe, and ſuch a 
Young Man is not jealous of his handſom Wite 
with one, and the like Subjefs, which Ipgranc 
in ſevere ſtrineſs, may be truly call'd an omit- 
ſion, innot ſpending our time ſo well as we 
ought, which I look upon to be more a venzal 
vice, than an urpardonable fin, and therefore do 
not believe that the knowledge of my zufirmty, 
ought to be the deſpair of my Recovery; bur I 
am truly pleas'd that all unlawful deſigns, 
and unchaſt deſires as to Women, are baniſhed 
from my heart, and that Yertue has made me 
quite leave them, before Age has made them 
quite leave me. 

But tis more than time to finiſh this Dif- 
courſe, for I have dwelt longer on it than Iin- 
rended, but the trouble of it, I hope the La- 
dies will the more eaſily pardon, ſince 'cis 
not only a fault, bur a habir, that I have been 
much ſubje&t to, and long infefted with, 
| Bz which 
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which is to be loth to part with young Womens 
Company, when Iam once gor into it, and 
therefore I will conclude this Diſcourſe, with 
this Complement to. the Ladies, that I hear- 
tily wiſh it may prove as fatisfaftory and ad- 
'vantagious to them, as to niake them all now 
as fond of piety, as I was once of beauty, and 
that they may continue to love it, as many 
years as I did them, and then I dare aſſure 
them this double bleſſing, That they ſhall nei- 

ther live ill, nor die young. #. 
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THE SECOND 


DISCOURSE, 


Of the extraordinary governing Power that 
Womens beauty now exerciſes aver moſt 


Men. 


Leſs me, and deliver me | What a ftrange 

Subjet do I now fall on, and into what 
a vaſt Sea am I now Imbarking, the: Bay of 
Biskay with all its proud ſwelling waves, is 
but as a calm pond. to it, for that only toſ+ 
ſes Ships into the Air, and preſently brings 
them down again ; but this Subje& elevates 
my Pen aboye the Skze, and there leaves it : 


| for Womens governing Power, has no certain 


Top nor Bottom, but Czrcle like, is without _ 
beginning or end, how can it poſſibly be then 
Jeſcrib'd} it being a meer Maze of difficulties, 
and* a Labyrinth of Contuſions, in which ir 
has made ſo. many croſs Paths of pride and 
folly, vanity and power, as I know not which 
to take, or which to leave, where to adyance, 
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or how to retreat, and yet I find in my ſelf 
an earneſt inclination to venture on it, though 
I am ſure to be loſt in it; forT muſt expett that 
this dull and ſhort Di/courſe on the voluminous 
Subje& of beauties mighty power, can have 
no other fate than. that of Rzvers, which ſtill. 
run with an eager haſte, though it be only to 
plunge. themſelves into the See, in which they 

| are preſently loſt. ot 
© Story tells us of ſome Engliſh Frigats that 
faild up to Conſtantinople, and were there ſo 
generally admir'd, that the great 7urk himſelf 
went to ſee them, and was very much taken 
with their beauty, ſhape and ſtrength, and 
being told there were hundreds finer in Erg- 
land, he commanded that the Map of the 
World ſhould be preſently brought him, that 
he mighr' ſee that brave Xingdom, which pro- 
duced ſuch gallant effte&s, the Map being 
come, he laid his finger careleſly on it, and 
ask'd whereabouts Erg/and was, but the per- 
ſon that was to ſhew it him, told him he could 
not do it, till he took of his finger, for it quite 
cover'd that yrs: gu 
"Thus one Inch of the Worlds Map ſerves to 
ſet out all Englands Confines, but a hundred 
ſheets of Paper cannot half deſcribe the ex- 
ttaordinary bounds of Womens uſurping power : 
it Tlook up towards the heighr of it, I am con- 
founded at the ſight of ſo bright and clear a. 
Scene of meer- fanciful ſplendor, and if : look. | 
| own- }F- 
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downwards on it, I meet in my Compaſs, 
crowds of Adorers and Suitors thick proſtrate 
at their feet, ſome courting their great beau- 
ty, others admiring their high power, ſome 
begging their favour, but moſt bribing their 
mntereſt. | 

But though their beauty cannot at all dazle 
my ſight, yer this Subject do's indeed puzzle 
my Pen, for really lam fo far from knowing 
how to end this Diſcourſe, as I profeſs I know 
not yer where. ta begin it, and indeed when I 
have writ all Ican on ir, I fancy Ican make 
no other than this whole-ſale judgment of it, 
That beauties univerſal governing Power is of a 
miraculous nature like" that of the Ebbing and 
Flowing of the Sea, every body may daily ſee 
its ſtrange effe&ts, but none can give a good 
reaſon for the true cauſe ; therefore Iam ſure 
my weakneſs ought nor to atrempr, what the 
ſtrength of wit, and Philoſophy could never 
perform. | 

So that I am reſoly'd to venture on this Sub- 
ject, bur as lictle Boys do on a great Rzver, 
not hazard far on it, for fear of being loſt in 
it, but content themſelves with wading a little 
on the Brink of ir, and there to dable and 
waſh them, out of the reach of its great depth, 
and fierce ſtream. | 

And though I know that the cauſe of Mens 
fo enflaving themſelves to handſom Womens 
power cannot ſpring but from a mean laviſh 
Se ry. B 4 nature, 
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nature, .and ſo ought not-to be look'd upon 
better by any conſidering Men, than a kind of 
Kingdom in the Moox: or Fairy Land, only 
hatch'd by the fiery amorous Love, of a high, 
luſtful, and enflam'd diſtemper'd paſſion ; 
ſeated in the vain Azery Region, of meer fooliſh 
imagination, being not grounded on any foun- 
dation of true reaſon or good conſideration, 
. Yer I cannot imitate the Map makers, who 
ſtill leave a blank for their Terra Incognita, but 
IT muſt fill up my Paper, 'and rather than not 
Write more of it, I will leave of ſcratching my 
head, and breaking my brain any longer about 
it, to find out how, and where to begin this 
deſperate Subye&t, it. being like a Coal all over 
| red hot, there's no touching it in any part, 
without 4«r»ing one finger, *tis like a Hedge-- 
Hogg all over prickles, 4 that 'twill be almoſt 
as hard a task for me ro know how to hit upon 
a ſafe pood way to begin this Diſcourſe, as to 
find a ſure means to putan end to Womens 
governing power. But ſince I muſt begin, I 
will as all Builders do, never mind tor have the 
firſt- foundation ſtone cut into any ſhape ; ſo I 
am reſfolv'd to Jay my firſt entrance into this 
Diſcourſe, on the Courtſhips, and power ofthe 
Welch Ladies, for there I fancy the Men take 
no pains, nor uſe any arts to ſquare or poliſh 
their Addreſſes 3 but. only take what comes 
. uppermoſt, as they ariſe out of pure Natures 
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And truly Iam of opinion that according 
tothe Rules of ſober reaſon, and naked truth, 
the Welch ought to be eſteem'd the more for 
it, ſince as 'tis a general approv'd Rule, thar 
of evils we ought ſtill ro chooſe the leaſt ; {o 
ſure by the ſame rule of proportion, we ought 
of troubles to choole the ſhorteſt, which being 
granted, we muſt neceſſarily come to own, 
that the Welch Courtſhip, and manner of ma- 
king Loye, muſt needs ſurpaſs our great Ma- 
ſters of that Trade the French; for the Welch 
are all plain honeſt dealing Men, and good 
kind friends, who are well acquainted with 
one anothers humors; and therefore eſteem 
it ſuperfluous to make many words to a Bar- 
gain, which makes them railly both the Z»- 
gliſh and the French, who they ſay dare not 
approach their M:/?riſſes but with humble 
looks, and obedient poſtures, ſpeaking as So- 
lomon ſays, Prov. 6. 13. With their feet, by 
making ſo many Legs before they come to them, 
and thoſe with as much exactneſs, as Poets 
make Verſes, where eyery ſyllable muſt be 
weigh'd, that they may keep juſt Meaſures, 
and true Cadence, as well in their approaches 
as addreſſes: Nor dare they ſpeak to them but 
_ with large Harangues of Praiſes, ſtill beſieginp 
their Miſtriſſes with Armies of Complements, 
in admiration of their beauty and perfeCtions, 
and moſt of theſe fierce preat Lovers, | (I had 
almoſt ſaid worſe) differ. and excel one uct 
| 1er, 


,” 


: Sas Fe tens Soon, kc p 
- 


25 CHARACTERS 


ther, in their manner of Addreſles, means of 
Approaches, expences in Preſents, degrees of 
Courtſhip, and ways of Treating and the like; 
whereas the plain dealing honeſt Wekb-wen, 
are moſt of an equal kind of breeding and 
birth, being all Gentlemen of Wales, and 
moſt of them high born, which is a truth, all 
that have Travell'd thorow their Country 
will eaſily believe, ſince really in one ſenſe, 
few of them can be other, conſidering the 
many eleyated Moxntains their Country is 
made up with, and yet I often obſery'd in my 

Travelling through it, that the Men of that 
' Country, are generally of a very plain breed- 
ing and much of a level Capacity, tor though 
Wales is Highly ſeated, yet 'tis but of a ſhort 
extent, which occaſions the whole Country to 
liennder the fame degree of Elevation. 

And as the Welch Gentry have for the moſt 
| part an averſion to. the Roman DoGtrin, ſo 
they have no fancy for Romance Courtſhip, 
few ſtudying the one, and fewer practiſing 
the other, and yet for all they are both grear 
Vertuoſos, and expert Soldiers in the Art of 
expeditiouſly managing a Yeaw War, and can 
ſooner take by ſtorm the Fort of their Welch 
Miſtriſſes heart, than the Engliſh or French 
can finiſh their Approaches to gain ſo much 
as the outworks of their Miſtrifſes civil and 


favourable Looks. 
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Bur I am ſtray'd from my 7 heme, and there- 
fore I'll conclude my Welch Travels, and In- 
terloping Diſcourſes of Wales, leaving the 
Welch. Cqualiers to the power of their own 
Country Miſtriſſes. 

And take notice how we are now in Exg/and 


ſhrunk into ſuch a Brood of anmaſculine Petti- 


coat Men that are ſuch adorers of their Miſtriſ- 
ſes beauty, as they cannot behold them bur 
through the magnifying Projpetive of their 
ownenflam'd luſtful paſſion,and amorous folly, 
which renders their Miſtrifſes beauty ſo large 
and Charming, and their Power ſo high and 
Mighty, that like the poſſeſſed man in the Goſpel, 
they will run thorow fire and water, in their 
Love fit, and to feed their momentary flames, 
will venture thoſe of everlaſting Burning. 

This wretched ſort of Slaves to Womens 
Power, who in their Courtſhip and Addreſſes 
to pain their Miſtriſſes hearts, do fo deſpe- 
ratly hazard the loſs of their own Souls, by 
offending God in their words and actions, re- 
ſemble exa&ly thoſe People of Jeruſalem and 
Judah, which the Prophet Iſaiah cap. 3. v.8. 
ſpeaks of, They are fallen down becauſe their 
Tongue and doings are againſt the Lord, provok- 
ing the Eyes of his Glory. 

And now the Prophet has told you their 
fault, he will alſo tell you their puniſhment, 
The Lord of Hoſt will take from them the Fudg 


| and the Prophet, the Prudent and the Ancient, 


and 
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and will give Children to be their Princes, and 
Babes. to be their Governors; and pray what 
is the conſequence of this noble Irfant Govern- 
ment 2. why the Prophet tells you, Verſ. 5. And 
the People ſhall be oppreſſe one by another, 
every one by his Neighbour, the Child ſhall Ze- 
' bave himſelf proudly againſt the Ancient, and 
the baſe againſt the honourable, &c, 
And as'tis a praCtical Art in Oratory to keep 
the beſt Arguments to bring up the Rear of 
the Diſcourſe to leave the ſtrongeſt Impreſſi- 
on at thelaſt, ſo God is pleaſed to reſerve for 
the laſt, the greareſt puniſhment of all, which 
he here threatens by the Prophet when he 
tells men, verſe 12, And Women ſhall rule over 
them. Really 'tis a ſign the Peoples ſtay and 
ſtrength are gone, and their prudence out of 
Power, when Womenare placed to Ruleover 
them, from whence without the help of Phi- 
defophy, 1 can caſily extract this Ob/ervation, 
Thar the A/mighty who ſurg beſt knows the a- 
bilities of his oyn Creatures, places Women 
in theſameRank with Chi/drey, thereby plain- 
ly denoting, That a Nurſery kind of Govern- 
went (uits beſt with Womens Power ; and this 
kind of dodtrin is in ſome manner confirmed 
by S. Paul, though in a larger CharaQter, for he. 
aſcribesto Women as their fir ſphere, and pro- 
per imployment,athe guiding of the houſe, that 
1s, the Women in it. - | 


There 
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| There is an Author who in his diſconrſe of 
Women very well obſerves, that they have but 
three States of Life, Virginity, Marriage, and 
Widdowhood ; for the firſt two they are, or 
ought to be, ſtates of ſubjetion to Parents, and 
Hubands ; and for that of Widdowhood, God 
himſelf counts thatſtate of life to be deſolate and 
ſad, the Almighty having defign'd them for ſub- 
jefion and therefore accounts | moſt miſe- 
rable, when moſt at liberty from Mans Power, 
And now ſurely out of theſe reaſons and 

conſiderations of his, I may here ſafely, be- 
cauſe truly, draw this undeniable Argumenr 
and concluſion. 

- That it cannot but be very bad for Men to 
be under Womens Government, when God 
fays 'tis very fad for Women to be under their 
own; 

And ſo I have done with the time, when 

_ *twas appointed for Women to govern over 
Men 3 next of courſe follows the manner how 
they Ruled, and that we have an account of 
in. few words, in the 12 verſe of that Chapter 
aforementioned by the Prophet, O my people 
ſags the Lord, Thoſe, (that s the Women) that 
«lead ye, cauſe you to err, and deſtroy the ways of 

thy Paths: Thus we find that error _ de- 
ſtruCtion, are the effe&s of Womens ruling 
power, it being contrary to the ways of Truth, 
(for ir cauſeth Error,) and the Laws of Na- 
ture, of Reafon, I cannot ſay of common 
; Practice; 
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Practice; and it was here appointed to Wo- 
men, not as a favour, but for a puniſhment, 

 asan effe&of Gods wrath againſt his People, 
' it being a Reverſe of the Fundamental Law 
which was made by God almoſt as foon as the 
World, I am fure as early as the firſt Man in 
it; for Sacred writ tells, that "was laid asa 
load on the firſt Woman for her diſobedience 
to her Maker, that ſhe ſhould be ſubject to her 
Husband, and though to be ſo now, is but 
the praCtice of very tew Wives of our Ape, yet 
thar do's not hinder it from being the duty of 
all from the beginning of the World. 

Therefore let all our high ſpirited govern- 
ins Women, who make their filly Husbands, 
and fooliſh Gallants, ſuch ſlayesto their Power, 
becauſe admirers of their beauty, remember 
what one very well obſerv'd, That the day of 
the date of Womens Power guer Man, was the 
day of the date of her fin againſt-God : Ir being 
moſt clear and plain, that from Adams time, 
the Woman ought to be in ſubjectton ro the 
Man, and therefore S. Paul ſaid, 7 will not 
have the Woman uſurp an authority over the 
Man, and ſeems zo give the Reaſon, for firſt 
Adam was made, then Eve. eek 

Seneca well obſerves in ſaying, T here 3s ſome- . 
thing of meanneſs in the moſt ſeeming gallant and 
inviting fin; T am ſure there js a great meaneſs 
of Spirit in Mens ſo ſubjecting themſelves to- 
Womens power, ſince fuch muſt in efte& de- 

wa *=* Rats, 
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clare, that they have loſt nor only the. Cou- 
rape of Men, but the very Nature of Gentlemex, 


' What did I fay, they have loſt the Nature of 


Getitlemen, nay I might have added, the very 
natural right and reaſon of humanity, and de- 
ſerye to looſe the great honour of being Ex- 
pliſþ Men, for ſuch Petty-Coat Men ought to 
be Tranſplanted into the Suburbs of England, 
Wales, where the Language of that Country 
fits exaCtly their effkeminate humor, who by a 
kind of Welch Paradox, call the Man, hr, not 
he, and indeed h#r, ſuits betten than he, with 
ſuch a ſort of female Gentry, who are compoſed 
of ſuch anmaſculine Spirits. 

Really when I refle& on what Crowds there 
are of this pitiful rank of Men, who take fo 
great pride and delight, in being conſtant 
adorers, and humble fervants to their Miſtril. 
ſes beauty, nor in railery, bur in reality, who 
are as very happy in their own conceit, it their 
Miſtriſſes do oblige them with a kind word, 
or favourable look, as if the Day Star from 
above had come to viſit them, and to lead 
them into eternal light, and that all the A4- 
ſpes of the Stars had combin'd together, to 
be propitious to them. 

Yet after all 'tis a very great pity, that 
theſe ſort of Miſtriſſes, do not beſtow on theſe 


- kind of ſervants Lace to their Coats, for ſure 
* they are fools enough to delerve it, and I fee 


no reaſon why ſuch who are ſo ambitious of 
their 
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their ſervice, ſhould refuſe to wear their Li: 
veries, and be out of Countenance to be khown 
Fools by their Coats, when they are tor 
aſham'd to deſerve that name by their a&ti- 
ons. 


with rags; and 1o indeed ought ſuch Men, 
who are dull and drowiie in the exerciſe of 
their- own power, and over-aCtive in their 


obedience to Womens, for which they well | 


deſerve to wear the Colours of their Miſtriſles 
Soveraignity, and their ſlayery, on the ragg'd 
Fools Coat of their own ſimplicity. 


. Sureall ſuch Men as will debaſe themſelves 
into ſuch aneffeminate ſervitude, as to render 


It both cafieand habitual to them, cannot pre- 
tend in the leaſt to poſſeſs a noble or gene: 
rous ſpirit, for that muſt be averſe to it, ſince 
it makes a Mannotony unfit to ſerve his Xing 
"Ward Country, (the duty of every good SubjeR,) 
but even ro be uſeful ro himlſelt, and family. 
Whereas if young Men ſtudied n0b/e Sciences, 
inſtead of courting handſom Women, who can 
only divert their Time, probably corrupt their 
Lives, whereas the practice of vertue, andthe 
ſtudy of Men and buſineſs, with other uſeful 
Sciences, will refine and ſtrengthen ' their 
knowledge, fortifie prudence in their ations, 
kindle Magnanimity in their hearts, raiſc glo- 
rious defires in their minds, and ſo poliſh'and 
regulate all the weighty aCtions of their lives, 
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ſo asto render them fit to ſerve. their Country, 
both in War and Peace, and. themſclyes:and 


families to boot,” which , advantage can-neyer 
redound on either, by courting and ſetying 


| beauty never ſo long, for. meer beauty ſake: 


And I wonder your beauty Corrtiers do not 
obſerve, thar great beauties ſeldom eſteem; the 
long attendance, or great ſervices of their Ado- 
rers as they ought, becauſe they value more 
their own beauty than they ſhould; which 
makes it common for ſuch Women to ruin 
their Lovers liberty, to proclaim their own 
Soveraignty over it, and therefore ſure it can- 
not appear very unreaſonable, that ſuch Men 
as will make themſelves Slaves to Womens 
beauty, ſhould paſs for fools in ſober Mens 
thoughts. ' :- LEY 1 
." Indeed there's one Law (and but-one Law I 
know) which though a_ French one, yet-as 
great lovers as our Eng/iſh Ladies are of the 
French faſhions 3 they are ſo far from eſteem- 
ing or allowing it, as they wilt not endure ſo 
much as to hear it nam'd; and thar's called the 
Salick Law, which in France prohibits the ie* 
male Sex from wearing the Breeches, and 
Reigning, which our high-ſpirited governing 
Women in Evg/and, ſo hate the Name, of, as 
there was a report, they were about calling 4 
Parliament of Women, to vote it high Tred- 
fon, againſt the Power of their preſent Govern- 
ment, to but name, bringing that Law: intg 

FQ " Englattdy 
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Exgland ; but as good tortune would have it; 
they could not agree among themſelves about 
- chuſing a Speaker, for every one would by 
one, and knowing where all will ſpeak aloud, 
hone can be heard, they were neceſſitated in 
Prudence to diſſolve that Parliament de- 
ſign. | | 
* But truly in my opinion, at the high rate of 
power Womens beauty now Governs, the £4 
. dies have no cauſe tobe concern'd, that the 
Breeches are notgiven to themby A& of Parlia- 
ment, ſince it is freely beſtowed on them by zhe 
Cuſtom of the Country, and Cuſtom you know makes 
Laws, and thoſe as binding as any ſhe- 4 of 
Parliament, {\nice they are ratified and confirm: 
ed by the Major part of the Lords Spiritaal and 
Temporal, as well as the Knights Burgeſſes, and 
Commons, who by many Signs and Tokens 
give great cauſe of fear, that they have ſub 
mitred, in a perfect obedience to beauties So- 
veraign power and Wives Government over 
their Husbands. 
Indeed for the Proteſtant Clergy, they muſt 
be concern'd parties and tellow ſufferers, in the 
_—_ Calamity of having Governmg Wives: 
bur for the Roman Clergy,they are quite tree from 
that miſery and ſervitude, becauſe they muſt 
never Marry, ſo that they can be no concern'd 
parties, as to their own Wives, and therefore 
may be aiding and aſſiſting in promoting, and 
confirming Wives in their Univerſal EU 
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and DISCOURSES. 35 
chy over their poor Husbands, which they are 
briskly ſayling rowards with atoo © Heng 
Gail.. But Thope the Fates will protet pans 
Husbands, from fuch an unnatural, ſha 
and 7yrannical kind of Government; for if e 
all Wives ſhould attain to that Supremacy of 
Power, ( which but too many have already, 
Wives would then make ſuch a total deſtruCti- 
on of all 'Husbands aurhoricy over them, as 
the Wives Monarchy would be then as abſolute 


in England, as that of the French Xing is now 


in France, and would make then their F/ws- 
bands as great Fools, as that Xivg do's now his 
ordinary Subjefts Slaves: In ſhort I really fan- 
cy, Engliſh Wives would be then as very reſo- 
lure in maintaining their new Franchiſes over 
all their Zusbands in England; as the Pope is 
now ſteady in deſtroying the old Franchiſes of 
all Anbalfabers in Rome. : 

Then we 'muſt conclude, that Diogenes 
his Prophecy is fullfil'd, who order'd him- 
ſelf to be buried with his Face downward, 
ſaying, The World will turn npfide down, and 
then he ſhall /ze in his right place. Then' we 
ſhall reckon as the old Germans and Gauls did; 
by Nights, not Days: Then we ſhall look On 


all Government, as we read Hebrew, that's 
backward. Then that Verſe ſhall be razed 


our 'of the Bible, that ſays the Woman is the 


weaker Yeſſel : Nor ſhall 8. Pauls inftruftion to 


Titus when heleft him in Crete, paſs for good 
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praCtical DoCtrin, 1 7im. 12. That. young We 
men; are. to be ſober, diſcreet, and obediem 
#6 heir Husbands, the Apoſtle thereby plainly 
ying, That a Hives obedience, is a Wives 
"#Ifcretion, Then ſhall the old-Men ſee YViftons, 
and the young. Men, (eſpecially the tnarried) 
dream Dreams. _ ot 
And now I would gladly hear what ſort. of 
anſwer and interpretation, the Governing-/pirit 
Ladies will make to the Queſtion of our blef 
ſed. Saviour, Can the Servant be greater than 
his Lord? For ſurely Wives aſſuming power, 
.cannot render them ſo over ſenſeleſs, as to fancy 
heask.d it as a-Queſtion of doubt, but ſpoke 
Itas a thing of impoſlibility, that a Servant 
.can be.greater than his Lord, any more than 
a Son-elder than his Father. Ny. 
. And now Womenare about impoſllbiliries, 
and yain dreams, methinks they ought to en 
_ deavour getting the Philoſophers ſtone, tor that 
D would be very convenient to carry about in 
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ET their Breeches Pockets, ſo thatas they have now 
> got the powerful kxack, to change. Men into 
2 8 Women, and their poor Husbands Rextals int6 


Shop-books, ſo'they may then by the vertue of 

the ſame Elixir, and the more powerful Charms 

of their own killing 4eauty, turn all Metal irito 

Gold, as well as too many, Wiyes now a days 

turn their filly ZHusbands Lands :gnd Woods in- 

. to. rich Gownes, and fine Coaches. Twas the 
ſaying of a great Roman, (whol fancy Marcy 
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2 kind of an - Engliſh humor'd Wite ) that the 


Womens rich Gowns deſtroy'd more Mev, than 
all the Enemies Arrows. h 
"And now Reader, Tam ſure you muſt betir'd 
as well as I am of this Subject of Womens 


Power, tho many Men are not of their ſubje- 


&ion to it, and therefore I will now take leave 
of theſe great beauty adorers, for I cannot as 
they do, Dream with my Eyes open, nor can 
Iſpate them ſo much of my patience, as to 
wait for the Chimera iſſues of their Dreams, my 
deſign being only to write of, not to dwell on 
this Subje&, and perhaps I have already not 
only writ more on it than I ſhould, bus ſharper. 
of it than I ought; for conſidering. how.ge- 
nerally, as well as powerfully Women now, 
wear the Breeches, "tis dangerous provoking 
them, eſpecially having 'now in my mind the 
faying of a great Philoſopher, Thoſe that conþi- 


der little (as moſt Women do) are apt to be an- 


gry ſoon, __ | 

_ And ſure if wiſe Solomon in his days, when 
certainly the Women did not then. pretend to 
half the power they now uſurp, could prefer 
dwelling in a Wilderneſs, before living with 
an angry Woman, how cautious, nay tearful 
ought the writers of this fubje&t to be in of- 
fending them; ' when their Anger is as fierce, 


as their power is great ; and in ſome Women, 


their paſſionate revengeful humor ſuitable ta 
both : Therefore if the Apoſtle thought he 
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tad good reaſon to pray to be deliver'd from 
unreaſonable Men, fure Men may alſo pray to 
be deliver'd from unreaſonable Women. © + 

And. doubtleſs as it ſujrs well. with all the 
meaſures of true Reaſon, and good Policy, 
that rhoſe who Command, ought to be wiſer 
than they who are to obey. And therefore 
Women ought not to uſe a Soveraignty over 
Mens AdQions, whilſt they are Subjects to, 
their own Paſlions, and ſure none. can deny 
this Ttuth, that ſhe who cannotRule her ſelf, 
is very unfit to Govern another. 

Bur 'tis full time for me to begin to relin- 
quiſh'the argument of this pore. 14 SubjeQ, 
having ſpent time enough in dabling my Pen 
an the brinks of ir, for I did not dare venturg 
farther, for fear Icould not get out of it, ſa 
- Rrrong and fierce, is the ſtream of female power,| 
that like an anruly torrent it runs fo violent, 
that Tam afraid inſtead of making it my bu- 
ſineſs to diſwade you againſt it ; I fancy my 
ſecureſt way to defend my ſelf is by a retreat 
from it; for I find Ican only a&t on this Sub- 
je, as good Pilots do in great Storms, who 
tho they cannot ſhew their power to make the 
winds obey them, yet they may ſhew their 
Skill, in making the bgſt uſe to have them pro- 
ſperous. And fo in Soldierſhip, in extremity 
of danger, 'a well made Retreat is as commen- 
dable, as a great Victory obtain'd, and deſerves 
ro be Crown'd with Laurel as well as with ON 
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and DISCOURSES. 39 
Trophies of a great Conqueſt, and that Soldier, 
who has only Courage to make a bold Charge, 
and wants $kill to make a good Retreat, has 
learn'd but half that belongs to the making ofa 
great Captain: We read that: Homer the King 
of Poets, praiſed Achi/es for underſtanding the 
great Art, of knowing how, and when to run 
away conveniently : Adyerſity hath her Yer- 
t«es, as wellas Night has her Szars, and a great 
General may ſhew his good Condudt; in the 
midſt of his bad fortune, and ill ſucceſs. So 
I cannot but hope, that this my attempt in 
writing for the moderating Womens over- 
ruling power, was good, tho my ſucceſs in ac- 
compliſhing is but bad, and therefore I will 
give it over. And as Ships of War, fire Guns 
in their Retreat our of their Stern, fo ſhall I 
here in the end of this Diſcourſe, diſcharge in 
my Retreat this farther Conſideration, Thar 
Wives over-governing Power runs its Courſe 
quite contrary to the overflowing ſtreams of 
the River Nilus, for that by it produces great 
advantage where Cer it goes, without letting 
any know from whence it comes; but all Men, 
(and in a moſt eſpecial manner the Married,) 
can tell by woful experience, that Womens 
overflowing power, in goyerning their Hus- - 


bands, muſt and does produce fad efteds, and 


ſhameful diſorder where e're it goes. 
And do: but ask one of theſe mean-ſpirited 
Husbands, from whenee his Wives governing 
C4 power 
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DOWeP comes, and he cannot deny, but it flows 
ior the fame ſpring his meant effeminare hu: 
mor does, inaHowing it, uſurpation; and Iam 
ſure our father Adam, for being ruld by his 
 Wike; did juſtly receive, as well as truly de: 
| ſerve; Gods wrath; and puniſhment for it, and 
therefore ſurely all ſuch mean;' tame, pittiful 
govern'd Husbands, well | deſerye all ſober 
Mens contempr-and ſcorn as the juſt demerit of 
{6 Thameful a condeſcenfion, which argues ei: 
ther their want of wit or manhood.” 'And now 
the only hope of Reformation that appears to 
#5 on'this particular is, that Solomon tells us, 
| thee” Sa time for all things, a time tomonrn, and 
u'time to rejoyce; ſo that there may be'yetatime. 
Hereafter,: for Wives to obey, as well as they 
have 'n6w to/ conimand, and when they will 
ſubmit as'they "ought to their Husbands Go: 
verkment, then hey will certainly deferve that 
praiſe and reſpe&-thar is due to.the honour of 
their Sex,andreceivethe admiration of all Mens 
zuft courtſhip/and eſteem: then may be preſent- 
don rhe Stage apain,' the old#aſhion Play, fo 


' . Yery lonpout of date, fas few Husbands re- 


member1t wasever Acted,) call'd Rule a Wife, 
dnd have a Wife,” -which indeed very few Huſ- 
batids dare fay they do; ( I mean before their 
Wives, ) and' few would-be beliey'd if they: re- 
ally did, ſo rare- and ſtrange a thing is this 
thitig call'd Wife, obedience, as many belieye 
*is only to be tound at Fohn Tredeskins, am6ng 
his Colle&tions of Antiquities. So, 
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So that 1 muſt be torc'd ro yeild that this 
rare Woman temper of Wife obedience is a 
thing only to be hoped, not expected, and 
therefore I will not yainly ſtrive as Xerxes did, 
to level Mountains, .nor with Nero, attempt 
ro: alter the Courſe of the Sea ; but inſtead of 
endeayouring ſuch impoſlibilities, I will now 


41 


' wiſely reſolve, neither to trouble my ſelf, nor 


ruling Wives, to difiwade them to leſſen their 
governing power, which Iam ſure, would be 
a Task as hard for me to, obtain, as that of 
Xerxes or Nero was to perform ; Womens go- 
verning power, m_ ſo long and deep rooted 
an uſurpation, poſſeſſed by ſo many Wives,/and 


| yielded to by ſo many Husbands, as long Cu- 


ftom has made it a Diſeaſe in moſt Husbands 


- minds, incident like the infirmities of ſickneſs 


or age to their bodies, which commonly has 
ſuch diftempers that attend ir, that they are 
worthy of all Mens pity, tho paſt all Mens 
cure : Therefore I will imitate your good Phy- 
ſitians, who eſteem it unſafe to ſtir up thoſe 
humors, they cannot poten purge away, 
and upon this conſideration I ſhall now muzle 


my Pen, and ſound a Retreat, eſteeming it 
more wiſe and ſafe, to think much, rather than 
write more on this extenfive and dangerous 
Subject. | | 


THE 
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THE THIRD 
DISCOURSE. 


Of the inconſtancy of moſt young. Ladies, 
eſpecially that are cry'd up beauties, and \ 
the folly of any one that believes he is ful- 
ly acquainted, and ſolely poſſeſſed of a 


vain Ladies heart, and can give go0d rea-. 
ſons for the various mations of ber Love 
Changes. 


CIV F; / _ o OT" 


Cannot deny but that young Womens 

4 Company may be very advantageous, as 
well as agrecahle to young Men, as being ve- 
ry uſeful ro whet their wit, to Civilize their 
behaviour, and toPoliſh their Diſcourſes; but 
yet they ought ſtill co remember, that the 
Converſation of theſe vain young gay Ladies,is 
ro be us'd but like Sawce ito Meat, good to 
 quickenthe Stomack, but bad to make a Meal 
on, being to be taken like ſtrong Cordials, not 
too much, nor too often, and therefore to make 
their viſits ſo maderate, as not to keep longer 
in their Company than juſt to refreſh and fit 
their minds for better employment, and by 
# thels 
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theſe means young Men may reliſh young La- 
dies Converfatian with great guſto, and return 
ro them with a no leſs vertuous than agree- 
able inclination. | 
But inſtead of obſerving theſe wiſe meaſures 
moſt of our young Gallants, make pats 


of -handſom Women, not only their paſtime, 
bur their buſineſs, :ſo as to walt all their Fime, 
and uſe all cheir endeavors in the purſuit, and 
attempts of gaining every new handſom face 
they ſee, and if it be but new, it muſt be hand- 
ſom and taking, if 'twere only for being new, 
on the modiſh account of ſweet variety. 

| And truly moſt of our vain Ladies fall not 
at all ſhort of them: in the ſame aCt of Incon- 
ſtancy, but are as extravagantly fooliſh, and 
as little real as they, and therefore if 'twere 
poſſible to perſwade young Gallants and La- 
dies, but to allow themſelves time ſeriouſly 
to conſider this matter, IT am apt to think firſt 
that Men would be aſham'd of their folly to 
rely on the airy, fickle and inconſtant humors 
of moſt of our vain modiſh Ladies, eſpecially 
that are the cried up beauties; and theſe our 
fickle .Ladies no leſs bluſh (I mean if their 
Peeter would give them leaye,) at their indi» 
ſcretion in recciving thoſe- high praiſes, and 
believing thoſe great Complements, and often 
repeated Oaths, their young Gallants make 
them, when in real Truth, theſe Gallants are 
as much inconſtang to their Miſtriſſes as their 

| Miſtriſſes 
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44 CHARA C TE RS. 
Miſtriſſes can be to them; and their perjured 
Vows of conſtancy on both fides,. weigh as 
little in themſelves, as the breath rhat ſpeaks 
them, which immediarly vaniſhes into meer 
Air, without ever making the leaſt return, 
their Tongues and*Hearts being ſo great ſtran- 
gers, as there's ſeldom any correſpondence 
between them; ſo that 'tis moſt-certain that 
ſuch Men may very rationally -extra&t out of 
Womens ficklenels, this'true'Concluſion, that 
the more they confide; either: on Chance, For- 
tune, orhandfom Womens Conſtancy, (which 
are all three now a days much alike,)the-mors 
folly as well' as falſchood they* entertain 'in 
their relyance and depending on them © © 
_ 1-iSir Fohn Sucklin was' a perſon of great Wit 
and Parts, and not only highly efteem'd of by 
che' applauded witry Men, but by the hand- 
form Ladies of 'his age, and was'one who had 
made many Philoſophical Eſſays, on the wa- 
vering nature, and various windings of many 
of the Ladies:humors, and inclinations, as far 
as an extraordinary Wit, 'a plentiful Fortune, 
a 'liberal' Mind, an open Purſe, and a Yenus 
heart, could carry him; and after having em- 
ploy'd all theſe, with all che care and induſtry 
imaginable, he found moſt young Womens 
hearts, ſo volatile and inconſtanr, and to 
come 1o far ſhort of real Truth, as nothing can 
be farther, which occaſion'd this noble Xyzght- 
Errant, to leave behind him in Print,” this 
02 28 Le | friendly 


ſucceſs attends this Mans undertakings, and a 
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friendly Caution, that it might appear as pub- 
lick, as young Womens inconſtancy, or young 
Mens folly, who pretend to a perfe&t know- 
ledge, and fole pollefiion of a. young beauties 
heart; you that propound to your ſelves propriety 
in Love, know Womens hearts like ſtraws do move, 
and that which you vainly think is Sympathy with 
you, 1s really but Love to Jet in general. | 

Indeed the moſt experienc'd Yexus Philoſo- 
phers, and enlightned InſpeCtors into the hu- 
mors of moſt Womens hearts, and affe&ions, 
are apt to make. as groſs overſights, in their 
gueſſes, and fancies of their making good Wives, 
or true Lovers, as the ableſt Seamen do often 
commit miſtakes in their fight at Sea, ſome- 
times taking Land for Clouds, other times 
Clouds for Land. 

Really the very beſt and moſt able Maſters 
of Art, and moſt Critical Enquirers with their 
greateſt obſervations, and pretences of know- 
ledge as to the Motions of Ladies hearts, can 
a make ſuch imperfe& gueſſes and ſpecu- 
lations as Aſtronomers do of the Operation 
of the Stars, - which is but by the great; 
they can give an account of the general order 
of Providence in their Stations and Morions, 
bur can give no certain Rule, or true Meaſure 
to diſcern their Influences upon particular ati- 
ons, or bodies, no more, than they can give a 
reaſon, (other than Gods Will,) why conſtage 


con- 
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46 CHARACTERS 
continued ill fortune waits on another Mans en. 
deavorsor why a wicked curſed Tyrant ſhould 
live out his Natural Life profperouſly among 
his abuſed Vaſſals, and our highly excellent, 
and truly pious Martyr King Charles the firſt, 
of ever Blefſed Memory, ſhould be barbarouſly 
Murder'd by his own free Subjects; which is a 
molt clear and plain Leſion of inſtruttion, not. 
to Judg the true right. of Cauſes, by the falſe 
light of ſucceſſes, andtherefore ſober religious 
Men, freely own their ignorance as to the cer- 
tain Cauſes, of the divers effeQ&s of Gods pro- 
vidence as to the event of things in this world; 
therc being ſuch an infinity of Cauſes thar de- 
pend on one another, that good and wife 
Chriſtians eſteem it their beſt and ſafeſt way, 
tolivein a ſtate of Neutrality, as to a pretend- 
ing knowledge, of the ctffects of Gods provi- 
dence in the Iflues either of his Mercies or 
Judgments. - 

And truly if our young Gallants were as 
wiſe as they ought to be, they would alſo live 
in a State of Neatrality, as to their Judgment'of 
the motions of young Ladies fancies, and be 
ſatisfied with theſe general notions, thar their 
minds, and inclinations are generally bent ro- 
wards men, who are young, handſom, rich, 
witty, high born, well bred; and thelike; but 
| how to diſcern ſpecial Cauſes, for particular 
Occurrences, and to be able to tell rhe true 
reaſons, and give the juſt meaſures, for Wo- 
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mens ſo often differing and varying in their 
Love fancies, is I believe beyond the power 
of Man to Judge; ſome Women eſteeming the 
black before the fair, others the fair before - 
the black, in which few agree; or this hand- 
ſom Man before t'other, and ſometimes an ug- 
ly Man before them both, Womens likingsto 
Men, being like their mode of governing, who 
tho the power be {till the ſame and certain, 
yet, the manner of it is always changeable and 
inconſtant. 

Ifay in all theſe changes or rovings of fan- 
cy, the moſt knowing, and experienc'd Lovers, 
* can make at very beſt but imperfe& Guelles, 
almoſt as very uncertain as Womens Conſtan- 
cy, or young Mens Love; which indeed is 
much of the nature of common Hay and Stub- 
ble, which a little ſpark lights, and a ſmall 
_ time conſumes; young Men being more in- 
conſtant in their addreſſes, than very beauty 
in its duration, moſt of 'our young Gallants 
Love, being not able to ay th. to the ſame - 
degree of Elevation, as the ſhort ſpace where- 
in their Miſtriſſes beauty does: In a word, I 
think the beſt Wir, and moſt. knowing Lo- 
yer,” cannot fay better of the nature of Wo- 
mens Love, than what S. Au/tin ſaid of the 
nature of the Times, I fancy I know it, when 
wo body bids me deſcribe it, but find 1 am igno- 
rant of it, when any does. 


Truly 
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. being ſo often miſled by the vain Love flaſhes 
of their preſent Airy fancy. And indeed when 
ayoung Mans alluring beauty, (or what _ 
you plcaſe to call it,) attra&s a young | 

mans ſight, and thereby moves her fickle oe 
cy, and inconſtant likings, and fo ſtamps | A 


fierce, but. haſty-impreſiion of Love on her 
tender ſlippery heart, which commonly makes 


the newelt object, the richeſt prize, for indeed 
moſt of our modiſh Ladies Gallants are to them 
like the Faſhions, where uſually the-laſt Com- 
mer, is beſt lik'd; and moſt us'd. 

And the Jeſt of i it is, that many of theſe 
changeable Ladies being ſo ſmitten, are apt to 
believe that this their laſt Love is the only true 
one, and that all their former. Loves were bur 


a kind of Muſhrom Love, which ſprung upin | 


a Nightas Muſhroms do, without any Roat ; 
bur that this their preſent Loveis built on good 
reaſon, and true conſideration, and therefore 
ſhall be like the Laws of the Medes and Per- 
fians, unalcerable, being ſo deeply engraven 
in their marble hearts as 'tis never to be alter- 
ed:or worn out bur by death, forgetting all the 
Changes they tormerly made;and by the ſame 


Rule of Inconſtancy they may hereafter make, 


according to the taking obje&ts which new con- 
yerfation may preſent, and that 'tis poſſible, 


i 


i" 


j 1cuiy tew.ot our Vain Ladies, guide chem: 
ſelves in their Love choices'by the clear Light, | 
and true Rule of Reaſon, which occaſions their. 
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|| if not probable, that their preſent paſſion of 

f Love thatis ſo newly kindled and fully lighted, 
- | may in ſome farther rime be ſwallow'd up; and 
extinguiſhed by a more inviting beaury, rhat 
may preſent more charming and agreeable; 
and 'ris moſt certain that the Love which poſ- 
ſelſes and inflames a young Ladies heart laſt; 
Eclipſes all former fancies, as the Suns appear- 
ance darkens all other Lights, the .Sun being 
to be feen by no other light but his own. In 
ſhort, moſl Womens hearts, and Love yows 
of Conſtancy, are to be read bur like ſtrange 
Propliecies, which are to be underſtood; nor 
by their Words; bur by-their Events: 

Indeed moſt of our airy Ladies, are fo vola- 
tile and fickle in their Amours, as not only 
their Eyes, hearts and inclinations, but their 
whole nature is ſo addicted. ro change and ya- 
riety, as one might as caſily fix Mercury, ot 
make brickle Glaſs malleable,as to fix a young 
Womans humor, and love-fancy, ſo as not 
to break out intochangeand inconſtancy, they 
being more fickle arid changable, than the very 
Wind it ſelf, for there are Trade Winds thar 
blow ſtill certainly one way all the Year, with- 
out ever altering from the ſame Point and 
Place; bur a vain Ladics Conſtaricy, is not cer- 
tainly to be found ar any time, or in any place, 
their Love-humors being like the Camelions 
Colouts, whoſe property is to have no certain 
bne; So that 'tis no wonder to ftnd a young 
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Woman that is inconſtanc,. but a greater one 
to find one that is notz the Earth being not 
more variable in-all her Properties, nor the 
Heaven in all its Influences, than moſt of the 
- vain fear beauties are in their Love-fancies; 
and ſure if the Baſis and ground-work of theit 
whole Love-nature be ſandy, the more Men 
foundation on their Conſtancy, (I mean only 
in point of Love) the more they expoſe them 
ſelves: ro their- deceit, and conſequently to 
creating their miſery. 


—— 


Therefore I am. clearly\of opinion, thar a 


to Ladies Conſtancy, when the. greateſt Cri 
ticks have made their moſt ſtudious- Obſer 
yations, and Eſſay'd their moſt ſubtil experi 
ments, on all the points of Loves Compaſg 
rhey muſt own their Ignorance touching rhe 
various ways and diverſity of motions of Wo- 
mens minds, ſince Loye often works upon 
their Imaginations, and flies to their Hearty, 
as Bluſhes do-to- their Faces, which they can 
neither command their going, or hinder their 
coming, ſince they ſtill go and come ar theit 
own rate; theretore am fully of opinion, 


that the moſt able Arciſts, Natvraliſts, and Ve8 


nus Philoſophers with all their ſpeculative 
Rules and Meaſures, ought to ſtrike Sail, and 
yield to common. practical experience, as to 
the Choices of young Womens ſeveral farcies 
in their Love-likings 3 and to grant that Mens 
beſt Logick will be to Argue, in moſt young 

Womens 
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Womens way of Arguing, "Tis fo, becaule'tis 
lo, 


L — 


Since then the diſcovery of the Ebbing and 
Flowing of young Womens hearts and minds, 
are like thar'of the Sea, a wonderful Motion, 
expoſed to the publick view of all, but con- 
ceal'd from the true knowledge of -any, for 
one may as rationally hope to firid thePhilolo- 
phers Stone, that; turns all Metals into Gold, 
as to find the Art of turning all youngLadies 
Love-fancies ſo as to meet in one Centre of 
Conſtancy; which is as impoſſible as to'be able - 
to meaſure the Sea with your Span, or what's 
as feaſible ro fathom the depth of a young Wo- 
mans inclinations, with the Plummer of your 
reaſon, their changable Love being as very far 
from true certainty, as almoſt the drop of Ink 
that writes this. is from the Ocean: /'There- 


fore ſhall end this Diſcourſe: with this/ferious 


Conſideration, and Reſolution, that ſince*tis 
not in the power of Man to find it out, fairly 
to leaveir as ſuch, and hereafter only to-won- 
der, at ones wondring, at my. not being; able to 


- diſcover the various humors, and infticate 


windings of young Womeris minds at all times; 
when few of them know theit ownat any time. 
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THE FOURTH 
of- Marr iage, and Wives who uſurp ago: 


verning Power over their | Flusbands, 
which is now ſo common, as it's become al- 
. . moſt the general grievance of the Nation. 


þ &4. | 2 9 LA 58 6.0 _ 


TJ Here are of Wives, as of moſt other 


+ Þ things, two ſorts, the good and the bad; 


che good preſents the Husband with much hax- 
pineſs, and great Content; and the bad creates 
as much: miſery. and diſſatisfa&tion : The firſt 
15:2 kind of Heaven, the ſecond-a fort of Hell 


upon: Earth, for there can be no cagy ax. 


ſcated--in the mid-way between them, for out 
of Purgatory 'tis poſſible to be redeem'd for 
Mony,: but from Marriage 'tis impoſlibie to 
be ranſom'd but by death. All T ſhall ſay of 
Purgatory 1s, that it there's ſuch- a Place, 
( which I cannor believe.) tho it may be much 
viſited, yer fancy 'tis little inhabited, becauſe 


fuch'as have Mony may buy themſelves our of | 
* it, ang thoſe that haye none, are not worth 


ceping 1n ir. 


[ 


ti 
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T ſhall here only name ſome of the main in- 
gredients that'go ro make up the Compoſiti- 
on of a real happy Marriage, to compleat 
which there muſt be on both ſides, hearty love, 
and true liking; that fo they may joyn their 
Hearts, as well as the Minifter does their 
Hands, and as their Marriage Vow makes 
them tho two, bur one Fleſh; ſo it muſt make 
B them borh, to be but of one Mind, and one 
Concern, which is, to pleaſe one another; and 
to this good Conſort of Humors, . and Inclina- 
tions, there muſt be added a like depree of 
Age, and a ſuitable manner of breeding as 
well as an equality of Families and Fortunes, 
and all theſe Flowers are ro be bound up into 
'B a ſweet and well made Noſegay, by a fervent 
'Þ Zeal, and a holy love toPiety and Vertue, for 
| withour a mixture of theſe, the Married 
| Couple, do but found their happineſs on the 
| Sand, and build all their hopes of Content, 
"| with untempered Mortar ; for tho 'ris as true 
| as common, that meer beauties do often breed 
* | great fondneſs, yet it can never create true 
Love; for beauty is bur the ſlight: fading var- 
| 


niſh of the Face which ſoon wears off, but Ver- 
tue is the ſubſtantial laſting beauty of rhe 
Mind, and makes a handſom fine Lady, like 
the Kings Daughrer, all glorious within, and 
| preſerves her Marriage Love in aſweet, and 
perfe& Harmony, without which, it can have 
no duration, but muſt ſoon fade, and rayel out 
into change and inconſtancy. D 3 And 


..4S good as his Wite is, that there cannot be a 
Ma Ears 
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© And now I multtell you, I know not cer- 
eainly. where to dire& you to find the great. 


rarity of ſuch a happy well match'd Couple; 
but chis I know, that where cer they are tobe 


found about this Kingdom, 'ris a thouſand 


pities thar death ſhould ever rake them our of ix 


becauſe they are fo very hard to be found in ir, 


And now I have nam'd ſome of the princi- 
pal Ingredients, that are abſolutely neceſſary 


_ to compleat a happy Marriage, I hope I ſhall 
not need here name any of thoſe great Faults, 
and ill Humors, which go to the maring up 


the Compoſition of a bad Wife, þut ſhall re- 
fer you to the next Husband you meet, and 
know, who can certainly tell you by woful 


_ experience. ſome of them that his Wite has, and 


the next you inquire after may tell you more 


for every Husband can tell you more or leſs of 


his Wives faults; for there is no Husband but 
knows ſome, and 'ris well if ſhe has not ſome 
more than he knows, ſo thar I ſhall only need 


tell you. here by whole-ſail, that as many Fi-. 


gures joyn'd rogether make a great. Sum, ſo 


many great Faults and croſs peeviſh ill humors 


united in one Woman make anill Wife. 

.,, Naw if you would know the difference be- 
tween ſuch Husbands, who eſteem themſelves 
In their Wives very. happy, and thoſe that be- 
lieyc themſelves ro be made by them very mi- 
icrable! Of the firſt kind; che Husband thinks, 


p 
2 


I 


; 


- R_ > Ltda fe WY i » 


—— 2 


ad DISCOURSES. x; 


Wife that has no fault, the other thinks that 
there can be no fau't, bur what his Wife has: 
ſo that the ſum total of this difference is eaſily 
caſtup in theſe few words, as to the belief chat 
good, and bad Husbands have of their Wives 
faults, that. all Wives have ſome, and' fome 
Wives have all. 

But this truth, neither the good or bad Hus- 
band can deny, that tho there areas weil bad 
as good ſucceſſes in Mens choice of Wives, and 
Wives choice of Husbands, yetthat does notat 
all leſſen, or take from, the holy Inſtitution of 
Marriage; which is pure and comfortable in it 
ſelf, tho more are made miſerable than happy 
by it, Marriage being a Sacred Order, not only 
as old as our father 4damr, but almoſt as Nature 
her ſelf, for it began with the World, and is nor 
like to end-but with ir, and can truly boaſt, 
both of the greateſt Antiquity for its Parent, 
and the firſt rank of Miracles for its honour ; 
for Scripture tells us, that the firſt Miracle our 
bleſſed Saviour did in Canaa was at aWedding, 
and we read in Genefts, that God had no ſooner ji- 
niſhed Creating the World, but he preſently ated 
a Miracle in it, by making a Marriage, for the per 
feftion of which, he miraculouſly divided one body 
into two, and united two bodies into one. © 
And inthoſe bleſſed days of purity and inno- 
centy, before ſin began roreign in the World, 
God the great Maker, and wiſe diſpoſer of all 
things, thought one Husband ſufficient for one 
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Wife, and one Wife for one Husband ; bur in 
our wicked Ape of exceſs, wantonneſs and in- 
conſtancy, there are crowds of Men and Wo- 
men thar liſt themſelves into the holy Order of 
Matrimony, that will not confine-themſclves 
to. thoſe limited..bounds which God himſelf 
gave, and they themſelves vow'd to keep, bur 
will rather choofe: rhoſe Adulterous courlcs 
God has forbid, than uſe thoſe lawful means, 
which God has given by Marriage: Bur tis 
2a {in deſcends tous from our father 4dam ; to 
leaveall the lawful fruit in the Garden,» to eat 
of the forbidden Tree. | 
__Andnowl fancy it need not pals for Raille- 
ry, or'a meer.:Romantick' expreſſion, to fay, 
*Twould:be now another Wedding Miracle in 
England; to ſee our vain modiſh Ladies as juſt 
and obedient to their Husbands as they ought 
to be,. or. indeed our foppilh young Gallants, 
as kind, and conſtant ro their Wives as they 
ſhould be; for we are gor into ſuch a Brood 
of. all:Wives, and bad Husbands, they com- 
monly. hunt in Couples, one {till helping to 
make the other as infamous as they can, and ſo 
aS many of the bad Wives think one Husband 
too. little, ſomany of theſe ill Husbands think 
one Wife too much. , 

Now. if any wonder at this new faſhion, of 
ranking in writing, the Wite before the HufF 
band, I fancy they will not much admire ar it, 
when I tell them my reaſon is, becauſe 'ris the 


Wives : 
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Wives right from the very beginning of the 
World, to take place and go before her Huf- 
band 3 but yer you- ought not to be either 
pleas'd or proud of it, when I remember you 
;n what manner you took place, and went be- 
fore your Husband, which was only in ſinful 
diſobedience, a miſery Wives ought ever to 


' mourn for, but never to boaſt of, and which is 
ſo far from anew faſhion, as we may read in 


Scripture 'ris as very old as the firſt Woman, 
and afforded 44am no other excuſe for his be- 
ing perſwaded to diſobedience by his Wite, 


than that the Woman beguiled me, and T1 did 


eat. 

S. Paul orders the Wife to be ſubjeCt to her 
Husband, and gives this reaſon for it, for 
firſt Adam was made, then Eve, to ſhew *tis 
the Mans place to go firſt, and the Woman to 
follow the Man, and npt the Man to follow 
the Woman, ſo thar'tis moſt clear by the Law 
of God, the Woman was made- for the Man, 
and formed the weaker Veſſel; . but by our 
new Engliſh praCtice, it ſeems to paſs for good 


 currant modiſh-do@&rin, that the Man was 


created for the Woman, and made the weaker 
Veſlel, elſe ſure Men would never endure, that 
ſo very many Wives ſhould rule their Hus- 
bands, and fo very few Husbands ſhould go- 
vern their Wives. - | 
The ſubtil Lawyers that can talk the craftieſt 
Men out of their mony ; (ſome giving them in- 


deed 
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deed only bur talk for their mony) cannot yer 
talk their Wives into due obedience, many of 
 /them only laughing at their Husbands threats 
' of bringing Writs of Errors, and Actions of 
Treſpaſs, againſt them, for uſurping and pra- 
Qiſing an unlawful governing power over 
them, which tho contrary to Magna Charta, and 
the fundamental Law of this Kingdom, and all 
other Laws whatſoever, except that of Cuſtom; 
yet Lawyers Wives will keep this Law in full 
force, (1 am ſure they cannot ſay, and vertue) 
:for they break all Laws, both divine and human 
by ir. 
- Nor can our Miniſters with all their Canoni- 
cal pravity, Divine Rhetorick, and eloquent 
Preaching, teach their Wives ſo eficually S, 
Pauls leſion of ſubmiſſion as to make them pay 
. them ſo much as the Tyrhe of obedience, for if 
they could, fure they would never ſuffer them 
to wear ſuch rich Clothes, 'which is not only | 
unſuitable to the gravity and decency of a C/er- 
gy Mans Wife, but very contradiCtory to the 
Apoſtle Pauls dottrin,who orders in general all 
Women, and ſure Miniſters Wives above all, 
not to adorn themſelves with rich, but modeſt 
Apparel ; nor can our great Merchants that . 
Plow the Scas with their Ships to all Kingdoms 
of the World, in all their long Voyages, and 
great dealings, purchaſe any conſiderable quan- 
tity of this rare Commodity, call'd Wite obe- 
 dicnce, and let me te!l them, nor for their _ 
ort, 
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fort, it they can buy none of ir abroad, they 
will hardly find any given them at home. 

Nay Imay yet go farther, and ſay, that the 
greateſt, and moſt wiſe Stateſmen with all - 
their Politicks, cannot make their Wives pay 
them their juſt obedience, and I fancy their 
Husbands eſteem it a great part of their wil- 
dom and prudence not to expeCt ir, becauſe 
probably they in great wiſdom do ſeriouſly 
reflect on the ſtate of their Adam, who though 
he had all the Wit and Wiſdom, Policy and 


| Power, of the whole World folely and intirely 
In himſelf, yer when he got a Wite, or rather 


a Wife got him, we all know to his high 
ſhame, and our great miſery, that ſhe govern'd 
him, not he her; by which all Husbands may 
receive this ſmall Conſolation, that Wives 
uſurping the Government, is no new Error, bur 
as old almoſt as the Creation. 
All I ſhall ſay ro our Nobility and Gentry 
on this-ſad Subject of Wives governing their 
Husbands, is only to deſire moſt of them. to 


lay their hands on their Hearts, and then tell 


me if ſecing is not believing, In truth one 
need go no farther than the Streets ro meet 


many Men that do not govern their Wives, but 


one mult travel the whole Kingdom over to 
meet a few that do. 

We find that Springs which move only by 
the meer courſe of Nature, will mount no higher 
thantheir Heads, becauſe 'ris againſt Nature 
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todo it, and if we may believe S. Paul, and 
he is no good Chriſtian that does not, he tells 
_ us that the -Hugsband is the head of the 'Wike, 

and if the Wife will bur believe that, ſure ſhe 
carinot tell how to deny. this, that Africa it 
ſelf, can produce nothing more monſtrous, than 
for a Woman to grow. above her head, which 
being the uppermoſt/part of the body, nothing 
can grow above it, for if it did, then it cat- 
not be the-uppermoſt part... Sure ſuch filly 
beaſt-like Husbands, that do not know their 
own ſtrength,” and fo allow the Prerogative 
power of Governing to be in the Wife, could 
never wonder at Balaam's Prodigy, that the 
Beaſt ſhould be wiſer than the Rider. » 

Certainly this fort of Wives that make it. 
their PraCtice, and believer their right; to ex- 
 erciſe a Sovyercignty over their Husbands, »e- 
wer read, or forgot they ever did, S. Pauls do- 
Arin, I ſuffer not the Woman to exerciſe an au- 


'  thortty over the Man, God firſt Created Mals,' 


then Female, Gods command to the Wife to 
be ſubjze& ro her Husband, was given as long 
ago as the firſt Woman, and really I believe, 
*twill be as long hence asthe laſt Wite, before 
it be ſtrictly obferv'd by a-general concurrence: 
of obedience, jt one may.judge of all Wives, by 
the common rate moſt now adays- govern at, 
and what's worle, are like to. do, for 'tis moſt 
certain, that long Cuſtom makes a' firm Law, 
and what Men are long acquainted with, they 
arc uſually well contented ar. 1 
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. I have heard-ſome of thoſe high-ſpirited go- 
-vetning Wives, that have been ſo wickedly 
fooliſh, as to borrow fome of the Devils ſo- 

phiſtry ro argue with, that becauſe the Com- 
mand of Witc obedience, is-as old as the firſt 


Woman, and was then only given to one Wo- 
man, and that beyond the memory of any 
Man, that therefore it ought now to be out of 
the practice of all Women of our times, 
eſpecially of ſuch as are modiſh and witty, and 
conſequently unfit for them to follow ; but 


thoſe that inſtead of paying obedience, make 


it their ſport to railly ar Gods Commands, let 
ſuch expect that Gods Judgment withour. rail- | 
lery will follow them.; be nor deceived, God 


will not be mocked. 


. There was among this HeCtoring brood of 
Women, a Parſon's Wife that govern'd her Hus- 
band, as too many of them do, but could nor 
govern her Tongue, as too many of them do 


'not, who was ſo very ſenſeleſs, as to ask in a 


jecring ranting manner a grave learned Miniſter 
that came to viſit her Husband who was not 
yery well, (and indeed no-wonder, for his brains 
were neycr well in their right order ſince his 
Wife firſt govern'd him): what S. Paul could 
mean by that faying, the Woman is the weaker 
Veſſel. To which the learned Miniſter grave- 
ly reply'd, Truly Madam Governeſs what the A- 
poſtle meant I know not, except your Sex was the 


weaker Veſſel in diſcretion and Cont inency. 
Indeed 
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HE Indeed were "much better for theſe high- 


ſpirited governing Wives, to confider how they 


can exempt themſelves of that great profane. 


neſs of daring to vie Miracles with the Almigh- 
ry, asin effect all governing Wives do, foras 
God wroughta Miracle by taking the Woman 
out of the Man, ſo they would act another, by 
turning the Man into the Wothan ; but Mira- 
cles are ceaſed, and I wiſh for the public good 
that all governing. Wives power were fo too 
bur if that were, ſome may object, that” then 
Miracles cannot be- ceaſed, fince that would 
be a new and great Miracle indeed. 

Really if Wives were but as wiſe as they 
ought, then they would conſider as they 
ſhould do, and conſtantly obſerve, whar they 
cannot bur ſtill rruly believe, that 'tis Gods 
poſitive, Command, that the Wife ſhould be 
in ſubjeCtion to her Husband. 

And now if TI ſhould ask one of theſe ranting 
governing Wives, this Queſtion, how'ſhe can 
pretend to exempt her ſelt from the foul tact, 
of beheading her Husband; TI really believe it 
would puzle her to give a rational and fatisfa- 
Qtoty anſwer, for it the Apoſtle S. Paul by fay- 
ing the Husband is the head of the Wife, means 
that the Husband as head has the governing 
power over the Wite, which certainly is the 
true ſenſe of theſe words, and no Wite that has 
ſence can deny it; then.the Head ſignifying 

the Power, and the Power the Head, this con- 
| clufion 
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cluſion mult neceſſarily of courſe follow. That 
the Head being the Husbands governing Pow- 
er, the Wife” that cuts off che Husbands go- 
verning Power, cuts off the Husbands head,tor 
if ſbe will allow the firſt, ſhe can hardly deny | 
the latter; bur I ſhall end this Diſcourſe, and 
ſeriouſly conclude, that 1t Husbands were as 
wile as they ought, governing Wives would 
not be ſo numerous as they are, nor rule ſo 
much as they do; for then Men would never 
yield up ſo tamely and meanly their birthrighe 
of governing power, which the Law both of 
God and Man, (and I wiſh I could fay the 
Law of Cuſtom too,) has given the Husband 
over the Wife, that fo it might become here- 
after as ſtrange in England to hear of a Wife 
that does govern her Husband, as now 'tis to 
hear ofa Wiſe that does not ; and that govern- 
ing Wives may be as very ſcarce, as now the 
are very common, and as much our of faſhion, 
as now they are in. 
Bur methinks I hear ſome blaming me for 
being unreaſonably ſevere, in writing againſt 
governing Wives in general, when I cannot 
| but own that there are ſome governing Wives 
that for being ſo, arc not blameable, but com- 
mendable, which are ſuch prudent ſober Wo- 
men, as are Married to fooliſh ſottiſh Men, 
Who if their Wives did not govern, they could 
not govern themſelves, and fo their great noble 
Eſtates would ſoon be waſted, and moulder a- 
| way 
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way into a fooliſh and ſhameful ruin; which by 
their Wives wiſe and diſcreet management is 
prevented. To which I anſwer, that there's no 
general Rulc without an exception, and beſides 
Ido not deſign this Diſcourſe againſt ſuch go- 
verning Wives,as find their Husbands fools, bur 
againſt thoſe Wives as make their Husbands 


ſuch meerly by-their governing them 3 bur if 


a Husband be. fo fooliſhly blind in his Judg.- 
ment, as he cannot ſce the right way to order 
his Perſon, and Eſtate, *tis a neceſſary dury 


and kindneſs of his Wife to govern him, and 


his fortune, and to lead him out of all the dan- 
gers and, inconveniencies he might run both ir; 
and :himſelf into, and ſuch a Wife deſerves 
no more blame, for governing ſuch a Husband, 
than a Servant does for leading about his Ma- 
fter, and ſhewing him the way, when he can- 


not ſee ro find it being quire blind: Bur. yer 


this governing power a Wite-muſt perform 
with great reſpect and civility to her Hul: 
band, by leſſening, and ſheltering his weak- 
nets to all perſons as much as poſſibly ſhe can; 
that all may ſee, the occaſion of her Govern- 
ing is not an AC of Pride, but a Work of 
pure neceſſity; not her delighr, but trouble. 
In a word, ſhe muſt be very far from ſaying of 
her Husband, what a ranting Widow did, 
that had three-Husbands and govern'd them 


all, and for her fourth ſhe choſe a meer Fool, 


and. being. ask'd her reaſon, ſhe-anſwer'd, ſhe 
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was grown Lazy, and therefore Married a F ools 
cofaye her ſelf the*rrouble of making. him one. 
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THE FIFTH 
DISCOURSE. 


Of the Inequality of many, Marriages, and the 
Inconſtancy of moſt Wives, that Men Mars 
ry for meer Beauty, or their Parents 
Match for bare Mony, with the ſadend 
that uſually attends ſuch Matches. 


N my Opinion, the great reaſon why'diſ- 
agreeing Marriages are now grown ſo Rite, 

is becauſe unequal Matches are now become ſo 
common, moſt Parents making it more. theic 
| buſineſs to Match well Portions and Eſtates; 
than Sons and Daughters; and ſo their For- 
tunes do but ſujt well, no matrer it their Age, 
Humors, and Inclinations agree ill; many 
Parents making it more their concern to pro- 
videtheir Children plenty of Lively hood, than 
contentedneſs of Living; being much more! 
taken with: a great Gingling of Guinntes, 
than with a ſweet Confort of Vertues, or a good 
Pedigree of Gentility, which occaſions ſome 


fine great Ladies to have rich Husbands, and 
E fair 
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fair Eſtates, and yer but bad Fortunes, to be 


well Matried, and yer but ilk Match'd, becauſe 


they do not fancy, and ſo are nor fatisfied with 

one another. | 
Concentand Happineſs are Twins, born out 

of the lame Womb, and ſpring our of the ſame 


Roor, and none can be content with whar he 


does not like, no more than diſcontented 
with what he does ; for if he likes, he muſt be 


content, elſe he does not like. And *ris alſo the 


ſame, where there's.no Content, there can. be 
no Love; for it he. Loves he muſt be content 
with what he Loves, elſe he does nat Love, and 


where there's no Content, and liking, there can 
hardly be any true Conſtancy, for none affect 


- a Conſtancy tothat they do not like, but their 
Mind is ſtill in purſuit after that they do. . 

Moſt Parents in Marrying their Children, 
are ſure to remember Solomon's ſaying, That 
- Mony anſwers all things, but forget his meaning, 
that is purchaſable:-with it ; tor ſeveral young 
Ladies that are richly Married, can tell by wo- 
tul experience, that much Mony cannor ſtill 


buy crue Content, ſince many of them have lit- 


tle:content, in the'midſt of their much Mony. 
And farther, common experience, which is 
uſually the effect of reaſon, aſſures us that it 
cannot purchaſe many things, as to give ſight 
to the Blind, or Youth to the Aged, or what's 
equally impoſſible as both, to- create 'Love 
againſt liking, "Tis true indeed that Guinnies 
do 
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do often tye'a faſt Matrimonial Knot, but of 
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themſelves can never tye a' true Lovers one, 


ſince no Medicine that has not a mixrure of 
the Sympatherick Powder, can operate kindly 
on young Womens minds; tor as nothing can 
force a Mans beliei contrary to his own reaſon, 
ſo nothing can compel a Womans Love againſt 
her own liking; *Tis true one' may be forced 
to obey at the rate of a Tyrants Will, but *ris 
as true that-none can believe or Love but pro- 
portionable totheir own reaſon or fancy, which 
made the great Tyrant Nero ſay, that he had 
much rather be fear d, than lov'd ; becauſe faid 


he, they that fear.me, fear me after mytate, but 
thoſe that love me, love me after their own. 


\ Indeed moſt of theſe Matches that are made 
up on the account of Intereſt, and not Love, 
their kindneſs is bur like a Winters Sun, -fainr, 
and of no duration, and tho it may now and 
then in ſome time of the'Day, thine bright and 
clear tothe Eyes of Spectators, yer it carriesno 
true heat with it, and therefore can never 
bring forth any-ripe fruit of true content or 
Grisfaftion - and indeed no wonder ſince ſuch 
a Winter Sun's Love can produce none of the 
pleaſant Fruit of Marriage delights, when the 
Days civilities between rhem are very Faint, 
and the Night Embraces very Cold; for theſe 
Matches of meer Conveniency, that are made 
up otily for great fums of Mony, or meer fan- 
ciful beauty, no ſooner that the Wives beauty 
| E 2 is 
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is gone, or the. Husbands Mony ſpent, (they 


being the only Cement, thar faſtned a com. 


mon civility between them,) but the unbeau- 
tiful Wife appears. diſagrecable- to her Huf: 
band. And the Monyleſs Husband, ſeems 
contemptible to the Wife, and both Husband 
and Wife, become 'not only unpleaſing, but 
_deſpiſable the one to the other. 
\ There was an /talian that writ a great Book 
in praiſe of good Wives, and concluded therg 


was but one good Wife in all the world, and 


faid that was enough for all, finceevery Hug 
band that truly. lov'd his Wite, might tancy 
*twas-her; bur by the /ralzans leave, tho one 


good Wife that is truſted abroad, is more by 


- one, than is in'all raly, for no Husband: in 
_ that Jealous Country will venture on the de 
ſperate Experiment, of truſting his Wite abroad 
in Mens Company, to try whether ſhe be ver. 
tuous or not, much of the Wives Chaſtity there 
depending on their Husbands ſtrict watch 
tulneſs-over them; the /talians eſtecming it 
a-moſt excellent and Sovereign Antidote to 
hinder their Wives from becoming kind to 
Men, is to prevent Mens being able to come 
to be kind to their Wives; for every /:alzav 
carries ſtill about him, this old E»g/z/þ Proverb, 
That 'tu the occaſion makes the Thief, nay and 
_ obſerves 'it with more reverence and punctu« 
ality, than all the Proverbs of So/omon toge- 
ther. 

But 
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and DISCOURSES, 69 
Burt in Eng/and' there are many vertuous 
Wives, that go where they will, and keep | 
what Mens company they pleaſe; bur this 
great truſt of free liberty, is' not convenient 
to be extended ro all Women, ſince ſometimes 
Husbands by it, ſhew more confidence in their | 
Wives, than difcretion in themſelves; and as 
too much liberty ſpoils ſome Wives, ſo a {trict 
watchful Jealouſte, makes many Wives worſe 
than they would be, by believing them worle 
than they truly are; for;doubtleſs many Hus: 
bands make their Wives diſhoneſt by miftruſt- 
ing them; for that breeds anger,and hatred, and 
they often create revenge, which ſome hot Wo- 
maniſh ſpirits will at upon any account, tho 
they themſelves are the greateſt ſufferers by it. 
I eſteem Jealouſie tro be a moſt ridiculous 
folly, not only becauſe Jealous Men, eagerly 
ſeek, what they highly dread to find 3 bur if 
a Man had moreEyesthan Argos, yet as Ar- 
gos was, he may be deceiv'd by a ſimple Wo- 
man ; for if a Woman will but pur on the 
wickedneſs of the Devil, ſhe will not fail be- 


ing furniſhed with the ſubtilry of the Ser- 


pent. 
And therefore it ofcen happens, that great 


and wiſe Stateſmen in the Politicks of Marri- 


age, whotruſt in their Wives vertuous words, 
great modeſty, and ſtrift outward behaviour, 
may be deceivd; for unvertuous thoughts 
and deſigns arc uſually diſguiſed and fer our in 
E 3 finer 
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finer ex reſſjons, than plain honeſt dealing, 


and thoſe commonly.promiſe moſt, that mean 


to perform leaſt, becauſe they intend to pay in 
no other Coin than bare words and falſe aſſy- 
rances; and therefore none ought to wonder 
if o1 

and then deceiy'd in their Wives vertue. We 
| read that Sampſon with all his Strength, tho 
he could nor be- out: witted by all -che Phils 
Zines, was over-reached by the ſubtilty of a 
Woman. | 


ſtill an infallible fig 


Woman. look like a Saint before Company, 
and aCt likea Mifs in private; for many hand. 


fom Women, that are of a good coming and 


melting nature, aſſoon as you are alictle ad- 


vanced. into their acquaintance; ,and favour, | 


yet ſeem very coy and ſevere at firſt entrance 
into it, imitating the Sea, which tho never ſo 
quict,.and calm in'the main, yer ſtill caſterh 
out rough wayes near the ſhore. 


And now, whatſoever men may think of me, 


Jam ſure my meaning is truly friendly, in ad- 
viſing them, that if they are in the happy ſtare 


of freedom, not to yoak their Liberty in Mar- 


riage for meer Beauty, or bare Mony, but 
chiefly for yertue and goodneſs; for if you but 


conſider ſeriouſly; you will find certainly, that | 


the miſery of an ill Wife, is no-new affliction, 


Gee a” Ow The. a. ._ 


gear Politicians as well as others, are now 


A tri ſeeming outward modeſty, is not 
's n of a Wives true inward 
Vertue ; ſince 'tjs: not extraordinary to ſce a 
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but as very anold one as Marriage, and almoſt 
Nature it ſelf, witneſs Adam who lived ina 


continued innocency, and felicity whilſt he 


remained in the Paradice of a ſingle Lite, bur 
he was no ſooner Married to Zve, but he was 
caſt-out of both. : 

And'cis moſt certain, let your Love range over 
Court, Town and Country, nay ramble over 
the whole World, you can never chooſe a Wite, 
that is not her Daughter ; and common expe- 
rience tells us, that there are few Daughters 


that do not favour ſomething of their Mothers 


humor, as well as nature, and therefore'twill 


- be highly prudential in this ſad and weighty 


affair, to conſider that Marrying a bad Wite, 
(as tis more than an even Lay one does,) has 
ſomething in it of the nature of that ſin, tor 
which men can have no repentance or pardon, 
no more than they can have any cale, or reliet 
for it while they live; for one: may as:well 
pretend to free Deaths Priſoners from | the 


| Grave, as. unchain the Married during their 


Lives; no Skillof rhe greateſt Artiſt, nor yet 
Argument of the molt ſubtile Socinian,. can 
ever evade or looſe a Wedding Knot, it being 


_ of anextraordinary laſting Union, quite difte- 


ring from all others, for Men can unbind. all 
others whilſt they live, but a Marriage Vow, 

can only be unbound by death it ſelf. 
And now [ have given you this part of my 
Opinion as ro mcer Mony, or beauty Marri- 
E 4 ages, 
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ages, which many Husbands may. truly call 
inthe Apoſtles phraſe, (tho ſpoke in another 
and more divine ſenſe,) 7hat Labor of Love, 
I hope 'twill not appear an extraordinary fault, 
in ſaying it. S. Paul had foreſeen the Romantic 
Gallantry, and extravagant folly, ( I think, [ 
might have ſaid madneſs,) of many Marriages 
made now adays, which ſome of our vain in: 
conſiderate Ladies are drawn into, by the com- 
mon report, thatſuch a Man has a great Eſtate, 
which ſuits well with her cagerdeſfire to keep 
a Coach and fix Horſes, (which ſhe vainly 
fancies, will not only carry her thorow all the 
miſcries of Marriage, but into the Towring pa- 
Niime of the Park) withour the leaſt concern 
of getting agood prudent ſober religious Hul- 
band, many of them not valuing, or ar leaſt 
- not conſidering other, than the keeping aſplen- 
did Retinue, and plittering train of Liveries, I 
than wearing rich Clothes adorn'd with Gold, 

and :coftly Fecih; when there are a hundred 
more: weighty concerns, that are more needful 
Appendencies to compleat a happy Marriage, ' 

Really this is one of the chiet Cauſes why 


PI 
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ſuch/ Marriage Love decays, and wears out i 


With their Wedding Coaches, and is as often 
out of" order as they, ('twere well if they till 
could beas eaſily mended) which none ought 
to wonder at, it being but natural for effe&s 
[9 follow their Capſcs. 
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was fo odiouſly deformed as he was fatisfied, 
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Among all the great and extravagant follies 


chat areuſed in the inequalities of Marriages in 
our days,there's none appears to me more irra- 
tional and unnatural, than an old Mans Marry- 
ing a young Woman, which in my Opinion 
ſeems a Match fitter to make ſport for others, 
than to raiſe joy to themſelves; for an old 
Man is to his young Wifes Bed, bur like juice 
of Orange to her Stomack ; it may create in 
her an Appetite, but of it ſelf can never fatiſ- 
fie it ; ſuch an'old Man being not only unſuit- 
able, undecent, bur unwholeſom too, being 


to her like a March Sun, which all the preat 


Phyſitians concur in opinion, to be very un- 


healthful, as having only ſtrength to exhale 
Humors, but wants force to diſſolve them ; fo 


that fucha Match is ſo grear a folly,as I ſhall on- 


ly: here need name one ſhameful miſery that 


commonly attends it, and indeed I need name 
I think no other, either to fortifie my opinion 
againſt ir, or toſet out ones miſery for doin 

it, which is this, That,an old Man that Mar- 
ries a handſom young Woman, tho his Wite 
may be ſo vertuous as not to Cuckold him, 
yet the world is ſo wicked in its reports to 
Cenſure him, ſo as it will always ; which minds 


-me of a ſtory of a Gentleman, whom both his 


Wife, and Neighbours agreed to proclaim the 
rruth of his being a Cuckold, and ſhe dying, 
he Married an old ugly rigid Purztan, thar. 


ihe 
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ſhe. wanted Power, and the world Charity 
enough to Cuckold him, for 'twas impoſlible 
there could be a ſpark of Love, or liking in the 
Caſe, and he did believe that this Wife would 
not only be a perfe&t Antidote againſt horns. 
for the time to come, but a Remedy for what 
was paſt; but one of his Neighbours being of 
a contrary, belief call'd him Cuckold, upon 
which he repaired to his learned Counſellor in 
the-Law, to know if his preſent Wite being 
honeſt, (though his former was not fo,) whe- 
ther he was ſtill a Cuckold, or not ? to which 
his learned Lawyer gravely anſwered him, 7 hat 
tho he was not one in pure flrifineſs of Law, yet 
being once fo, the Cuſtom of the Country, was ſo 
c#vil as to give him the Title during his Life. 
And now [ have given you my opinion, and 
told you the uſual fate that attends old 
Mens Marrying young Women ; next comes 
that of young Womens Marrying old Men, 
and tho they. appear both alike fooliſh, yet 
there's great difference. in their folly, foras by 
this ſort of Matches, old Men glut themſelves 
with much more of the Woman than their age 
wants ;. ſo young Wives (if vertuous) ſtint 
themſelves with much lefs of the Husband 
than their Youth needs, and beſides tho Mat- 
riage has the power tounite two Bodjes into 
one Fleſh, yet-it wants thar of uniting the two 
Fleſhes into one temper or Conſtirution ; for a 
young Wite that is inthe Spring of her age, :js 
ti ' - is 
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like the Sun in the Spring of the Year, it not 


-only gets the aſcendant every day higher and 


higher, bur grows every day more ſtrong and 
vigorous; but an old Husband, is like Au: 
tumn, Whoſe ſtrength goes only downward. 
Therefore I fancy an old Man Marrying a 
handſom young Lady, has nothing to plead, 
but Guilty; buta young Lady for Marrying an 
old Man, may have ſome colourable excuſe, 
to moderate the folly, and leſſen the ſhame of 
ſuch an unequal Match; for perhaps ſhe'll cell 
you, ſhe has heard a ſtory, which if astrue as 
ſtrange is a rare one, T hat the reaſon that Stags 
live ſo very long, u, that when they find them- 
ſelves to decay, they ſwallow a live Serpent, and 
a it conſumes in their body, they revive in their 
firength and Spirits. So poſſibly a young Wo- 
man will fay, That ſhe did not Marry an old 
Man for being rich in Tears, but Mony, and be- 


Cauſe ſhe found her Fortune decaying, and al- 


moſt quite decayed; therefore ſhe ſwallowed a 
Marriage with an old Man, as the Stag does a 
Serpent, in hopes that as her Husband con- 
ſumes and dies in her boſom, ſo ſhe may re- 
vive in her ſprightly gay humor, and pleaſe her. 
ſelf with the delighttu] thoughts of the wealth 
he will leave her, and the ways ſhe will In- 
trigue to ſpend it in the fanciful hopes ſhe has, 
of ſuddenly gaining a young Husband ſuicable 
both to her Youth, and aiery Inclinations. 


There 
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'There is another fort of Women, bur in- 
deed their number is very ſmall, who being 
not handſom in their own opinion, and there- 
fore may beſafely concluded very ugly in char 
of all others, who to fupply, the defects of 
nature and ape, give out they are very rich, 
and that they hope will make amends for all, 
Gold being always young, handſom and ta- 
king, to all forts of Men, and Ages, for Mony 
anſwers ail things, and by theſe reports of their 
Wealth, tho often . falſe, they decoy young 
Fops who have loſt their Annuity at Play, or 
ſpentit in Debauchery, to Court them for their 
fame of having much Mony, and tov eagerly 
preſs the Marrying them for ir, Swearing that 
they. Love their perſons more than their Mo- 
ny, valuing them a thouſand times before ir ; 
and no wonder that they that ſwear ſo com- 
monly for nothing, ſhould now lye for much 
Mony; for in real truth they only put the Wi- 
dow before the Mony, as-we do in common 
ſpeaking, the Box betore the Jewels, which 
though firſt, is altogether inconſiderable ro 
the latter, as only containing that Riches, 
which it ſelf makes no part of. 2 4 
And many of theſeold rich Widows are ſo 
_ doatingly ſenſeleſs, that becauſe their Mony 
Courters, {wear they are handſom, they verily 
believe they are ſo,and credit others words be- 
fore their own eyes, tho their ſpectacles are on, - 
which renders ſome ſo ſotriſhly impudent, as 
ra 
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corell their Gglants, that tho their beauty is in 
the fall of the Teaf, yet Autumn can breed 
Lovers as well as the Spring does, when in 
tcruth, an old withered Autumn face, does bur 
_ Chill the blood, and diſpirit the vigour of the 
moſt ative and reſolute Courtier; and there- 
fore a Spring beauty can only enflame the 
heart, and tho poſſibly a young Man may be 
ſometimes fooliſhly raken with an old Womans 
great wit, good humor, or rather preater ri- 
ches; yer 'cis, I think, impoſlible hecan be re- 
ally in Love with herdeform'd face, perfon, or 
ape, which muſt quench the fire of any amorous 
flames m a youthful or vigorous-hearr. 
Therefore I ſhall adviſe all ſuch Women, to 
be ſo prudent as to yicld tothe ſeaſons of Age, 
as they muſt co thar of the Year, and not hope 
.to turn Winter into Summer, or Autumn into 
(Spring ; but inſtead of ſtriving for what's im- 
poſlible, yield to what's reaſonable, and ſub- 
mit to theſe true Meaſures, That Eighteen is 
_ the gay- ſprightly bloſſom age that a young 
Womans Life ſhines our in its brighteſt ſplen- 
dor and beauty : That Thirty is the ſtale year 
of a Maid, and the worſt age of a White, .(l 
mean thar's an ill one,) becauſe a Wile at Thir- 
ty isold enough to be ugly, and young enough 
to live long; but a Woman that is {ſo far ad- 
vanced in ycars as the frigid Zone of Sixty, 
ought in all reaſon ro baniſh all vain Love 
choughtrs, as to the yourhtul pleaſures of oy 
world, 
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world, and rofix them on tljWther,- ſo as to 
live only in order to die, imſtating the good 
old Woman named in the Goſpe), Luke 2. 37. 
Who kept in the Temple, who faſted and prayed to 
God night and day. 

| Indeed it becomes old Women much better. 
to frequent the' Church with the good old 
Godly Matrons ſo renown'd for gravity and re- | 
ligion in former days, than to viſit the Park or 
the Play, with their vain young Gallants, leſt 
their "old Dreſs, and Antick Faces, ſhould 
make Men ſay, ſuch a one is more fit ro 
be a SpeQacle, than aSpeCtator ; wants good 
Mens Prayers, rather than young Mens 


\ Praiſes ; and is more apt to create thoughts {| 


of Mortaliry, than ro raiſe motions of 
Love ; really T amof opinion that if 'twere 
-poſiible to turn beaury into the fame nature of 
content, that the little Kingdom of Erglarid 
would ſwarm now more with 'handfom Wo- 
men, than the Country of Paleſtine did ever 
with fighting Men, of which Scripture makes 
mention of many hundred thouſands, for than 
every ugiy Woman, young or old, as thought 
her telf handſom, (as moſt do,) muſt be really 
handſom only for think ir, as well as all thoſe 
that believe themſelves Content muſt be Con- 
refit, orelſe they could not believe themſelves 
{o; therefore all old, and ugly Women, that - 
arc not paſt all years of diſcretion, tho wy 
are of beauty; ſhould neyer {trive tor impoſtt- 
: bilities 
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bilities, for youth will aſſoon come co-the aged, 
as beauty to the ugly ; bur ſince beauty will 
not come to content you, be you content with- 
out ir, and ſtrive for that you may. obtain, 
which is zhe beauty of holineſs, which infinitely 
excels all others, ir being much better to live 
; well,.than look ſo, and to have a good ſoul, 
than a fine face, that being earthly and ever fa- 
ding, but a pure ſoul is heavenly, and never 
decays being everlaſting. | 

In ſhorr, that Man whois ſo ſimple to Mar- 
ry great Age for meer Mony, when that's 
ſfpent,. (and you know that Mony, like Love, 
cannot always laſt) all the uſe of conſolation I 
_ canthink of, is to ſend for a Miniſter to give 
him fome} ſpiritual advice, of- which he may 
perchance receive ſome to eaſe the trouble of 
his mind, but as to the bodily diſtemper or 
plague of his broken infirmity I am ſure there 
can be no remedy, but thar of death; tor in- 
deed it may be firly ſaid, of a young Mans 
Marrying an old ugly Woman, what the A- 
poſtle ſaid of agreater folly in another ſenſe, 
he that doth ſo, offends againſt his own body, and 
truly fucha one hath in my opinion, no other 
plea left him to excuſe his folly, than Adam 
had to excuſe his firſt Sin, The Woman beguiled 
me; I ſay in Caſes like this poſſibly S. Pal 
might have thought it equal, for ſo indeed it 
is, things rightly conſidered, for ſuch men to 
ſutter, or rather indeed conquer the diſturbance 
of 
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of aluſtful burning, than endure the plague; 
and continual miſery of an ill old. ugly Wie, 
that can neither pleaſe the fancy, nor fſatisfie 
the appetite, and therefore coming to ſuch a 
ſad Marriage, is like coming to the age of 
fourſcore, after which experience tells us, 
there's only Labour, Infirmity, and Soxrow,, . 
young Husbands, and old Wives,- being but - 
meer names, things of form, not uſe, only 
made to torment one another, Living in one; 
Houſe, bur Lying in two Beds, for. the.old 
Wife would have what the young Husband 
wilt not give,. and the old Wite cannot give 
what the young Husband would have; in 
ſhort a bad Wite at Land, is like a Storm at 
Sea, which becauſe a Man is ſo unhappy tobe 
engaped in, and cannot be rid of it, muſt be 
ſuffer'd out with patience. 
And fo I have done with old -Wives, for [ 
am certain the Reader muſt be weary of them, 
+ as well as lam ſure the Writer is, and there- 
fore I will leave this extream of old Age, and 
treat on that of young beauty, and the folly 
of them, that Marry meerly for it, and here 
ſer you down ina few Lines, the common de- 
grees, uſual acceſſes, and woſul events, of ſuch. 
hot, raſh, haſty, meer beauty Marriages, as are 
now in faſhionamong many of our young Gal- 
lants, who chooſe Wives as the ſilly Indians 
do our Merchants Tynſel and Bawbles, who 
value their real worth only by their glittering 
ſhow. | The 
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-{!The firſt ſteps and degrees of a young Gal- 
lanrs growing love and fanty tothis Miſtris are 
generally theſe; firſt he likes the Woman as 
weſay ina Lump, or by whole-fale, then he 
admires her beauties apart, courts her perſon, 
loves her humor, thinks all ſhe ſays'is witty, 
and'all ſhe does is gracefuland becoming, and 
Ulher aftions agreeable and excellent, though 
bly not one of them are ſo; for you muſt 
know that beauty in Love, is like Charity in 
Religion, it covereth a multitude of faults. Then 
he preſents his heart, and ſhe becomes theſole 
Miſtris  of+it, and as his pallion increaſes, fo 
he fancies her' beauty does, till-at laſt he be- 
lieves the ſcorching flames of her beauty, to be 
more inſupportable than a Midſummers Sun, 
in; its full meridian heat and ſtrength; and 
therefore reſolves to follow S. Paul's advice, 
Ta better to Marry #han Burn; but then pray 
take this Caution: with you, - that tho of two 
evils, ti beſt to chooſe the leaſt,” yer that argues 
neither to be good, ( as indeed it was nor, 
when S. Pav/firſt ſpoke thoſe words, ) and in 
ſome ſenſe may nor be ſo now, yet however 
our fierce Lovers heart being all a fice, his mind 
thereby grows. reſtleſs, and as very much out 
of order as his reaſon, (if a Man in Love has 
any,) for tofay a paſſionate Lover that has loſt 
his heart, and can yet keep hisreaſon, is the 
nent of follics, next to that of being ſo in 
OVE. | 


F | But 
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\Rbr ſince outAmorous Gallantits/To furiouſly 
ſmitten; : ratherthan:nor quenehi ghe'' Amorous 
ſcorching flames of: his/Juſtinl paſſion, ſhe re: 
| - ſolving notro-ddmic bimmto. her Bed: in any 
3} 4 rar ww that: INES, not adn; 
16/ng.at all inais Vows of: ſpeedily; Mareyin 

her, *olliblybtauſs ſhe +had- tvied: oe 

word. 'betore;-and ihe. broker; and deceiu'd 
her, and therefore: fe refbi Vid novo be;coutn; 

e&& ſoa ſecond ting, by-aſkcond:[Fryal;bur tot 

Rolitick:'Lover,-to:cnjoy. the\'mementary; del - 

light of embracidgher beauty;does wichmpch 

daſperarneſs, and little «bnfilexation,cafthint! 
ſelf down that dangerous: Predipict of Mares 
many, and: 60g liv'd trouble of:a:Wite; ho 
he buy her at! tlic deareſt rate: of: Purchaſing 
and.. ir may-bi worſeſort of: fooling an/ill-Mat: 
ri3ge,; a Very lag bottom co Infictrhe concent 
ang:-happingſs! of:-a Mans. life:bpþon, fince ht 
who only Tiradeg;zoy getizhe Merchandiſe: 
beauty, may: become a fad\:ldoſer tho: he.pers 
his whole Advensure, finceiſuoh aforv ofviz 
tximony (doescufually bring the: Husbandyafld 
often the. Wife, Springs. 6 miſery;:and-ineow! 
veniencies, but! ſeldom ſo.miuchias kny: drops 
ok;the OQyl-of/pure; gladneſs;1and« true 'faris- 
faction; + :;- 47 ) foes ett 25: zb30 10 

And: indeed one gf the. greay izeaſons why 
Men that: Marry for 'mere beauty, are:com® 
monly ſo unhappy in their Choice,. is, That! 
as their Miſtriſſes beauty is but a mixtures of 
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flaſhy and glaring colours, ſo is in a manner- 
rheir reaſon ; for not conſidering, that beauty 
Love, is but like Gunpowder, which as it 


flames at the firſt Spark; ſo it ſers forth all its 


ſtrength and' fierceneſs ar its firſt firing, and 
then ſoon expires into meer ſmoak and air. 

The firſt falling in Love of an amorous 
Man, being juſt like the firſt ſurprize of An- 
per in a Cholerick Perſon, it runs on fo violent- 
ly, as it ſtays not to attend reaſon, nor conſult 
diſcretion or conveniency, and ſo {trips it ſelf” 
of true underſtanding, and therefore aſſoonas 
ſuch a Husband has cloy'd his ſenſual Appe- 
tite, on that ſurfeiting Diſh of a meer beauty 
Marriage, his ſtomack ,being uſed to feaſt on 
ſweet variety, longs for other food, and then 


firſt Love- grows indifferent, his paſſion ſoon 


cools, his eager fiery fancy grows quickly 


+ dull, arid his mind ſuddenly changes 5 ſo that 


he preſently forms a new deſire, or paſſion of 
love, .and loaths his former beauty Compani- 
on, as the moſt irkſom deformity ;..and ſhe 
whom he was ſo lately fond of, as the moſt 
pleaſing Charm and Converſe of his.life, who 
was a kind of Elixir ſalutis to his very heart 
and ſoul, and the Center point where all the 
Lines of his happineſs did meer ; She in whom 


' he could find no diſcontent with, or content 


without; She whoſe preſence made a Village 
as agrecable as London, and her abſence Lon- 


don as doleful as a Village. In ſhort this very 


F 3 She; 
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She, whoſe Company he eſteem'd his Heaven 
upon Earth ; no ſooner was the flower of her 
fair and youthful beauty worn off, but his 
fickle paſſion aſſoon decafes and Doe languid, 
and this late Soul of his foul, and Joy of 
his heart, "turns to be the very clog and bur- 
den of his life,” and from all Miſtris, becomes 
all Wife; that is, ſhe falls from the top of all 
admiration, to the depth of meer miſery, and 
from an extraordinary charming delight, to an 
ordinary neceſſary evil, called a Wite, 

And ſuch Husbands commonly call ſuch 
Wives, and ſo do Wives ſuch - Husbands, 
the Y oaks of Liberty, and the Stocks of Love; 
and all know that neither of them can be caſe 
or pleaſing in fuch a bondage, being an ene- 
my, and deſtroyer of ſweet variety, ſo that 
the Husbands love being decay'd with his 
Wives beauty, he grows weary of her, ſhe of 
him, and both of one another. 

And as toa young Mans: Marrying an old 
ugly Wife, meecrly fot her Mony, all I ſhall 
need fay* of it is, that often ſuch young Men 
fancy ſuch Mony Wives, to be of the fame Na. 
- rureof Mony it {elf, whoſe vertue confiſts not 
in keeping of it, but in-parting withit, and fo 
commonly ule ſuch Wives accordingly ; and 
thus this wild paſſionate Love or meer Mony - 
Marriages, like wild-fire, ſoon _devours and 
confumes it ſelf in its own flame; and Torrent 
like, inſtead of refreſhing, it deſtroys, and by 

over- 
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over-preſſing roo violently the courſe and 
ſtreams of its Waters,. ſoon Ebbs and runs.it 
{elf dry. | 

Therefore that Man that will fell his ſweer 
Liberty, and enſlave himſelf into Matrimonial 
Chains, meerly to enjoy :a. Womans beauty; 
ſure he does notknow, or at leaſt does not con- 
ſider that ſtill the richer the Metal, the heavi- 
e the Chain, and thereforethough his Miſtris 
be never ſo much the admired obye&t of his 
| preſent fancy,and that I ſhould allowher golden 
Chains to weigh as long light on his mind, 
as ſhe continues beautiful to his ſight, yer to 
bind himſelf to herin a Matrimonial Vow on- 
ly on the aecount of her heavty, till death 
them depart, on aſſurance that he ſhall feaſt 
on her beauty as long as he lives, is juſt ſuch 
a kind of folly, as if a young Man that were 
_ a great Lover of Sweet-meats, {hould leaveall 
his buſineſs, imployments, and paſtimes ta 
bind himſelf an Apprentice for ſeven Years ro 
a Confettioner, meerly on the account, and 
aſſurance, thar during that time he ſhould eve- 
ry day feaſt himſelf on them, when very com- 
mon Experience is able to inform him, rhough 
his confidence be never ſo great, his inclinati- 
ons never ſo eager, and his ſtomach never ſo 
good, yet 'tis natyral for him to cat ſo fiercely 
at firſt falling on, that like a greedy Hawk, he 
ſoon over-gorges himſelf with his own Prey ; 
and after having taken a full draught of that 
a AS 
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ſenſual delight, ſecing them continually ex: 
poſed-to his ſight, and' proſtrate to his will, 
| he'comes to hare them-*as much after enjoy-- 
ment, as he courted them betore ; for though 
the Fire:of Love ſtill burns for enjoyment, yer 
enjoymentſtill quenches, (if not extinguiſhes) 
the fire'of Love, and he grows in a little time 
ſocloy'd, as he wants'not only appetite to cat 
them;:burt almoſt patience to ſee them, h 
- Then-when tis too late, he accuſes the un: 
reaſonableneſs of his prefancied ' delight, on 
which he builc his confidence of a laſting plea- 
ſure; and allows it to be not only a great folly, 
butfin apainſt reaſon, in any Man to believe, 
that hisenfirive nature ought to be pratified, 
when it propoſes only'a bare ſatisfaction ro che 
Appetite, and cannot ſecure any durable hap- 
pinels or.contentto the reaſon and jadgment of 
mankind., | | 

And this is really the cauſe, why ſo many 
of our young Gallants now adays make Mar- 
riage a kind of Paradox in Love; for one of 
cheſe to obtain rhe Woman he is in Love with, 
rurns his Miſtris into a Wite, and then tis two 
to one, ina little time, to get rid of his late 
beauritul Miſtris, being ſhrunk into the ſhape 
of a meer Domeſtick Wife, he parts for ever 
with his tare Miſtris, to ger tree from his pre- 
ſenr'Wife'; and note that tho many Miſtriſles 
turn to Wives, yet no Wives ever turn to Mi- 
{iriſſes;'*Wite and Miſtris being of the ſame dit- 
= Foe Ll {pi aeph Ae eb fering 
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ſcring nature as Whrer and Wine, 'ris common 
ro drink Wing, with Water, bur: of Water co. 
make Wine to Drink, was never done bur 
onee,. and- that-by-the firſt Miracle of our Sa- 
viour ; ſo that in effe& they did bur ſeeming- 
ly agree, really to fall out, piece rogether, to 
2 aſunder, and Married ro ger rid of One ano- 
thers Confpan ny. CL 


And 'tis ſome of thelk 6 1 diſagree- 


as, Heigl, ev pete Fall 
OP ball les, hatlHett ur ther wordg. 47, 
in vie of Typ k 'v 1ere the $8 le lay ANT: 


that gives i Bar v5ge WRSPBY ir{hoibl 
been, He that gives well in Marriage does ack 
for all know. there are more:bad Wives; than 
good 4 and:;ſure all; believe; that! S; Paut was 
go Wile to: write. or think;cthat; any, Man 
could-do;welll inMarrying ilh;! ſo! that:I'am of 
opinion,..thcikumiot the: Apoſtles meaning; by 
laying, Zde that: Harries well does well; bat be 
that abſlatns from Marriage does better, has ſome 
reference.'to.[thas:good:;plain Engliſh ſaying, 
That wext tome Wife, a good Wife 3; beſt; which 
occa{igns my ;Þitying the many Husbands'thar 
have bad: Wires, and: che-many-: Wives/that 
have ill- Husbands; and£0-wiſh thoſe fel, char 
tancy they; haye good ongs,as eruly-coment #n 
tmeir-Martiages;:asT amin my Reſolution of 
never Marrying; and-Þ am: fure none camite> 
ny, but.thaM have: this, adyantape bylcha Bar: 
gain, thae'cisgmpoſiible for mE& rovmeet.a bad 
F 4 Wife 
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Wite that does'not Marry,” bur *ris very poſſi 
ble, and: common for him that does. 
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"DISCOURSE. 


Hrdinſt Maids: IMarryin T4 for meer "Love, or 
only' to pleaſe” their Parents Inclinations, 
the Juite con ary fo their [8 


vn 4 


Am againſt Maids Marryin for meer Lows) 
[ becauſe they chat Marry for meer Love, 
| Marry-in a'manner for | meer fancy, and ſo 
to feaſt their ſenſual appetite on whatthey then 
like; they often ſtarve the body :of what it will 
hereafter need; for tho your fancy may tell you 
that. beauty great ſtore makes Love a feaſt, 
yet truth can toll you *tis'roo {lender a Diet 
ro make a |livelyhood on ; therefore in my 
poor opinion, *twould be a much wiſereourſe 
tor Maids to make up their Marriages with a 
good ſhare, and large proportion of intereſt and 
conyeniency, to mix with their Love-liking, 
and preſent fancy; for the true 'and' durable 
content of Marriage isſo founded on theſe rwo 
great Pillars, that withour chem Marriage con- 
tent can never flouriſh ou or laſt long; fora. 
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ood ſufficient Eſtare of Land is asneceſlary to 
by rich Clothes, and maintain a handſom 
plentiful way of 5p as the Foundation un- 
der the Ground, is to ſupport the fine Rooms 
above it. | © Oy | 
Beauty is a fine Flower, bur it muſt ſoon 
fade, and a young: Womans Love fancy, may 
often change, but :can never Jong hold, bur'a 
f good Eſtate may continue longer than you can 
fore or live, and laſt afrer you are dead, to 
your *Childrens Children to the worlds end; 
bur a meer naked Love-match, is at very moft, 
but'a Tenant for Life, and uſually not near fo 
long ; a good Eftate can keep you in ſickneſs, 
and in healthy but a Love faſtned on” meer 
beauty or fancy, never can, for ſuch, a fancys 
Love ſtill fadeth away with the beauty that oc- 
afions it, ſince afſoon as the flower of beauty 
begins to wither at the top, the admirers Loye 
begins todieatthe root. | 
- Yet indeed T'cannor think it very ſtrange, 
that young Maidsſhould be deluded with the 
delightful choughts' of Þleaſing and farisfying 
their preſent beloved fancy, of enjoying the 
Perſon of their inclinations, fince in moſt youn 
Maids, their fancy, makes their Reaſon, ny 
not their Reaſon governs their Fancy, and 
therefore *ris not' ro be wonder'd that they 
ſhould eſteem it reaſonable, thar there is great 
happineſs, and that there will be long content, 
inſych'meer and bare love Marriages, becauſe 
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they never cried the fad experiment. of ſuch 


of experience, may welt {eryc:for ſome kind o 

Excule; ro-magerate their want of Conſiderati; 
on, but after a dear bought Tryal, roo many 
of them find b r woful experience, that a Mar- 
rjage Love built on bare bgauty, or meer fancy; 


which arc. much alike). can, gever ſtem. the 
yde of the troubles of ilappointments, an] 


inconveniences, (the uſual Ine of want,) that 


ommonly' attend ſych hot apd haſty Loy, 
larriages, fince they, cannor/ fancy ſo well. gl 
it, as they willfind ill in it,,;yer there's fo grea 


a Charm in this thing call da Hysband, Maigg 


tepreſenting the Man asthey would, have him, 
Without conſidering what, he really is, as poag 
ſilly Maids dance about him. as merrily, as they 
do_.a Maypole on. a Summers.day, *and.,ons 
Siſters fad. and unhappy, Marriage ; Wil, not 
ſerve the other for a Caurian. and Warning. a: 
painſt ir, becauſe ſhe fancies her, wit is quick: 
'6r, her humor; better, her, bea ILY greater, and 
her perſon more; taking,.. to,.calily young 
Maids belieye what they deſire, 'and therefore 
doubts nor, but her Fate will be kinder, .and 
ber Husband berter, rhan her Siſters; bur, 'tis 
more than an even Lay, ſhe'will ſoon after he 
Marriage, experimentally find, the had, more 
faith in believing, her-good.. fortune, than, ſhe 


had reaſon for depending, on. ir, fince ſhe had 


oa, thar account; more danger co fcar, Han 
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happineſs to hope for, or ax leaſt ro rely 


00... RG, | 
” Fhus ſuch 'Marriages, are. to,moſt young 
Maids, like che forbidden Tree inthe midſt of 
Paradiſe, pleaſant ro the Amorous Eye, and 
arealmoſtſure to be eyer after miſerable by ix, 
by their abandoning, and eyer: after loſing 
their great Virgin prerogative, the Apolile Pays 
aſcribes them, of being exempr from the trow 
bles of pleaſing their Husbands, and- being in 
ſubjection to them. . 


% 


And ſure none that's Maſter of common rea- 
ſon, can.deny bur a Virgins life is much happi- 
er,, becauſe more innocent than'any,other, and 
is 'fis much nearer the bleſſed ſtare of Innocen; 
cy, in this World, ſo alſo 'tis much more ſe- 
cure as to the felicity of rhe next, eſpecially in 
this one particular, That 'tis much eaſier for a 
Virgin to keep her ſelf vertuguſly Chaſt, than 
either a Married Woman, or Widow ; becauſe 
both. natural reaſon, and common experience 
teaches us this plain Philoſophy, thar 'cis 
much harder to abſtain from a pleaſure one has 
often taſted, than 'cis to live withour a delight 
one has never enjoy'd, it being ſuch a certain- 
ty as none can deny, that 'tis lefs, difficult to 
keep. ripe-Fruir thar's fair and ſound, and was 
never touch'd, than 'tis to keep any ſuch aftex 


therefore they will be raſting of jr, rho they 
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they have becn fo, 


Therefore 
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Therefore in a word, you Virgins-that are fy 
much in the State of happy freedam, as nor ty 


be yoak'd'in fuch a fort of Marriage, and to 


the pinching troubles of want, (for fancy can 
only feed the mind, not the body) and pol; 
bly to the ſortiſh/humiors and impertinent fol. 
lies of a jealous Husband, for want is apt ſtill 
to create jealouſie.” I ſay if you Virgins truly 
deſire to continue in your freedom and happy 
Life, never allow Men to become your Mx 
ſters, 'by ſwearing they are your humble ſer. 
vants, and by calling you their Queens, make 

'you their SubjeRts, tor by Marriage you make 
' your Servant your Maſter, and from being 
Miſtris of your ſelf, you become little better 
than a Slave to your Husband. {= _* 


Therefore as an Antidore againſt this miſe. 


ry, I ſhall adviſcall young Virgins to carry till 
this Memorandum in their ' minds, That tho 
beauty is ſtill taking, yet 'tis never laſting; 
ſweer, but frail, and that all Husbands love 
Sovereignty much, but tew own beauty long, 
elpecidily 1n the domeſtick face of a Wife. _ 

And becauſe'tis preat pity theſe ſort of un- 
happy Marrying Maids, ſhould have'no com- 
panions to ſolace them in their' ſad penitential 
ſtate of Mourning, give me leave to introduce 
ſome Married Women into their diſmal Sode- 
ty ; foras many Maids make themſelves milc- 
rable by Marrying for meer Love, ſo many ate 
alſo made unfortugate in Marrying meerly to 
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pleaſe their Parents, nor at all to fartisfie them- 


ſelves;for really moſtParents make it more their 
concern to match Fortunes than Children, or 
to ſuit inclinations or ages, when 'tis but a kind 


of Reverſing Nature it ſelf, it being as feaſible 


to:unite two contraries, and make Fire and 
Water agree, and May and Fawary meet, as 
by che Magick of Matrimony to make a very 
old Man, anda very young Woman to bebur 
one fleſh and temper ; for youthful beauty to 
the mind, is as.cold old Age to the body; 
Hear penitrates the pores of the body eaſily, 
becauſe they expatiate themſelves to receive 
it, but when Cold approaches and attacks it, 
preſently it cloſes, as being contrary and averſe 
to It. 
Yet many Parents think to deal with their 
Childrens Marriages, as they do with their 
Fruit-Trees, and think they can Graft humors 
and inclinations between Husband and Wife, 
as they Gratt different kinds of Fruits on one 
another, and by their Grafting. and binding 
them rogether, they make their differing Na- 
tures to become but one by Marriage, but upon 
ſrious Conſideration, which does not always 
attend Marriage.; they will ſoon find, that 
the Miniſter can only joyn their hands, but'cis 
the free-will- offering of the heart, that can 
only unite and Graft their affeions rogether, 
and this free-will offering is to be led by Love, 
not drawn by the Cords of Wedlock, for the 
Wi 
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Will is: « ftee faculty; and conſequently cat. 
not be foteibly deretmined to any act, bur yet 


ducements, atid {6 may be'by them” inclih'{ 
bur without them cannor be forced. 
And therefore tho Maids ought not to Mir. 
ry without their Pifrents conſent, yet "the 
quphe riot! t6 be compelPd againſt their own; 
'Fixrtue indeed that large Eſtates can produt 


r% 


a plenary of Livelylood, bur *tis as true; rſt 


Content baly can produce happy Living, tot 
Content atid Riches prove often ro be no a K 
to one'another 5 bur Content" and Happine 
are Twins,” atid ever inſeparable friengs, ' atid 
Hike Water and Tee, one ftilf makes the- other. 
Content is certainly the greateſt worldly 
happineſs, *forit makes the'poor Rich with it, 
and the Rich poor without. it, and very coi: 
' mon experience tells us rliat many poor Mat 
are made bappy by their unrich Wives, .and 
_niany wealthy heireſſesare made miſerable and 
_unforrunare- by their rich Husbands, for 'tis 
net much bur enough thar ſarisftes, and the 
Weekly Bills of Mortality inform us;thar mor 
die with'Surfeits, than ſtarve with Hunger, thc 
true Meaſures of Contentment not Free. 
in quantity, butquality, for many have muth 
chat have not enough, and'many have eng 
that have not much; ſome young Women'bemp 
compoſed of ſuch diſtempered Hidropick. fear 
veriſh humors, as there's no ar 
| T hit 
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Fhirſt of cheir-bor ambitious ,defires; [others 
ae:{o 'temperatolyc minded,. and 'healthfuilly 
wiſe, as a moderate and indifferent kind ofeon 
diriyw favisfits them 'and -thoſe \are' happF in 
furivial moderation vo; a high-degtee; Content - 
being the Throne'of happind6s, rhe very 66 
o66ur ambition,+and che cid \and\accornplith> 
ment of all onr:defires, the ſole want of whiel} 
giikerhat of: wanting health; which is ſuffices 
enzeq unpleaſure att; our ocher-: x iron ire 
zword, Content s-of ſach awobliging perierdits 
Nacude, and: ofiſb univerſal.valte, a8) it futs 
fiſhech us with every thing, that either 6we 
read neceſichi wants; or our vain defites fahoy. 
i And:as/Conrent'is thus pleaſing, ſo difcowe 
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, went is liccteile&-unpleafing,/! and” therefore T 
: | nior bur highly blame and Cenfure fuck Ty? 
| | roviealil/mturidParcars, as: becauſe they likes 
1x | fbok a Mari forvatic;/ therefoterhey will make 
4 | their, ChildMidrry:fuch a ones perfon, tho'tis 
{4 | 4s odious to her ſight, as pleaſing to her fathers 
|| Covetous humor, and ſo to fatisfie: his will, 
i; | muſt force htr inclinations ro Marry him, tho 
4 | utterly againſt herown. Indeed 'ris ſuch kind. 


4 | of forc'd Marriages that drives young Women 
| into a double evil, and that of the worſt fort 
fi too, being thole of Perjury, and Treachery; for 
4: | kow! can you make it leſs than Perjury, in: a 
10 young Woman, to make a ſolemn Vow in the 
;z | face of the Congregation to Love that Man her 
v4 | Whole Life, whom ſhe knows ſhe cannor Love 
ſt 0 a P1CCC 
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E Piece of aday, nay not fom ach as that very 
rime of her Life, ſhe is vowi to Love him 
till death themdepart. 

And ſurely-there is no tet "Tecachery. in 
ſuch a Marriage Vow, that muſt-be:a kin/ts 
that black one of Fudas, whounder pretence'ts 
kiſs his Lord and Maſter, brought a band of Sul. 
 diiers to ſeize:him, lo averſe forced Marriage 
- under pretence: of long continuing friendſhip 
and kindneſs, by ſhaking hands; /but not joyn- 
ing hearts, do often bring Bands of diſcontents 
and miſeries to each others: Lives, and oy 


nes. 


opinion is that - Parents may :chooſe their 
Daughters wealthy Husbands to'live with, but 
"ris only themſelves that can chufe Husbandsto 
be delighted -in, and therefore thoſe Maids'doi 
well chat Marry with their Parents liking, = 
they do ill, that Marry NT o_ OWN. .. 
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'Therefore to conclude this Diſcourſe, | my. 


4. 


A =" © Ao 25 = I fi. =, = =». 


a 


Pee ; 
Le mnt 


1 IR 

p *0 L229 
4 pe. 
—” 4 


HG << } 


THE SEVENTH 
DISCOURSE, 
Gy Againſt Widows Marrying. 


. OF. 
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Hen I confider truly, and refle& feri- 
; ouſly, how many Widows have made 
themſelves miſerable by Marriage, and how 
ſew make themſelves happy by Marrying, me- 
thinks it ſhould be now as needleſs a Task to 
difwade ſuch from Marrying,as to adviſe ther 
not. to eat again of thar Diſh they came juſt. 
from ſurfeiting on; for ſure ſhe that makes her 
kif unhappy by a fecond Nfarriage, deſerves 
3 much her own miſery, and merits as littke 
athers pity, as the Man that ſteals again after 
having been burnt in the hand, does the Gal- 
ws; for a repeated fault is a twofold Crime, 
and deſerves a double puniſhment. | 

E know I need not mind the Reader of che 

| Hold and common fable, of ewo Women that 
1]'Vent aſſoon as they died, to S. Peter to get ad-. 
FE Enittance into Paradi/e ; the firſt aſtured himg 
that her Hugband was ſuch a'deviliſh wicked 
Fil narured Man, that he made her life a kind 
$*f Hell on Earth-upon which account: Peter” 
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ferd a Hell in this World; ſhe ſhould not en- 
'dure another in rhe'next, and ſoadmitred her 
into Paradiſe. _ DOE, 1c 
The other. Woman obſerving this, thought 
ſhe had a double Key and Ticker, for ſhe was 
nor only : tormemed. with one, .bux two bid 
wicked croſs-grain'd Husbands, which ren. 
der'd her life moſt miſcrabie ; but S. Peter an; 
ſwer'd her, that ſince ſhe was ſo very ſimple as 
not.tothink one bad Husband enough, buy ſl 
' muſt have two,he bid her beggone, for Paradiſe 
was 00 place for fools ;indeed thatWidow mult 
beextravagantly fooliſh,and unreaſonable, that 
3 did riot think the miſery of one baſe Husband 
3 ſifficient, bur ſhe muſt cry the experiment ofa 
- Econfels,E cantiot at all agree in opinion with 
thatWriter who ſays, aWoman is but an imper: 
{e& Creature whilſt ſhe is without a Husbang; 
bur had he ſaid a Widow was:not come to ha i 
full perfettion of miſery *till ſhe had one ; I fan 
cy he had given a truer CharaSer, and takena 
more juſt meaſure of - nioft Widows lives 
that Marry, fince common experience, may 
aſſure all Wives and Widows, that there are 
generally ten bad Husbands for one good 'one; 
and 1 believe there are few Widows in ourage, 
that ate ſo perfe& Diſciples of Sexcca's wiſdom, | 
as to extract: ſatisfaction our of miſery, "it be: 
ingan Apoſtolical yertue to be fatisfied; 'and 
IL con- 
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conitented;in, whatſoever condition:it pleaſerh 
God to place one to. 

_-» But I amrather of the belief, that a young 
beautiful Widow, that leads a ſtrict vertuous 
unmarried life, leads a kind -of Miraculous 
as F} one, in as much as the being 'born a Subject 
ad || to the Law of Nature, and to the Luſttul frail- 
n 

th; 

4 


ties of it, having not only taſted, but probably 
delighted in them, and yet can contain her 
$ | felffo in the bounds of ſuch a vertue and pious 
lis | Mortification, as to be ſo much Miſtris: of her 
jſe | felf, and of her own youthful temper, and in- 
lt F clinations, as to reſiſt the preſſing temprations 
at F of young handfom Men with an unmoveable- 
at} yerruous conſtancy ; fuch young Widows do 
{a i really live in this world, as the Papi/ts. fay the 
' Nuns do in their Nunneries, That they live in 
th IN che fleſh, as if they had no bodies. © 
r-| : And ſure ſince it cannot be denied; but a 
d& | yertue that overcomes the higheſt difficulties, 
a fierceft inclinations, and moſt youthful paſſi- 
& | ons, muſt needs excel all others ;- then it can-/ 
12 F not be in the leaſt doubted, but that a young 
& | handſom Widow that leads a retir'd, ſtrict and 
ay | unmarried life, muſt needs in that kind ſurpaſs 
& | all other Women, becauſe ſhe practiſes more 
K, j| the yertue of continence than any of them can, 
e, | Imean as tothe outward mark of our know- 
n, } ledge, fince a Widow that lives in a true con- 


ef formity to ſuch. a ſtrict pious life reſembles 


16] moſt, and approaches cloſeſt to the heavenly 
| | G 2 one, 
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one, which muſt needs be the beſt as coming; 
neareſt to perfeCtion, ' for ſhe declines the na- 
- tural commerce of the body, to enjoy the ber. 
ter and Spiritual Contemplation, of the Soul, 
And''tis nioft-certain the more Women keep 
their thoughts and deſires from worldly de: 
lights and vanities, the more their minds wilt 
be fortified againſt them, and the more raady 
' they'll be to embrace true felicity. 

We read in Scripture that the Womans ſub- 
jetion tothe Man, was laid on her as a pe: 
nance and puniſhment for her diſobedience to 
her God. . Truly moſt of the young Married 
Sparks of our Age, are very aCtive in obſerving 
Gods pleaſure herein, yet not at all on theac- 
count of the Almighty's deſign, but the worlds 

« practice, which is for fuch Sparks. to make 
Marriagea puniſhment to the Woman, as much 
as they can, that is as much as ſome Wives will; 
for ſerve, honour, and obey, are grown but wotds 
of-courſe, which all Women muſt repeat after 
the Miniſter at Marriage, but few will perform 
after they are Married, and their promiſe of 
obedience till death them do part, is ſeldom 
in their thoughts as long as they live. 

Indeed I have known ſome young handſom 
Widows, who have loy'd their own Reputati- 
on and their Husbands Memory, ſo much 
as to continue ſome years in a ſtrict: deep 
Mourning, as well in their. Life as Dreſs. And 
have alſo known other Widows, of the wild 

brisk 
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brisk London brood, - that have not ſo much 

Complemented their Husbands death, as to 

hold out one year a Widows Lite, tho contra» 

ry.to the Cuſtom of the Country, and the com- 

mon Rules of decency and civility. 

' Andas ſhewing ſo little a concern fora Hus- 

band is very unbecoming, and highly immo- 

deſt, not to ſpeak worſe ; ſo on the other hand 

overmuch grief and deſpair, are both impru- 

dent, and irreligious 

 BurTnecd not ſpeak much of this overabun- 

dant Mourning for a Husband, ſince 'tis a 

diſtemper of mind, very few Widows of our 

age arc inclin'd too, and therefore not in dan-. 
ger of being infe&ted with ; for moſt Widows * 
can tell us rhat they are fo well read' in the 

brave Roman Story, who though they had no 

other bounds to their afpiring hopes, than the 
Conqueſt of the whole world,yet they {till pla- 

ced their glory and praife, as much in ſuffering 
well,as in doing fo, faying, 4s they ought not 

to be overmuch exalted by proſperity, ſo they 
ought not to be too much depreſſed or caſt down 

by adverſity, but to obferve the Golden Rule of 
Mediocrity in both Caſes, and therefore cis 

not ill Wife-like, bur brave Roman like, toſut- 
fer all loſſes with Courage and Patience. 

' And 'tis from theſe Conſiderations that ma- 
ny of our fine young gay brick Widows fay, 
They eſteem more the Phyloſophers Wit, than his 


| Wiſdom, who being,in great affliction, and 


G 3 Weeping 
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wcepin molt bitterly for the death of his Wite, 
one of ls frichds told him, his crying, could 
do neither him, nor her any good ; Therefore 
ſaid the Philoſopher 1 Cry. 
- * * But this is a kind of doleful Logick, that 
\ uics ill with the ſprightly gaiety of, our fine 
oung Widows, and therefore it mult be need. 
[ck as well as troubleſom to mind them ot it, 
it being a very unmodiſh doQrin, to preach 
to fuch young Widows, that becauſe their 
Husbands are out of the world, thgrefore 
they ought to live as if they were not in it, 
and bury themſelyes alive in a ſtrict ſolitary 
retirement, which they will tell you favours 
. more of great folly, than true wiſdom ; ſince 
no Woman by her Matrimonial Vow, is enga- 
ged to Love her Husband longer than till 
death them do part ; and indeed asWives now 
go, I think 'tis very extraordinary to meet one 
that truly loves her Husband halt ſo long. In 
a word, the that gives her Husband a more la- 
ſting Love than ſhe promiſed, is generouſly 
kind, but ſhe that pays him as much as ſhe in- 
gaged for, is truly juſt. 

Next 'tis moſt certain that all extreams are 
bad, and therefore Widows ought to avoid 
them on both ſides; either by ſhewing too little 
a Concern, or too violent a Grief,for their Hus- 
bands death; I know I need not travel your 
thoughts fo far as the Zaſ{-Indes, to ſhew you 
the barbarous examples of Womens on to 
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their dead . Husbands bodies, by ſacrificing 
themſelves to the, Devil, by burning them- 
ſelves alive, ſoon after their Husbands death 
we have examples enough in the Hiſtory of 
our Neighbouring Princes, of their Wives bar- 
barous Cruelty committed againſt their own 
Lives, for their Husbands lofs of theirs ; (but 
then do not miſtake me; ſo as to think, I be- 
lieve there are any ſuch kind of fond fooliſh 
Wives in our age, ) as Adymoyd Queen of 


| Sweedland, who, when ſhe heard her Husband 
| was kill'd by the Daves, ſaid ſhe would ſoon foly 


low him, and preſently ftabb'd her ſelf. T might 
name you many more of this bloody Nature, 
but ſurely ſuch kind of Tragical examples are 
to be look'd upon, bur as the vile and wicked 
effects of madneſs or a deviliſh deſpair, and 
notat all the motions of a pious vertuous love, 
ſince good Wives may ſhew their kindneſs, 


without ſhedding their blood, and may mourn 


heartily, withour dying Cruelly ; for fuch un- 
natural deaths utterly deſtroy that great Chri- 
{tian vertue, of well regulating their paſſt- 
Ons. wah 

And certainly no Widow ftands more en- 
gaged to her Husbands memory, either by the 
Laws of outward Civility and good manners, 
or by the inward effe&s of true love and real 
eſteem, than to obſerve thoſe kinds of mea- 
ſures, and degrees of mourning for their Hus: 
bands, which are uſyal according ta the rules 
gm a. of 
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of 'cuſtom and decency, which is to live a 


ſri religious and unmarried life, for ſome - 
conſiderable time, or longer as ſome Women. 


do; 'and among thoſe many whocontinueſoto 


the end of their days,and foare Widows indeed: 
according to S. Pauls phraſe, and fo deſerve his 
character of honour. And among thoſe I can- 


not omit a juſt. commendation of the three 


moſt Excellent vertuous Ladies, . and kind 


Siſters, who live together near London, I need 
not name them, becauſe-I am ſure, there are 
Rot three Widow Siſters of their high Quality, 
great Vertue, and clear Reputation, that live 
together inall Erg/and; for which as they have 
the juſt admiration and praiſes.of all true Lo- 


vers of Vertue; fo I wiſh: all Widows would 


ſtrive to imitate their religious example, that 
ſo like them, they might enjoy comfort of true 
devotion and felicity upon earth, as ancarneſt 
of more bleſſed comforts and happineſs they do 
expect in the other World. TT 


And. who. by leading ſuch a conſtant religj- 


ous; and unmarried Life, the world muſt plain-' 


ly ſee, that ſuch Widows have no particular 
fondneſs for any Man inthe world, ſince their 
dear Husbands are out of'it, and that they do 
ſill ſhew a conſtant affe&ion, real eſteem and 
memory of their Husbands vertues and repu- 
tation; and by aparticular kindneſs-continued 


to all their Husbands Relations and Friends, as 


much as if they had been now. aCtually living, 
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and  could-be made ſenſible of the effe&s of 
their good or ill nature towards them. I fay ſuch 
2 vertuous and diſcreet carriage in Widows is 
a moſt clear demonſtration that Loves do not 
expire with their Husbands Lives; and cer- 
tainly ſuch an affeQtion muſt be more real, and 
leſs byaſſed, as to all appearances, than the love 
of any living Wite can poſlible be ; fince that 
may only look counterteit, and be diſguiſed, 
by wearing a Mask of ſelf-intereſt, or deſign 
rather than of true affe&tion or value, and 
may be reckoned on the account, of livin 
in good eſteem or reputation as to the world, 
or be counterfeired for an outward ſeeming 
kindneſs to her Husband, tho ſhe has no real 
inward one, in order to live at peace and quiet 
ar home, both for her Childrens good, and for 
her own and families eaſe. | 
- But a Widow that continues (as I have 
faid) conſonant kindneſs to her Husbands me- 
| mory and Relations, and lives in the ſtate of 
a private and religious widowhood; ſuch a 
one can expect no return, or hope for any praiſe 
or advantage, but from the juſt commendati- 
on of her vertue while ſhe lives, or indeed the 
more certain comfort and aſſurance of her cter- 
'nal happineſs, when ſhe comes to die. 

But mortifying. Diſcourſes of this nature, I 
amſure muſt be a from making any agreeable 
muſick to the fine young Widows, bur itmay 
be ſound harſh, and unpleaſant, as well as 
bs; I uſeleſs 
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uſeleſs and unliking ; many of the fine gay | 
young Widows, making the day of their Hug- 
bands death, the joyful Birthday of their own 

freedom. | 
And there are few of theſe brisk witty fort 
of Widows that are not fo great Phzloſophers 
in the Politicks of Marriage, and ſo perieQly 
read in all parts of Scripture tending: to that 
paint, as to be wiſcly able to extract out of it, 
the vertue of Patience, and to poſleſs it in fo 
high a degree, and great meaſure, as to he 
able to raiſe to themſelves fſatisfaftory Argu- 
ments, of all ſizes, degrees, and qualities what 
ſoever, to arm themſelves againſt the loſs of 
a Husband of any kind ; be' he good or bad, 
poor or rich, fo as to render his death at leaſt 
eaſe, if not pleaſing, by arguing and reaſon 

ing with themſelves aiter this manner : . 
Tf my Husband was good and vertuous, and 
made a holy end, ſuitable ro his religious li, 
{ure I ought not to mourn for it, but reoyce 
at it, that he is gone to Heaven, and that I 
have in a manner half my ſelf there before: 
| hand; and therefore it muſt argue want of 
Charity, kindneſs and good nature to lament 
and mourn tor his happineſs, in living and dy: 

ing ſo well. | 

: If my Husband was wicked, lewd, and pro- 
hane, I have a double reaſon torgoyce tor 
Us ceath; firſt, that the world ;is rid of fo 
bad a Man, and TI of ſoill a Husband, and am 
21s no 
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—_ more oblig'd to lie every night, with fo 


much wickedneſs in my boſom, and that we are 
aow no more one fleih, who were fo far from 
being of one mind, and humor; and I have. 
alſo this ſecond means of extracting this hea- 
yenly advantage by it, that having experiment 


 &d theſlaviſh miſery of ſerving the Creature, 


[am now, orat leaſt ought to be, the more rea- 
dy and willing to dedicate all my remnant of 
Life, only to the ſervice of my Creator, whoſe 
po is ſtill perte& freedom, and everlaſting 
licity. 
If my Husband was poor and needy, I haye 
reaſon to be glad he is intirely delivered from 
the great ave of want, and that his poverty 
is dead and buried with him, for none ever 
feels want in the Grave. | 
But if my Husband died Rich, I have great 
reaſon to rejoyce that he has left me fo, and 
has given me by his death, what he de- 
nied me all his life, the incontroulable Trea- 
ſure of his Wealth ; and that I have now the 
range of the whole Kingdom, to ramble over, 
and ſpend it after what kind of manner, and 
with what ſort of Company, as I fancy moſt, 
and love beſt; and by being a Widow I am 
become the perfe&t Empreſs of my own Will, 
inſtead of being confin'd at home a Subject to 
my Husbands, and ſure none can reliſh with 
more guſto, the eaſe and liberty, and the many 
pleaſures of freedom, than ſhe that's my 
| E- 


108 CHARACTERS 
deliver'd from the bondage of a Marriage con: 
finement, -and therefore what Seneca ſaid of 


Vertue, that there's no Paſſion, or Afﬀiition in 


the World, that Vertue has not a Remedy for : 
The fame may be ſaid in reference to moſt 
young Widows love to their Husbands, let 
their paſſionate kindneſs for them be ſeeming: 
ly neverſo great, whilſt they live, yer they will 
be ſure to-find Remedies tor their overmuch 
mourning for their death. : 


And therefore I ſhall adviſe Husbands never 


to Antidate their trouble, by fearing that 
. their death will produce a long ſadneſs in their 
Wives, at the common rate Marriage-Love 
now goes, there's no great fear of it; ſince in 
molt Wives their good Jointure-Rents, out- 
weigh their Love-ſighs, or at leaſt Counter. 
oiſe all cheir formal Mourning; for there is 
really, ſo little pure Love in' many of our 
Marriages now adays,' as Husband and Wifes 
Love, is but of the ſame nature of thar of 
orcat Sovereign Princes, whoſe Love is bur 
- macer Intereſt ; and a Husbands death to ma- 
ny.of our Wives, is become as Repentance for 
Sin, which cannot come ſo foon'or late, bur it 
{till brings Comfort with. it. 
And now leſt you may take my ſpeaking 
againſt Widows Marrying, to be but a kind 
of raillying Diſcourle, fit only to entertain, but 
not to. convince ; and that my reaſons againſt 
Widows Marrying are but meer Romantick, 
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pleaſant ro beread, but needleſs to be believ'd; 
T will wave my own weak reaſonings, and 


quote you ſome Scripture ones, that ſeem nor 
to favour Widows Marrying, bur rather the 
contrary, to continue as they are, and for 
their encouragement to it, propounds to them 
reat advantages by it, which are theſe, The 
Zcſ is out of the 0/d Teſtament, Lev.22.13. {f 
a Prieſts Daughter , be Married, ſhe muſt not eat 
of the .Offerings of holy Things, but if the.. 
Prieſts Daughter be a Widow, ſhe may eat as in her 
Touth, that is, as if (he had been never Married 
and was a Maid, which was a priviledge Women 
had by living Widows under the Moſaick Law, 
and which would not have it ſeems been granted, 
had ſhe been made unclean by a ſecond Marriage. 
And S. Paul ſpeaking of the happineſs and 
advantages Virgins have over Married Wo- 


| men, gives this as one of his principal reaſons, 


that they live free and exempt from the cares 
of obſerving and pleaſing their Husbands, and 
being in ſubjeAtion to them. And ſure Widows 
enjoy at leaſt as much, if not more, on this ae- 
count than Virgins can; for doubtleſs ic muſt 
be a far greater degree of pleaſure, and fatis- 
faction to thoſe that have caſt oft the Yoke of 
an ill Marriage, than it can be to thoſe thar 
never wore it; as. a ſick Man that recovers his 
health muſt needs enjoy more pleaſure by ir, 
than another can in his health that was never 
fick; and really in my opinion the Peanpee 
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of an ill Marriage ought t6 be the beſt Reme: | | 
dy, to make a Widow well favour the happineſs | 
of an unmarried life, and the moſt perfwafive 
Argument to make her continue fo, - '1I 
- I ſhall further obſerve, that thefame Apoſtle 
in his firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, chap. 5. verſ. 5, 
Seems to divide Widows 'into- two. ſorts, the 
ood, and the bad; the good the Charadteri. 
fes with the Title of being Widows indeed, and 
gives us this ſign to know them by, She that 
truſteth in God, and continueth in Prayers, and 
Supplications night and day. This is the holy 
Mark, you may know a godly Widow by, 
and this is the Widow that the Apoſtle calls | 
a Widow indeed, and orders 7imothy to pay | 
themgreat honour as ſuch. 
Tam ſure theſe are nor ax all a kin to the 
race of proud\brisk ranting Widows that are 
in, and about London, who abſtain nor from 
- Marriage upon the account of any retired reli. 
gious Inclinations, or upon any want of deſires 
toMarry,(for moſt of theſeWidows defire more 
Husbands than Husbands deſire them)for they 
only abſtain from Marriage becauſe they can- 
not get Husbands to ſuit their fancy, for they 
muſt Marry ſuch as are high enough to Match 
their Quality, Rich enough to maintain their 
Extravagancies, and fools enough to be. go- 
vern'd by them; but ſuch a fort of Abſtinence 
from Marriage, ſprings rather from rear pride, 
than true deyotion; and ſo proyes rather a 
| i ye” Penance 
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Penance totheir body, than proceeds from 
any principle of Vertue intheir mind, 
.-The bad ſort of Widows the Apoſtle brands 
ith the foul marks, of being not only idle, but 
atlers aud buſie-bodies wandring from Houſe t9 


—_— 


Hauſe, which among the London Ladies is cal- 


kd Viſiting ; theſe fort of Widows S. Paul or- 
ders Timothy to refuſe, and not ro admit into 
the number, and ſeems to give this reaſon fo 
it; for when a Widow waxeth wanton againſt 
Chriſt, that is againſt holineſs, ſhe wiZ Marry, 
(where by the by, take notice Widows, that 
Marrying isa ſign of waxing wanton) and next; 
it that young Widows "as not been naturally 


 inclin'd to this ſort of wantonneſs, the Apoſtle 


would never have given this ſtrict charge 
about it, by ordering 77mothy not to admit a 
Widow into the number under ſixty, the Wite 
of one Husband, not two, which in efte& was 
to admit no Widow, but ſucha one as reſolv'd 
never to Marry; tor ſure the Apoſtle might 
very well conclude, that a Widow that did 


not Marry before ſixty, would never Marry 


after; it being an unkfr and undecent Age, as 
exceeding all the bounds of gravity and dilcre- 
tion, being an age altogether uncapable to ans 
ſwer one of thoſe ends Marriage was chiefly 
ordained for, bringing Children into the world; 
for S. Paal in the ſame Verſe, Where he will 
that young Women ſhould Marry, he orders them 
to bring Children, 1 Tim. 5:14. So that 'tis 
| clear; 
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| forth Children; and tho I confeſs a Widow at 
| fixty may with her great Wealth buy a young 


Husband, ( for Gallants are ſtill ro be had for: 


Mony, .) yet 'tis impoſſible that her years 


ſhould ever breed a, Child; for though her 


Mony may bring her a Husband to Bed, yer 
all the Midwives in Chriſtendom can neyer 
bring her ſo. _ H 

And now TI have given you my opinion as 
to old. Widows, I ſhall here preſent my advice 
_ tothe young ones, which is, inſtead of ventu: 
. ring on the great uncertainty of meeting a good 
Husband, you will diſpoſe your ſelves unto 
the ſervice of a good God, where you will be 
ſure to enjoy true content in this world, (which 
is more than you will be ſure to do ina Hu: 


band, ) and eternal felicity in the next, in ſuch 


a perfect ſtate of bliſs, as you will have nothing 


to hope, or fear, wiſh, or deſire; for ſhe that: 


has all ſhe defires, can have nothing to wiſh. 
S. Paul ſays, ſhe that liveth in pleaſure, us 
dead while ſhe liveth; therefore all Widows 
willdo well to refle& ſeriouſly on the vaſt dif- 
ference, of living in vanity, ſin, and pleaſure, 
and that of living vertuouſly, and in a true 
love, and holy fear of God; and foto be liſt- 
ed inthe bleſſed number of thoſe that S. Paul 
calls Widows indeed, who continge in ſupplication 

and prayer, night and day. | 
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clear, that a Widow at ſixty ought notto Mar: 
ry, becauſe a Widow at that Age cannot bring 
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- Toconclude, this is the vaſt difference be- 
tween the Widow that liverth in vain Pleaſure, 


and ſhe that liveth in the true fear of- God; 
The one uw dead whilſt ſhe liveth, and the other 


'} hall live eternally after ſhe is dead, 


p—— 
—— 


THE EIGHTH 
DISCO VURSKÞ©: 
Againſt keeping of MIS S ES. 


OW TI have. finiſhed my Diſcourſe onthe 

_ VN unpleating Subject, of many Widows mi- 
ſeries by making ſecond Marriages; I ſhall 
change that” doleful Scene, and now bring on 
the Stage the gay, brisk, modiſh vice of keep- 
ing Miſſes; a ſin grown ſo in taſhion, as the 
great cuſtom of the faſhion, has overgrown 
the ſence of the ſin; 'being a vice ſo common, 
as its commonneſs makes many forget 'tis a 
vice, nay ſome of our young Atheiſtical Gen- 
tlemen are fo far from condemning the ſinful- 
neſs of ir, as they pretend to juſtifie its pra- 
Qice as not ſinful ; but for this ſort of Sataniſts, 
they are only fit to be ſhut up with a Red-Crofs, 
and a Domine miſerere upon their Doors, that- 
they may be branded ſo for the plague of their 
| H impictys 
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. Impiety, as £0 keep-in their infeftion to-them- 


ſelves, for theſe are ſteering direQly betore the 
Wind, with a full fail co Hell. | 
There are another ſort, that ſteer almoſt the 
ſame courſe, but with a ſide wind; and tho 
theſe are of very wicked principles, yet they 
are not of ſo profane and debauch'd a kind, ag 
the former; for theſe own, that keeing a Mil; 
isill, but they hald it;a;lefs evil ro keep a good. 
humour'd handſom Miſs, than to live with an 
old ugly ill-natured Wife; for ſay they, one 
need keep a Miſs no longer than he likes and 
loves her; bur one is {till bound to live with 
a croſ&prain'd Wiſe, rhough he is fo- far trom 
loving or liking her, as he hates her ; bur this 
Argument carries no force, hut in wickedneſs, 
being indeed as very ſenſeleſs and ridiculoug, 
as its 'maintainers are highly impious and ex- 


' travagant ; ſince a Man by living with his ugly 


croſs Wife, may thereby ofren mcer occafions 
to exerciſe his patience, which may prove a 
yertue-in ſome kind; but by keeping a Mik, 
he can never by it exerciſe a vertue in any 
kind; beſides a Man by living with his Wite, 
thonever ſo deform'd, does but what he ought; 
but. a Man by- keeping a: Miſs, tho never fo 
handſom, does what he.ought not, ſince in-f0 
doing he oftends his God. | 
."\There are another ſort of vicious young 
Sparks, who you will caſily believe have not 
attained to years of diſcretion'by their 'pre- 
Rh ae Hagan: | | . tending 
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tending to Argue, that 'ris nor a greater ill ro 


keep a handſom Miſs, than for a Widow to 
Marry a bad Husband, but in my opinion this 
admits of no compariſon; for ſure no Widow 
can be ſo mad, as to Marry a Man, that ſhe is 
ſure beforehand will be a bad Husband. Bur 
all Men that keep Miſſes know beforehand, 
that by ſo doing they aCt a great ſin. A Widow 
by aw an ill Husband, only commits a 
fault againſt her own content, but he that keeps 
a Miſs, offends againſt his Makers command ; 
which muſt needs be very much worſe, fince an 
ill Husband can only diſturb the body, but a 
ſcandalous fin _ deſtroy the ſoul. 

But yet tho a Widows Marrying an ill Hus- 
band, cannot poſſibly be of ſo ill a nature as a 
Mans keeping a Miſs, yet it may probably be 
of a much more laſting trouble, ſince an ill 
Husbands life is like to laſt much longer, than 
a fair Miſſes beauty ; for weall know tis ver 
cuſtomary, for Miſs keepers love, to end with 
their Miſſes beauty, ſince their beauty only 
makes the love. 

' In a word, I have known ill men thathave 
made kind Husbands, ſo that 'tis poſlible a 
Widow may Marry an ill Man, and not be 
miſerable; but'tis impoſſible a Man can keep 
a Miſs, and not be wicked. 

- *Tis a common Proverbial ſaying, That a 
Wife is a neceſſary Evil, which I fancy, isnot 
to be taken in the ſenſe moſt do, that Men can- 
| H 2 not 
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not: live without them ; but becauſe Men are 
ſill bound to live with them ; for whilſt they 
are Wives, tho far from being good ones, yet 
poor Husbands are oblig'd to ſerve out their 
time of bondage, according to agreement for 
better for worſe, till death them ao part. But 
now for the new Mode of protempore Wives, 
called Miſſes, they are generally -look'd upon 
by our Gallants, and keepers of them, as only 
Tenants at will, ro Mens Perfons, and Purſes; 
being tied to them in no other manner, than 
we. are to reading Romances, on which we 
may begin when we will, and leave off when 
we pleaſe, for we are not oblig'd to read longer 
in them, than they ſuit our humor, and pleaſe 
our fancy. | 
_- Indeed Miſles are now become in molt great 
Towns, (eſpecially London) to Gentlemen, as 
 Booksare in Stationers Shops to Scholars, where 
they . may pick and chuſe, Read ſometimes this 
kind of Books, another thar ſort, all, or any, 
and hire them by the Day, Month or Year; 
and when they have read them over as olr as 
they pleaſe, and have ino longer. delight: in 
them, or farther uſe of them, they may return 
them, and leavethem where they found them, 
and there's no. harm done, they lying ready 
expos'd for the next Courteous comer. 

Miſſes in. Fowns are like Free-booters- at 
Sea, no Purchaſe, no Pay, they are never out 
of their way,. (except to Heaven): ſo they Wn 

ut 
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but mcer a prize init; indeed our fine young 


Gallants are wiſe in this particular, (but pray 
do not ask me in what other leſt you puzle 
me,) and this their wiſdom conſiſts only in 
chuſing of two evils the leaſt; for they will keep 
Miſſes which is1ll, bur they will not be bound 
to keep them longer than during pleaſure, 
which is leſs ill than a longer time; thar is, 
they will be tied ro Miſſes by no'other Law, 
than that dearly beloved one of ſweet variety, 


Miſſes being to be us'd bur like flight ſummer 


Garments, which are only uſeful in the youth- 
ful Spring or hot Summer Seaſon of Mens 
Lives, and may without much Ceremony, or 
prear difficulty bepur on, or caſt off; ('twere 
well if the ſin of uſing them could be ſo too) 
ſightly worn, and cheaply bought; Miſſes be. 
ing but a kind of Summer-Fruir, for preſent 
eating, not long keeping, for their beaury will 
neverhold our long after a hot Yew blaſt, or ' 
burning clap of thunder, and their Bodies arc 
ofren withered and rotten before they are near 
ripe, in ſubſtance and perfeCtion, as many of 
the Merchant Adyenturers in that Trade, can 

tell you by woful experience. 2. 


© And therefore young Men. do wiſely in not 


binding themſelves to them, in Health, and 
Sicknefs, for then they are not only uſeleſs but 


chargeable; not till death them do part, bur till 


their Miſſes beauties does decay, or their Paſli- 
onchange; for Miſs-Love mult ſtill be Paſſho- 
| H 3 | = nate, 
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nate, becauſe it ceaſeth ro be Love, when ir 
ceaſeth to be Paſſionate, having no other mo, 
tive' to cheriſh and maintain it; and therefore 
uſually ſuch Mens Love, expires aſſoon as their 
Miſſes beauty breaks, or may be ſooner, it he 
be taken with a more agreeable obje&, for his 
preſent fancy and conveniency ; for though 
moſt of our young Gallants Love conſtantly, 
yet few are conſtant in their Amours ; for tho 
they are ſtill Loving, 'tis Women more than 
a Woman; for conſidering they are only Cor- 
ſtant to Inconſtancy, they can only keep the 
name of Conſtant Lovers, as Rivers {till keep 
the ſame Name, tho they are neyer two Mt 
nutes the ſame Water, they ſtill running into 
the Sea, asSprings are ſtill running into them. 
Indeed it young Gallants were bound to 


keep their Miſſes during lite, ſuch an obliga- 


tion would come ſo near to matrimonial bone 
dage, as our young Gallant, on thoſe terms, 
would as little love and-like a handſom young 
Miſs, as an ugly old Wife, all confinements to 
our Sparks of the times being odious. 

O what a brave World and pleaſant Age do we 
live in, when new ſctrs of Miſſes, are now. grown 


modiſh marks of Greatneſs, as numbers of 


Wives and Concubines were ſigns of Magni- 
ficence in Solomon's days, which is the only 


thing I know our young Gallants imitate him 


in, and their only grand reaſon for doing it, is 
meerly becauſe Chriſts holy Goſpel forbids 
them doing it. Really 
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Really the Drunkatds in S. Paul's days; 
were a kind of ſober Men to the Libertins of 
our Age ; for they knowing their deeds were 
evil and ſcandalous, had fo great a ſenſe.of 
modeſty and ſhame, (tho not of ſin, 'agto 
caſt a vail of darkneſs over them, to hide theni- 
ſelves and their Debauchery from the ſipht of 
others, which is implied - by S. PauPs faying 
Thoſe that are Drunken, are Drunken in th4 


Night; but the Debauchees of our times, 
ſo glory in their own unſhamefulneſs as 


they expoſe their Perſons and Vices, (I 
might have faid Sins) to the open-Sum 
ſhine, and publick Aſſeriblies; and are ſo 
far from caſting a vai}, either to cover theit 
own ſhame, or their Miſs painted. faces, as 
many of our young Sparks, nay, others 
that are more than middle aged Sinners, al 
ow their Miſſes Coaches to themiſetves, but 
with Coachmen in their own Livery, for tear 
all might not know whoſe Miſſes they are, 
and who keeps them, ro ſhew tothe World 
that their vile impudence fcorns all ſober Mens 
cenſure, as well as it defies the grear Gods pu- 
niſhment. | dls 
. This baſe ſpecies of mercenary Miſs Love, 
being grown as very common - as theriſelves 
are, who areas impudent in their Carriage, as 
lewd in their A&ions; and really 'tis now 
grown a difputable =__ which now 
abounds moſt in Loxdow, Hackevy Coaches, 
H 4 Or 
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or: Hackny-Women, Tradeſmen or Trading- 
_- Thus impudence is now become a kind of 
Staple Commodity in our Kingdom of Love, it 
being now adays eſteem'd a ſhameful meanneſs | 
of Spirit in a. young Gentleman, to be out of 
countenance : for keeping a..Miſs, but grown 
no.ſhame ar all to keep one ; they being now 
looked. upon but as marks of greatneſs and 
riches, and ſigns of Youth, health,” faſhion, 
and-gaity ; bur never in the leaſt thought on, 
ro bethe ſad effects of ſin, ſhame, folly, and 
wickedneſs. STE 
. Oſtrange change ! That ſin ſhould be thus 
| ſupported by a cuſtomary impudence, and 
yertue ſuppreſſed by a general Cuſtom : Thus 
the! tolerated, nay I might have ſaid incoura- 
17 rw" of wing this ſin, has taken away 
both the ſhame and conſcience of committing 
it; ., as very debauch'd as our Ape is, we 
ought not to caſt our faults on ir, -for there 
can be no time ſo bad, as to render ſins necel- 
fary ;-for general Cuſtom, can never juſtifie 
particular faults, ſince we might all live well, 
if we did not ſpend our time ill ; forthe willin 
| her jmmediate operations, neither depends, 
-nor-moves by the temper of the body, or the 
faſhion of the times, but-by the motions of 
- the.mind, in her own Reſolutions. 
....In a word, keeping of Miſſes, is now grown 
.ſo common, . ngt only among great Men, bu 
; Ik others 
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others of as bad Lives, tho not of ſo great 


Eſtates; that now as to the keeping of Miles, 
there's nothing in it ſo ſtrange, as that any 
ſhould think ir lo. 


THE NINTH 


DISCOURSE 


Of the vain folly of ſuch Ladies who think to 
' ſhew their Wit, by Jeering and Cenſuring 
' their Neighbours. 


One there would not need many Lines or 
-L Arguments on this Subje&t, to diſſwade 
Ladies from Jeering at others Faults, if they 


would but ſeriouſly refle& on their own; for 
then certainly they would neither accuſe 
others, nor juſtifie themſelves, but avoid keep- 


ing Company with, or at. leaſt praCtiſing of, 


+ this baſe ill natur'd and uncharitable vice, of 
| Jeering and Cenluring their Neighbours. 


We read in the Goſpel of S. Fohn, how the 
Scribes and Phariſees brought before our Savi- 


our, the Woman that was taken in the Att of A- 


dultery, .to tempt him, ſaying, Moſes in the 


Law commanded us, that ſuch ſhould be ſtoned, 
but what Jayeſt thou £ and after often asking, 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus ſaid unto them, he that u without fin 
among you, let him caſt the firſt ſtone at her ; 
and they that heard it being convifted in their 
own Conſciences, went away one by one, and all left 
her; for as Solomon ſays,. who z ſo pure asto 
-bave no fin ? \ | 

If all Cenforious Ladies would but truly and 
heartily apply this ſaying to themſelves, and 
fancy our, Saviour now ſaying unto them,-the 
Lady that is free from fault among you, caſt 
the firſt Jecr at your Neighbour, 1 am conf 
dent the Ladies would be fo Conſcious of their 
own Guilr, as they would preſently all leave 
this filthy ſin, as the Scribes and Phariſees did 
the Adulterous Woman. © NR 

For there's no Woman in this World of fo 
holy and pure a mixture, as to be free from 
any ſtain and faulr, for then ſhe muſt be more 
than a Woman; and thereforeall Ladies ought 
to make it their buſineſs rather to mend their 
own faults, than make it their paſtime to Jeet 
at- thoſe of others, which very likely they are 
guilty of themſelves, and to confider, ſince all 
are infected, none ought to cenſure any, but ' 
every one to repent in particular for himſelf, 
and to be forry in general for all. 

I have known ſome ordinary home-ſpun wit- 
ty Women, who have proclaim'd themſelves 

, very fooliſh in great Companies, and have 

ſhew'd their wantof wit in- attempting to Jeer 
ar Others aboye their reach, having only light 

*, Ideas, 
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Ideas, of which they pretended to have a per- 
fe& knowledge, and fo have expoſed their 
faint glimmering wit and flaſhy talk, of ſelf 
conceitedneſs, on a Candleſtick, to be judged, - 
and look'd into by every prying and abufive 
Critick, which had been much better kept ar 
home under a Buſkel, among their Friends and 
Neighbours; -many of theſe pretenders to Ral- 
lying wit, fancying they have a perfe&t know- 
ledge of things when they do not underſtand, 
nor ſo much as know, thatthey do not know 
it; for there's a knowledpe of Ignorance,. as 
well as an Ignorance of knowledge, and ſome 


fin by a preſumption of knowledge, as well 


as. others do by an ignorant preſumption ; and 

therefore fuch Women pretenders to wit, ma 

be aſſured that they have great reaſon to will 
for a deliverance from their unknown igno- 
rance, as well as holy David teacheth all Men 
to beg pardon of God for their ſecret and un- 
known faults. *Tis in ordering of wit, 'as in 
ma:.aging of a voyce, ſhe that has an indifferent 
{weet low voyce, and ſings within its reach, 
may do it agrecable enough ; but it ſhe ſtriving 
to ſing better than ſhe can, over mounts and 
ſtretches her voyce, by ſo overſtraining it ; ſhe 
raiſes her weak voyce to meer ſqueaking,and fo 
renders it more diſcord than good yocal Muſick. 
So truly an indifferent Wit that moves in 
the Sphere of her own ability, may paſs for 
good witty pleaſant Company ;: but if ſhe ary 
| trends 
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tends to talk of what ſhe does nor under. 
ſtand, and by endeavouring to make witty 
ſcoffs on others, to caſt only ſome groſs foul 
ſlanders on them ; ſuch a one drowns her ſmall 
Spring of wit, in the Ocean' of her folly, and 
receives but contempr, inſtead of praiſe. 

For my part I have a more nice opinion of 

_ that they generally call ignorance, than uſual. 
ly moſt have; for many eſteem ignorance to 
conſiſt only in the want of School learning, 
others in that of Hiſtory, Philoſophy, Ma: 
thematicks, Politicks, or the not well under- 
ſtanding the Afﬀairs of the World, and the 
Intrigues of Courts, and ' the Men and faQti- 
ons in it, when in real truth, one may be a 
perfe&t Maſter of Art in all theſe, and yet be 
an ignorant Freſh-man in the very dawning, 
and beginning of true Wiſdom, the fear of 
God ; which truth is confirmed by a wiſer 
Solomon, than any that dares contradit it; *ris 
only that wiſdom that leadeth to ſalvation. 
Therefore I am of opinion that a Learned 
Man that knoweth much, and lives ill, and is 
uncharitable; is much more ignorant, than that 
Lady who knows little, and prays much, and 
gives Alms plentifully ; and this occaſioned the 
Wiſeman to eſteem Worldly wiſdom bur yani- 
ty, becauſe it maketh not wiſe to ſalvation, 

and S. Pay] tells us, that worldly knowledge puf- - 

feth up, But charity edifieth, and both Gods 
Word, and our own experience, (if we are ho- 


ly.) 
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ly,) can aſſure us, that a good Conſcience, (which 
our gracious God never denies to thoſe thar 


beg it with great zeal, and in good time) # 


_ acontinual feaſt. 


Therefore your vain Ladies.cannot but own 
in ſpight of all their averſneſs to it, that there 
muſt be much more wiſdom in going to the 
Houſe of Prayer, than paſtime to go to the 
Play-houſe; though if welook into the ſeats 
on Sundays, and at the boxes on all theWeek- 
days, we ſhall find more Ladies ſer our ar 
this, than that ; tho we know one is the great 
duty of Religion, and the other but a meer 
delight of fancy. 

_ And if the fine Ladies and young Sparks, 
could read this and not be angry, I would de- 
fire them to conſider ſeriouſly ; tho I know 
ſerious conſideration is very unmodiſh, and 
conſequently very unuſual among them to pra- 
Tile, and ſo uncivil in me to ask, what are 
witty Plays, and fine Romances; truly Plays 


| ofthe very beſt ſort are bur fine pleaſant Plots, 


ſometimes taken out of true Story, ſometimes 


raiſed by meer fancy ; well ated, and finely 


repreſented on the Stage, richly gilded and 


' ſet out with fine Scenes, quick Wir, pleaſant 


Fancy, good Humor, modiſh Dreſs, and pure 
double refined Language, exaCtly fitted and 
tun'd to the preſent temper of the Times; and 
when all this is done, tho ohe may hear much 
wit in. them, yet none can learn much Z pn 

om 
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dom by them; Plays being writ for meer pa. 
| ſime to-pleaſe the fancy, more than inſtru& 
the underſtanding, made to pet the Poet praiſe, 
and the Players: mony, rather than to teach 
the hearers vertue. 

And ſo -of Romances what are they other, 
than a pleaſant . ingenious mixture of fiftion, 
made up in a large Volume of extraordinary 
Adventures, and witty well compoſed fan- 
cies; rarely fet out, and richly adorn'd, with 
pure ſmooth Romantick Language, of ſtrange 
things done, and fierce love made, by Knights 
Errants in the Air, where the Lovers perform 
a thouſand Miracles in Fights, and ſingle Com: - 
bats, killing Men without ever hurting chem, 
or ſo much as drawing their Sword towards 
It; (for all ſuch relations are writ to the hei 
of Invention, no matrer if itſurpaſſes all poſltbi. 
lity of performance, for thoſe niceties are necd- 
leſs in Romances,) and fay all the fine things 
imaginable, without ſpeaking aword,and follow 
their Miſtriſſes over many Kingdoms, with- 
out ſo much as ſtirring one ſtep after them; fo 
that I may truly enough ſay, that a Romance, 
is a Monſter, compoſed of great contrarieties, 
and high falfities, 

- In ſhort, when you have once read over a 
| Romance, tho it be never ſo good and pleaſant, 
yer tis but a kind of dull entertainment, to 
read it aſecond time, a Romance being like a 
Stratagem of War, never to be uſed well but 
i ONCE. 
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once.. And yet theſe Plays and Romancesare 
ſo many in number, and ſo highly in eſteem, 
with our vain young Ladies, and fine Sparkiſh 
Gallants, as among many of them, they make 
it the main imployment of their Study, and 
the Library of their Books, (except perhaps 
an old Prattice of Piety of the family, all moul- 
dy through long keeping, and never uſing) 
being the great Treafury of their Wit, and 
the chief ſubject of their Diſcourſes, 

- Indeed the vain flaſhy Wit of Plays and 
Romances, is but like ſweet Flowers, or a fine 
delightful Voice; they can only for a little 
time, recreate and refreſh the Senſes, but can 
never benefit the Soul, or ſatisfie the neceſlities 
of the Body; which can never be fully fed, 
either by the Ears or Eyes. 

And as thelight of the Sun, tho it be of a 
moſt excellent general influence, yet alone 
could produce nothing ; ſo a general Jeering 
wit,-of it ſelf can never bring Ae any thing 
to ſtrengthen the judgment, or improve. the 
underſtanding ; becauſe it will not make uſe 
of the good Guides of Vertue, Prudence, So- 
briety,and Piety, to direCt ir,on what Subject it 
may fall on, on what occaſion it ſhould be im- 
ploy'd in, and by what degrees and meaſures it 
ought ro move, with fitting conſiderations of 


_ theperſons, time, and place; and ſuch Wits as 


will notobſerve theſe Rules, their drolling Wir 


will work like new Wine in old Bottles, - which 


will 
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will be ſure ro- burſt' and flie abour, to the 
prejudice of themſelves as well as others. 

And now if the vain Ladies will but give 
themſelves the trouble ro obſerve carefully one 
of theſe common prerenders to rallying wit, 
(for all jeering wits are bur pretenders; for if 
they had good wit, they would never be jee. 
'rers) you will find ſuch a one chiefly made 
up of thoſe four Elements in compoſition, wiz. 
Extravagancy and Diſiimulation, Cowardiſe and 
Indiſcretion, all which he practiſes to eve 
point of the Compaſs, guiding all his rambling 
talk by them, which'is commonly ſo rude and a- 
buſive, as it cauſesall modeſt and vertuous per: 
ſons to ſhun and deteſt the company, and ac. 

uaintance ; for the hearts and tongues of 
ſuch Men like ill Neighbours hardly ever meet 
in Unity and Communion one with another, 
they living intheir bodies, as their eyes doin 
their heads, which tho ſtill very near, yetne- 
ver ſee one another ; in ſhort your Jeererscom- 
monly want juſtice and conſideration, either 
roſpeak what they think, or to think of what 
they ſpeak, ſhooting their words at meer ran 
dom; and ſo will be ſure to have their ſhare 
in'the Proverb, That. a fools bolt is ſoon ſhot, 
for their Tongue can only abuſe themſelyes, 
not others: They hate a quiet fetled Life, be- 
ing never atreſt, but whilſt rhey are rambling 
from one Company to another, and never ſo 
well as when in motion; like ſome froward 
_ Infants, 
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lafants, thatare never at quiet longer than they | 


zxe Rock'd in the Cradle, and afſoon as tharis 
at reſt, rhey are not. And. now I hayenam'd 
a; Cradle, I cannot bur fancy that many of 
theſe ignorant pretenders to, wit, got a knock in 
their Cradle, which bas: hindered their Brains, 


and conſequently their Topgues, from, being 


well ſetled ever ſince, © 
. And as one may rationally enough conclude 


8 of the common Habit and Dreſs of a Nation, 


by only ſeeing one juſt come out of it, that li- 
ved long in it; ſol tancy I may here venture to 
makea ſhort deſcription of the common nature 
of moſt of theſe Jrolling abuſive Wits, by here 
making *a Juſt repreſentation, and giving you 
2 true Picture of one of them, tho in little. 
A common publick pretender to. Jeer and 
abuſe others, with his rallying Wit, is uſually 
one, who makes it his great delight, andchief 
buſineſs to inquire, and prie jnto,others Mens 
words and aCtions, and to make his venomous 


Reflections on them, he only paſling through . 


their Diſcqurſes, as a Spie does an Enemies 
Country, with a miſchievous deſign, to obſerve 
and return Intelligence. of the detefts and. 
weakneſs in it, and then to be ſure to attack: 
thoſe weaker parts with his ſharp abuſes ; for 
if a Man has never ſo many vertues, and has 


bur one vice,/ he will be ſure to skip them all, 


to fall. foul on'thar one; as flies leave the 
Fhole body; te faſten on the leaſt gawl'd Parech 
- I or 
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for ſach abuſive Wits!are Hike Surgeons, who 
live by others hurts, and have nothing to do 
with thoſe parts that are ſound. 
- A cenforious ſcofling' Wir, is ordinarily com- 
poſed, and\made upoffach a kind of Stuff ag 
Fire-ſhips/are, -which-ſcrve for no. other uſe, 
and are builr and kept for no other purpoſe 
| than to do miſchief; the only good in them 
confifts in doing harm, fo the ſpirit and quin- 
refſence of theſe Mens ill temper'd venom, lies 
chiefly in abuſiveneſs, curning all their” Notes 
ro-the fame Tune that the Phi/i/tins did Sam: 
ſons words, only to raiſe and ſpend their-mirth, 
on, though 'to- the prejudice of their deareſt 
Friends, and neareſt Relations, which they had 
. rather loſe than their Jeſt, 

A common Tatkative raillier ought by his 
Trade to: be- ſo couragiouſly ſtout, -or' rather 
foo hardy, as not to fear-jecring every” one; | 
and yet indeed rhe Generality of them are fo | 
tame "and Cowardly (for a generous mind | 
ſcorns ſuch a baſe and mean imployment) as to | 
endure (as he well deſerves) the.ſliphtsand.con- |} 
tempts of all he plays upon; for tho/he makes 
War againſt the whole Kingdonv' with his 
Fongue, yet hedares'not fight with one Man 
init with his Sword, and- indeed for: this he 
may welt pretend ſome reafon, (which+I am 
ſure he cannot for Jeering all Men,) firſt becauſe 
a Sword is much ſharper,” and can wound far 
deeper than his Tongue; andnext-if _—— 
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fohe with every Man he raillies, and rakes the 
liberty to-abuſe, he muſt fight more Duels in 
the Field, than ever Captain Beſſus received 
Challenges inthe Play; bur my Gentleman is 
too wiſe in his Mirth to expoſe his body- to 
ſuch-a ſharp Encounter. In a word, if'you d& 


you need but look on 8. George's pifture: 
a horſeback, where he is ſtil holding-vp his 
hand, bur never ſtrikes x for he fekos danger - 
like a poor-ſpirited Morral, rhoughhe lives;as 
i he thought he ſhould never die. I 
This ſort of Men that-make it cheiy buſi 
nefs, with their pretending Wit, to abuſe all 
Perſons; all the ill I need: ſay of them,” = 
they fay enough-of gy mans is, char they 
take upon them an employment which this 
muſt have /a-preat ſhare of Wir to perform well; 
and muſt much want difcretion to undertake 
at all; for at beſt if they are' Maſters of any 
Wit, they employ it il}, fince'they' ds notlive 


6b much by their own wit, as by others 


folly. 
ww [hips now the vain Ladies that are givetito 


Jeering will pleaſe to rake notice, that T have 
on this Sabje&-uſed them with the ſame re- 


ſpe& that Furors do young Princes, who Whett 


they have committed any great fault, inſtead 
of whipping them, whip their favourite plays 
fellow, for their Fault ; that the Prinee* ſeeing 
the ſevere puniſhimene uſed of their! favorite 
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133 CHARACTERS. 
boy, may by his Chaſtiſement, avoid aRing 
| himſelf, the like fault for the future. 
.  So.tho Ido not here name the Ladies, that 
are given to this filthy ill-natured vice ;»yer 1. 
aſlure.rhem this Diſcourſe, was writ meerly 
for them, and aims only at them, as knowing it 
a Crime, that moſt of them. through vanity do 
| *; and truly. this baſe fault of Cenſuring 
mult needs appear worſe ina young Lady, than 
in any ;other ; 'for as a black ſpor ſhews the 
clearer, the whiter the skin is that 'cis placed 
*upon; ſo ſharp, raillery, and abuſive wit, ap- 
prarthe more black and foul, coming out of the 
| mouth of a beautiful Lady, whoſe words ought 
fall of ſweetneſs ſuitable to-her looks. 
And let me tell-you this great Truth, chat 
Jur- pert Cenſorious Ladies; might-.in a far 
orter time, and with much leſs. pains, and 
abundant more content to themſelves gain the 
bleſſed Title of good Chriſtians, than the bad 
_ Charadter of being witty and profanc Teſters; 
Which can' only for. a.litcle time give them the 
ST, of ſome irreligious and ill diſpoſed per- 
ſons, whoſe praiſes are really but diſcommenda- 
tions; Whereasa truly pious and vertuous La 
dy, will ſtilljuſtly deſerve, and ever conſtantly 
receive the true eſteem and commendation of 
;- godiy:ſober.Menin this World; beſides ſecuring | 
h Bos wh Exernal happineſs i in the Next... 
«Therefore it any.!of our yain. Ladies defire 


aſlure_ 
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aſſure them, 'that their right way to it, is wiſe- 
ly and charitably' ro Judge themſelves, and 
not others, and inſtead of Jcering at others de-. 
fe&ts ro mend their own ; by firſt repenting of 
their own immoralities, and then being ſorry 
for thoſe that do-not the like for theirs ; for as 
wiſe Senecaſays, He that does good to another, 
does good to himſelf, not. only in the Conſequence, 
but in the. very preſent aft of doing it ; for the. 
Conſcience of well doing, i a very pleaſant ample 
reward in it ſelf; and therefore (I am ſure) tho 
ic be a very unmodith adyice, :yet 'tis. a very 
good Chriſtian doCtrin, not toundo a:Ladies 
reputation to pleaſe your own boundlels-and 
extrayagant fancy in being admired and 
choughr witty in doing miſchief,: and there- 
fore *cis rather a Chriſtian duty if you ſee 
your Neighbour lie under any affliction, or 
live under any imputation of ſcandal, that you 
are free from, to corre& your proud and high 
minded thoughts in fancying that by this you 
merit ſo much better than ſhe; but rather 
thank God, that he is more merciful to you 
than her, and be ſtill reforming other Womens 
faults, by your own good example, rather than 
continue to: inflame; them by your ſharp inve- 
tives, and malicious Cenſures, which often 
create bitter Enemies, but ſeldom make good 
Friends or better Chriſtians. 

Solomon ſays, Prov.20. 3. It is an honour to 
avoid ſtrife, but every fool will be medling; all 
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Ladies ought fo ro govern their Diſcourſes, as 
ro make 140k civil and obliging; not indiſcreer 
and Cetiforious; bur ro be __— thetime, 
£8} and company you are in; for airy talk, 
rs ne? ws 1 Re hotagree but lock ill 
ata fad, and grave Funcral aſlombly ; and fo 
on the other _ hand; an abundance of gravity 
and 'refervedneſs: muſt be very unbecoming, as 
being» 'vety unſuitable ro a Jovial Wedding: 
Company mer only'to feaſt, dance and be-mer- 
- ry; tor- then praviry would pals for a kind of 
diſlike as if you cenſured others jollity. _ 
We read 1n Sctipture'of Tongue Murderers, 
who tho they are bloudleſs, yer arernor guilt: 
leſs; and Sorlomon'ſays, That a whiſperer ſepa- 
rates thief Friends;1and yet how common is it 
among bur yain'young witty Ladies, to make 
defamation their ehief talk, and whiſpering of 
lies againſt their 199 7 tr the main Topicks 
of their Diſcourſe; if not the conſtant enter- 
 taitment of their Yiſirers, eſteeming it but a 
part of modiſh Repartee and fine breeding, ta 
ralily at and cenſureorhers, andito make [port 
at their infirmities ; nay often create falrs meer- 
ly ro make ſport, ſo they be bar wirtily inven- 
ted, no matter how unjuſtly they are raiſed; . 
ſure ſuch Ladies never read that faying of So- 
lomon, That to do miſchief is the ſport of a fool, 
and he that uttereth a ſlander is one ; and there- 
fore ſhe muſt be much worſe than a fool, that 
nor only vents, bur invents ſlatders. 


How 
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is | How common is''it-among our vain witry \ 
CC f 'Ladics, to makea quarrel; rather than loſe a 
e, | Jrer, anddiſoblige a good Neibhbour, ſooner 
& | than ſtiflea witty Jeſt; and ſoas the Wiſeman 
ll fays, make ſport with caſting out Fire-brands, 
o F never conſidering, (at leaft nor caring) that 
4 an unjuſtice done to your Neighbour is a fin 


apainſt God; for tho you really only aim it art 
your Neighbour, yet being forbidden by God, 
rdegen n- renders it a {mm againſt God 
| himſelf: And 'ris lictle tefs to Jeer at-any ones 
natural defects or infirmities, as being born 
» { vuply, crooked or the like, ſince 'tis in a manner. 
* |} reproaching God for making them fo.  _ 

But why ſhould I fpend time 1n taking no- 
tice of Ladies jecring at others ill ſhapes, bad 
faces, or little wit, when many of the young 
Atheiſtical fry of our times, are ſo profane, as 
to pick out faults, in Gods ſacred Word, and 
fo railly at, what my ought to adore, and 
can only hope to_ be ſaved by ; I am ſure our 
bleſſed Saviours DoCtrin is ſo far againſt the 
{ſcandalous abufes and cenfures of the Age, 
wherewith ſome reproach their Neighbours, 
who have been poſlibiy injurious to them; thar 
he forbids us to return them never ſo little, rho 
they are giving us never fo much, but com- 
mands us not to rail and jeer at them, that 
Jeer and rail at us; but to pray for our Enemies, 

and to do good to thoſe that ſpitefully uſe uz, 

God having inſtituted it as a Fundamental . 
I 4 Law 
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Law to Mankjnd, not to do our. Neighbours 
any harm, in. Body, Goods, or good Name; 


but to do them all the good we canin every of 


them, De! | 
- In ſhort, this is-the ſad and unequal deport- 
ment of. moſt vain handſom Ladies, both asto 
themſelyes, and others; which is to be angry 
with their Neighbours without a -Cauſe,. and 
never to be angry at themſelves, tho they have 
one, many of the vain Ladies eſteeming it a ſuf- 
ficient. ground of . quarrel, and anger, at other 
Young, Ladies for being more handſom than 
they ;. but forget fat the ſame time to be of- 
tended at themſelyes for being leſs pious than 
them, in not loving their Neighbours as them- 
ſelves, for if they did, they would never of- 
ter, what they would not take. 

Bur ſo vainand wicked.is our Age, ascom- 
mon Cuſtom, and little Conſideration, makes 
many of the vain witty Ladies to fancy, that 
Romantick Lies, and detraCting Jeers, are but 
Wind,which it granted, yet it cannot be denicg, 
bur the often repetition may unite them into a 
ſtorm of ſins; for does nor experience teach 
us, that light flakes of Snow, that ſingly ſcarce 
weigh any thing, being. bur a kind of half con- 


gealed Atoms, yet do often by their long uni- 
red Confluence ſwell into, an ability of de- 
ſtroying Houſes and Families in ſpice of their 


greateſt reſiſtance. 
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Solomon ſays, Prov. 16.27. That an ungod- 
ly Mans lips i as a burning fire, and in the very 
next Verſe ſeems to explain what he means b 
a burning fire; a froward Mar ſoweth ſtrife, and 
a whiſperer ſeparateth chief Friends, as I ſaid 
before; how common is it among the vain La- 
dies of the times, to leſſen their handſom 
Neighbours beauty,, meerly on deſign that by 
Eclipſing it, they might make their own ſhine 
out the Clearer, and often to raiſe ſcandalous 
Reports to blemiſh her Reputation among her 
Friends, and Lovers; it being indeed roo com- 
mon. a practice among them to whiſper a- 
bour ill Reports of their Neighbours as told 
them abroad from others, when really they 
were Coin'd at home by themſelves. O vain 
Ladies, if you will not for your own and 
ſhame ſake, at leaſt for vertue and honour ſake, 
abandon raiſing all wicked ſcandals on your 
Neighbours, and baniſh trom your praftice, all 
impertinent ſenſeleſs ſtrites, all cenfurin 
twatles, and wp offenſive ſcoffs, which tho 
a mode vice, is ſo great a Crime, as it truly 
requires a ſtrict Repentance, and a high Repa- 
ration for the offence to the Perſons fo injured ; 
and that ſuch ſcandalous Jeerers would for 
the future, as David ſays, Keep a Bridle in 
their Mouth, that they offend not with their 
Tongue; and ſo new mould, and well regulate 
it, as inſtead of uſing it as an Engine to rack 
their Neighbours Reputation with, _ may 
Ter Foe ' || ENCE- 
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' henceforward, employ and confecrace it to the 
{tring out, and ſtretching forth, their vertye 
und good namey and lcrall your ſtrife be in 
a pious Emulation of vertue and holineſs, and 
in religious endeavors who ſhall excel, and 
take place in the true-and conſtant praCtice of 
them, in their lives and converſation ; for in 
them conſiſts not only the pes wiſdom, 
higheſt wit, but alſo the beſt breeding, and 


moſt ſublime and ſplended beauty, being the 
everlaſting one of holineſs, beſides that of pure 
honour indeed; for Goſpel Heraldry muſt 
eyer be the very bell, for the greateſt Monarch 
in this World muſt live a ſinner, but the mean. 
eſt Woman in it, by her living a godly and 
vercuous life, may die a Saint, and therefore 


ic muſt certainly be much' better to live well, 'F 


and fo die happily, than to be born great, left 
rich, or look handſom for the beauty of a fair 
delicate Complexion, may be a Womans own 
purchaſe, not Natures pitt, and her high Title, 
_ andpreat Eſtate, may be left her by her friends, 
withour being in the leaſt mericed by her ſelf; 
bur to be highly pious, -and truly vertuous, 
muſt moſt certainly be the true and lawful 
Iſſue of a Womans own Religious inclinarions: 
' Therefore Þ ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe, with 
this undeniable Truth, That true goodneſs, is 
ttue greatneſs; and that Lady will be the grea- 
reſt in the other World, that lives the beſt in 


this. 
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THE TENTH 
DISCOURSE, 


Df French Faſhions and Dreſſes, now' uſed 
in England, by the modiſh Ladies, and 
young Sparks. | | 


© 
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TJ Nlvines tell us, that perfe& life may be 


(cen in ſhort mealures, and Painters aſſure 
us that exat beauty may be drawn in ſmall 


-& proportions, and experience ſhews us, that an 


infinity of words, is made of a few letters ; 


and 'ris approv'd: by the great Wits, and Poets 


of the Stage, thar a ſhort Prologue may ſuicr 
well with along Play ; and fince I do not here 
pretend, nor indeed ſo much as ambition to 
keep company- with their great Wit, I hope 
they will admit me to follow their ſhort mea- 
ſures, and by their example juſtifie this my 
ſmall diſcourſe from appearing very unſuitable 
to this large Theme. 

Solomon in his Character of a Covetous Per- 
ſon, ſays, He # one whom God hath given riches 
and honour to, ſo that he wanteth nothing of all 
that he defires, but God giveth him mot the power 
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to eat thereof ; Which is an evil Diſcaſe, becauſe 
ſuch a Man, wanteth even what he hath; what 
can ſuch a miſerable be call'd better than a ſad 
wretch, that makes himſelf a voluntary Slave, 
to labour. in the Mines of his own wealth, 
| and Vaſſal-like only to enjoy the drudgery 
Part for his own ſhare, making. his wealth a 
burden, withour reaping any'true pleaſure or 
advantage by'it; ſo-tharfuch a Man, -tho he 
be never ſo rich, muſt die in debt to himſelf; for 
he ſtrips himſelf of neceſlaries during his own 
life, tomake his Children-a Wardrobe after his 
death, | 

I am ſure the prodigality of our Londox 
Gallants is after a quite diflerent Manner; for 
ſo they can but make a Wardrobe for them: . 
ſelvesand Miſſes during their own lives, many 
of them care not tho they leave their Children 
in a condition to want neceſlaries after their 
death, which 'too many of them can juſtifie 
by woful experience ; ſeveral of their Fathers 
_ Eſtates, that did belong ta them as their Birth- 
right, by their Parents luxury, pride, and folly, 
have been made a facrifice to the extravagant 
expences, and vain profuſeneſs of their Miſtriſ- 
ſes pride, and their own ſottiſhneſs, as that 
they have left nothing to their Heirs of Inhe- 
ritance, but the wind, (as Solomon expreſſes 
it,) Prov. 11. 29. The certain loſs of their fa- 
thers Eſtate, and the uncertain getting another 
for themſetves if they can. 


| have | 
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I have read of a Philoſopher that was per- 
ſwaded by. his friends to leave his retirement 
for a little. time. to ſee a fine Shop plenrifully 
ſtor'd with all manner of rich things, and fine 
knacks, and being asked what he thought of 
all choſe rare things : I am thinking (faid he) 
what a World of things are here I do not want, 
for Rey more than we uſe, is more than we 
need. 1) 

I am confident if one of our fine Loxdon La- 
dies had been ſhewn that-ſight, and asked 
that queſtion; her anſwer /had been; what'a 
World of things 1 want that are not here, 
which much juſtifiesa Writers ſaying, that the 
ancient Latins called Womens Wardrobe, Mun- 
dus, a World ; yer T find in. the Map of Wo- 
mens ornamental. Dreſſes, reckoned. by 'the 
Prophet 1/aiah, the ſum total of them there 
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| named, to be but twenty one-; which clearly 


ſhews the vaſt difference between. the rwenty 
one years of Men; and the twenty one Dret- 
ſes of Women; for by the Law of our King- 
doms, all Mens years under one and/twenty, 
are not allow'd toreach diſcretion ; bur our 
Prophet ſeems hereto ſay, that by the Law of 
God, all Womens Drellcs,. that; amount | to, 
much more that paſs , beyond . twenty one, 
muſt exceed all diſcretion ;/ fox-certainly they 
muſt be roo many for Women to; wear, whom 
God declares:too many for him to like, -,,/ 
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- And" tho without any diſpute 'tis a fin to 
Goubr, that thoſe ornamental Dreſſes which 
the Treator thinks toomany, no Woman Crea-. 
ture but ought to eſteem more than enough; 
yet fo extravagant and phantaſtical are many | 
of our fine Ladies'and Gallants, as they are 


| ſofarfromeſteemin g that Number ſufficient, as 


they ſend almoſt every week to Pars, for fuch 
ſupplies of new faſhion Dreſſes, as one might as 
oon Climb up to the Top of all Numbers, as 
to F 5pe to reckon the numberleſs variety of 
Womens Dreſles; there belonging 'much more 
Ripging to fet oura young Lady, than a Min 
of War; ſo hard 'tis to eaſt yp the variety of 
parts, as now-adays belong tocompleat a great 


 Modiſh Ladics-Dreſs and Equjpage. 


- And therefore! I fancy an old Philoſopher 
gave both a good Reafon and true Character of 
the fathion of :rich Dreſſes, '' That *twas the 
deadl by catching Diſeaſ# of Women, and the fo0- 
HtifÞ paſſion of men. Tndeed I find no reaſon to 
believe any of theſe kind of Ladies are know- 


ing in Philoſophy, becauſe they cannot be lo- 


vers of Wiſdom, that are haters of Diſcretion 
which makes a main parr of it. But I have'a 
great deal of reaſon to believe that they are 
knowing in Satans Arithmatick, and too well 
underftand ſmful” SubrraQtion, and vain Mul- 
tiplication, ſincewe find fo many of them can 
Subtract rhe Ter Commandments to the 
{carce keeping of one, and multiply the twen- 
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ty one ornamental Dreſles, ro the uſing of hun- 
dreds. | 
And the worſt of it, is, that not one of thefe 
twenty one Dreſſes are a kin to thoſe S. Peter 
advifed the Women of his time to wear, which 


was not putting on Gold, or curling Hair, or what 


is Corruptible, but the Ornaments of a meek and 
quzet Spirit, 1 Per. 3. 3, 4 Which exactly ſuirs 
the true beauty of Religion, which the Apoſtle 
ſays, 73 of great price in the fight of God, for that 
will render Women of ſo pious a Temper, as 
tho the yourhful gaiery of their human Na- 
ture, may make them think of the vain dreſſes 
of the times, yet their ſanGtified minds will 


never let them forget to be true followers of 
the ſtate of Eternity. 


Indeed *cis a hard meaſuring Caſt, whether 


their variety of vain extravagant Dreſles, de- 


ſerves more Mens ſober piry, or contempr, 
moſt, I am ſure are fitter for either, thin m 

deſcription; yer I muſt be Charitable to them) 
tho they are far from being fo to themſelves, as 
ro wiſh chat theſe our fine young modiſh La- 
dies, and their Gallants, would ' keep more 
Commandments, and uſe fewer Dreſles, thax 
they might thereby leſſen their own particular 


_ vanities, and moderate the general Exg/iſhaut» 


cry againſt French faſhions, which many think 
have not only .over-run, but near deſtroyed, 
all our noble ancient great way of Living ; and 
grave kinds of ſober Dreſles, wit 2108 


Sure 
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"Sure if ourfine young Ladies and great Mo- 


diſts, would but alircle ſeriouſly reflect of whar 
moſt of their fine Clothes. are made, they 
would not be ſo proud to glory in, what they 
really ought-ro beaſham'd off; for the fine Silks 
we wear, are but the workings of poor little 
Worms, and our fineſt Cloth is made of the 
Wooll'of Sheep; ſo that our covering was but 
that of Beaſts, till our pride and vanity robb'd 
them of it. | 

And indeed our great adored Miſtris Mony, 
which all, of all ſorts reccive with fo great joy, 
and entertain with ſo high delight, as the on- 
ly crue happy, and undecaying Miſtris in this 


World, for all Love her paſſionatly at once, and 


what's yer ſtranger than all, both Sexes are 
ſtill 'conſtanc in their eager love, and great 
fondneſs of -her ; nay Solowow had ſo great an 
eſteem and:yalue for Money, as he faid it an- 
ſwered all things, yet if we truly look into its 
Extraction, we ſhall find it as very mean as 
that of our Clothes, for as Sexeca well obſerves, 
That: Gold and Silver were ſtill mixt, and never 
kept better Company than Earth and Dull, till 
avarice and ambition raiſed and parted them, 
and ſo they became our Maſters as well as Mi- 
feriſſes. w_ 
_..-O how ſtrangely is Apparel Metamorpho- 
ſed! We read in Gere/rs that it was firſt uſed to 
hide our Shame, but now 'tis worn to ſhew our 
Pride, and God knows if we truly conſider, we 
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| are very far from having any reaſon to boatt 
of our Apparel, ſince *tis but the cover of 
Shame and Sin, and therefore we ought to wear 
itbur as deep mourning for the great loſs of our 
dear friend Innocency. 

Nor cananydeny, but that Mourning is a 
Garment ficter according to the ſtricteſt nice- 
tics of our very preſent Modes, to denote true 
ſadneſs, than ſet out vain glory ; to manifeſt 
grief; than expreſs joy; yet ſo evil is our pre- 
ſent Age, as many of the wicked brood ot el- 
der Brothers, who as one ſaid, pray tor their 
Fathers lives, but not their living, plainly 
ſhew at their Fathers death, in what a manner 
they are concern'd for his loſs, (not theirs) by 
their chcarful Countenance, and Gay Lives 
which clearly Proclaim that they Mourned ra- 
ther becaule their Fathers lived ſo long, than 
died ſo ſoon, and fo make their long tuncral 
Cloaks, (which uſually weigh heavier on their 
Backs, than the cauſe of them on their Hearts;) 
rather a Habit of great Joy, than truce Mourn- 
ing. 
ut real Mourning hath nothing todo with 
our French Dreſſes, therefore this diſcourſe 
ſhall have no more-to do with it; and I will 
now return to my Subjeft, and mind you that 
the French have brought into gland fo mas. 
ny ſtrange Faſhions, as 'tis to be teared our 
young fry of Nobility, and Gentry, will eftcem 


piety and vertue as things quite out oi faſhion; 
| K Air 
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and uſe; and indeed their Lives cannot be 
more. extrayagant and -yain, than their Appa- 
rel, if I can properlygſay they have any leit. 
Certainly if Sir Fohn Sxckling had lived to 
theſe times, he might well have added to that 
pithy ſaying of his, 7his trifle Woman, will un- 
man wall, and uncloath us too, for Doublets 
are quite left off by all the Modiſts: And 
for the Breeches moſt of our young Sparks, 
and ſome of the old Fops have fol themeallo, 
being generally given by our Gallants to their 
Miſtriſſes, and by the meer 'Country Gentle. 
men to their Wives, which by the by, is anew 
Mode that contradidts the old Law, to con- 
found the Habits of ſeveral Sexes; ſo thar if 
our Women increaſe thus in Power, and our 
Men continue ſo in folly, 'tis very probable, 
that thoſe of the next Age may ſec our Engliſh 
Modiſts pi&tur'd as they doTruth, that's naked, 
Theſe ſort of Men, if I may properly .call 
them Men that have loſt their Manhood, ha- 
ving leſt off their Doublets, and yielded up 
their Breeches, have nothing on to wear bur 
_ their Coats, which may indeed ſerve to cover 
their Nakedneſs, but can never hide their 
Shame ; for ſo degenerating is their temper 
as to make themſelves ſervants to Women, 
whom by their birth-right they ought torule 
over as Lords and Maſters ; and what is worſe 
and ſtranger than all this, to be pleaſed and glo- 
TY intheir ſervitude. RY 
I read 
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- I read of a preat Politician that Counſelled 
his Prince, to reflect on the dangerous conſe- 
quence that might happen by admitting+ his 

> | Subjedts ro receive Penſions. from | forrein 
© | Kings; and his reaſon was, that forrein' food, 
- | was apt to breed forrein blood in them. And 
s | indecd'tis aſaying as very true, as old, that 
} | uſe is a ſecond nature; we being apt to like 
beſt, what weare accuſtom'd to moſt ; both hi- 
ſtory and our own experience afford us mary 
r | ſtrange examples of the nature of Cuſtom,and 
- {| among thoſe many, one of an Eng/iſh Gentle- 
7 | man, who was in my time in the Gallies at 
Marſeillies ; where by long Cuſtom of being ſo, 

{ {| he notonly grew a Contended Slave; bur if I 
r | may fo fay, a Voluntier; for he was a-good 
; [| Gentleman of the Family of rhe Courtnies, and 
/ 


& 


(as he ſaid) had ſome proſpeCt of an Eſtate in 
England; yet he choſe to continue thar Kind of 
Lite, rather than enjoy | his Liberty, which 
they ſay was offered to be procured for him 
» | which mad refuſal of his, has totally defeared 
r | half the French Proverb, That there can be no 
r | ſuch thing in Nature, azan waly Miſtru,' or 4 
r | hand/om Priſon. 
! 'Tis an old Curſe among the Turks, 1 wiſh 
, | you as little reſt as a Chriſtians Hat, andI wiſh 
it may not grow a new Curſe among the Chri- 
ſtians, wiſh you as little reſt as an Engliſh Fa- 
ſhion, for they are now ſo much Frenchefeed, as 
| they change oftner _ the Moon, and teſt 
A as 
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as little as the Sea, which is in a continual mo- 
tion:, And I think I may properly enough ſay 
of Faſhions, what a Writer ſaid of Serving. 
Men, ſuch as are extraordinary Tall are enter. 
tained for Porters to Lords; and ſuch as arewve- 
ry Low, are taken to be Dwarfs to Ladies, whill 
Men of a good middle-fize Stature, often want 
Maſters. | 

'Soall extremities of Faſhions are worn by 
many of the Lords and Ladies, bur a ſober 
moderate Dreſs few will entertain. 

' $0 much have theſe extremities of French 
| Faſhions infatuated our minds, and debauch'd 
our fancies, that thoſe that do not exaCtly fol- 
low -their Meaſures (tho they are above all 
needful uſe, and very much beſide all decent 
ſobriety) are eſteem'd as great Phanaticks, and 
Diſſenters to the gentile Rules of modiſh Dreſ- 
ſing, as any Nonconformiſt can be to the Go- 
vernment of Church Diſcipline. 

_ Thus we have fool'd our ſelves into ſuchri- | 
diculous extreams, as to make the French ſu- 
perfluities, ro become not only the Standard 
of our Faſhions, but the very neceſſity of our 
Apparel ; Paris being for Faſhions, like the 
Camelion tor its Colours, who gives them to 
all beholders, whereas in all others we receive 
them from the Ideas of things we meet with. 

And indeed the French Faſhions change fo 
. often, and coſt ſo dear, that many of our young 
Fops that are newly got into their Eſtates, but 

| not 
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\ not at all into their years of diſcretion, do fol- 


low their vain faſhions and ſo (to be eſteemed 


modiſhly well bred,) ina little time, are for- 


ced to fell their real Eſtates for ever; and if 
'ewere not for fear of grating your Ears with 
the unſavory found of a Clinch, I was juſt go- 
ing to ſay, that they are the very worſt ſort of 
Fools, that will ſell Ergl;/þ Lordſhips to buy 
French Manners. | 

As our Conditions are not alike, ſoour Dret- 
ſes ought not to be the ſame, for our Clothes 
muſt match our Revenue, as well as fit our Bo- 
dy, for great Expences become a poor Man, as 
a large Swztzers Breeches docs a Dwarf. The 
Colt of keeping a great Table, a rich Equipage, 
and a large Retinue, being only for a Perſon of 
great Quality, and good Eſtate; and he that 
ſells his Lands, only to live at ſuch a ranting 
extravagant rate, ina few Months ſhews his 
great folly, as well as merits the miſery of fad 
want. 

Apparel like a River, is only good and uſeful, 
whilſt kept within the Banks and Limits of 
Moderation, but when it begins to ſwell and 
break our into exctſs, it is ſo tar from being ule- 
ful, as ir ſtill proves pernicious if not deſtru- 
Ctive. | 

We read that the Romans were ſo very cau- 
tious and wiſe, as to baniſh our of their Re- 
publick, ſuch as ſhould attempt to give any 
new advice init, and I fancy the reaſon for it 
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was, that they believed there were more bad, 
than Men in their Republic ; and there- 
fore ſuch more forward to receive'ill Advice, 
than hearken to good Counſel... And fince [ 
put no Name here, I will venture to fay, 7were 
well the ſame Rule were uſed as to Dreſſes, and 
that any one that brought into England a new 
faſhion'd Dreſs according to the Paris Mode, might 
be baniſhed it; becauſe tis moſt certain there 
are more of our young Men-and Women, ex- 
travagantly given, than: vertuouſly inclin'd ; 
and conſequently more apt to- imitate a new 
Mode, eſpecially if a French Dreſs, than any 
ſober decent Apparel of their own Country 
Growth; for indeed it may be truly. ſaid of 
our Engliſh following French faſhions, what a 
Writer ſaid of Ariſteile, that whatſoever indi- 
geſted notions he vomited up, there were many 
young Philoſophers ready to lick them up; Iam 
ſure what extravagant taſhions the French wear, 
too many people are apt to approve and follow. 
Really I cannot now bur Jaugh, as well as 
- wonder, when I think hw our young Eng/ifh 
Nobility and Gentry, are tied and confined to 
the ſtri& Rules of the French faſhions; for 
our Evglifþ Judgments ( in that grand affair 
of Dreſſes) are only admitted to imitate and 
approve, and many imitate what they:do not 
approve; for their Fancies are not allow'd to 
invent or chooſe, ſcarce'add or diminiſh, but 
we muſt forſooth with animplicit Faith, reve- 
Vi% ED EL, Oy an hs EG rence 
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| rence what the French wear, and to be as infal- 
lible a rule to our E»g/iſh Modes, asa Church 
Decree is a Guide to thoſe of the Roman Faith. 

In a word, our young Gallants are grown 
fo very yain in their Apparel and Dreſſes, that 
deſiring to ſee change and exceſs of vanity, we 
need bur look on one anothers vain change of 
Dreſſes, being almoſt as diverſe as the Perſons 
that wear them ; and therefore 'tis impoſſible 
to view them all, bur I can give you inaline 

8 this exaCt and true CharaCter of them, 7hat 
our Modes are become the effefts of our vain fan- 
taſtick Prodigality, and more irregular Incon- 
ſtancy. 

Indeed all our vain expenſive French Dreſ- 
ſes, may make the Ladies or Gallants finer, 
but never better or worſer ; for Embroidered 

x Clothes to our Bodies, are but like flowers of 
Rhetoric in Speeches; they make the words 
ſound the ſweeter, but render not the ſenſe 
the betrer, ir may pleaſe the Ear, but ir does 
not improve the Judgment : Oc like ſilver Di- 
ſhes on a Table, they may ſhew their own 

, Coltlineſs, but chey make no addition or good- 
neſs ro the Meat they contain, whatever they 

may do to the fancy of the Eater, or Obſer- 

ver. 

Really if we would but allow Conſcience 
or Reaſon a Vore inthis affair, we ſhould ſoon 
be aſſured by them; that rchere appears more 
true wiſdom, and fatisfa&tion in giving one 
| K 4 Penny, 
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Penny, asan Alms-deed for Chriſt's fake, than 
in laying out many Pounds on bravery fo our 
own; more rcal fine in Clothing one fhar's na- 
ked, on a pious account of true Charity, rhan 
by bedawbing twenty tootmen in Gold or Sil- 
ver rich Liveries on the ſcore either of vani- 
ry or Faſhion, and that becauſe it ſuits the 
London or Paris Mode. For I eſteem Livery. 
men (excepting thoſe thar ate really neceſlar 
ro a Mans perfon and Quality) but jult fo ma- 
ny Porters that are hired to carry about a 
Mans pride and folly, and the ſeveral Colours 
af his Liveries to be bur ſo many Lures, and 
Jack Puddings to draw mens Eyes to behold a 
fair ſhcw, nor only of his own Pride, but often 
of his Merchants lofs ; tor 'tis now grown no 
cemmon wonder, eſpecially in London, to ice 
ycung Sparks Clothes, and their Footmens Li- 
vcri:s to laſt longer in their Merchants books, 
than on their own, or Footmens backs, and 
they turned off, before the Books are Croſlced 
our, | 

In a word, I with our French faſhions, may 
not prove fatal follies, by being foon natura- 
lizzd into Exg/ifh Cuſtoms ; for then lecthem 
te never ſo coſtly, ridiculous, and vain, like 
blackneſs among the ZArhicpians, the com- 
monneſs may remove their deiarmity, but can 
never ſmother the prejudices againſt them. 

[ will now only add this Conſideration tp 
eopciude all, in retercnce to our fine young 


Frenchefed 
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Frenchefied Ladies, and that is, that they would 
ſeriouſly reflect on the end of all their fine 
Modiſh Drefles, and their greater loſs of preti- 
ous time they waſt about them, which - occa- 
ſions their minding ſo much the fineneſs of 
their Bodies, as many of them negleCt by ir 
the care of their Souls, the beſt and only laſt» 
ing part; and therefore they ſhould remember 
that they muſt die cercainly, tho they now 
live pleaſantly, and then all their plenty of 


fine rich Frenchefied Dreſſes will be contained 


in one poor Winding: Sheer, and their exaCt 
ſlender thape in a Coffin, and all their fine 
Gallants, and conſtant admirers, will leave 
them at the Grave, where their Bodies will be 
only fit to be enjoyed by naſty worms. 

This (young Ladies) is the true Epilogue 
to the fad Tragedy of your vain Drelles, and 
whar's yet worſe than all, your Souls will be 
in as fad a condition as your Bodies after'death 
without a hearty Repentance, which can ne- 
ver be without a real amendment, in abandon- 
ing, notonly great Sins, but vain exceſſes, as 
well in Dreſles, as waſting time abour them, 
and that you come to eſteem them as Solomon 
did the pleaſures of this World, only as va- 
nity of vanities. 

Therefore all you young Ladies, that defire 
rocloath.your Souls in a Heavenly dreſs, adorn 
your Lives wirh conſtant Piety, and your Bo- 
djes.with madeſt and decent Clothing, ſuch _ 

| walts 
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waſts not too much of your time or Eſtate; but 
wear ſtill what is moſt generally worn, and 


then you may be ſure, that few perſons will ci- 
ther gaze or laugh at you. 


THE ELEVENTH 


DISCOURSE 
Of Worldly Praiſes, which all Ladies love to 


receive, but few ſtrive to merit ; with 
the ſad end of it and them, when they 


come to Die. | 


M/Pidy Praiſe is a Subject I ſhall write 


little of, for theſe two Reaſons, firſt chat 


* Ineed not write for it, and next that I dare not 


write againſt it; for as on the one hand it 
would beyain and ſuperfluous to make that 
my buſineſs to commend, what all Praile ;' ſo 
on the other fide, it would argue a great folly 
. cowrite againſt thar all the World writes for ; 

-therefore to prevent all Ican writing ſuperflu- 
ouſly or fooliſhly, I ſhall only glance chis Di- 
ſcourſe on the Worlds high eſteem, and eager 
ambition after vain Praiſes; the deſires of 
gaining it being as inſeparable from moſt Men 
and Womens Actions, as Light is from the 
Sun, or heat from fire, and thall only _ 
che 
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the common ways to it, and the uſual end of 
it, and them, when they come to die. 

Praiſe is that great Idol, which all people 
in the World adore and flatter as the Supream 
obje& of their pleaſure and delight, as having 
a perfeCt influence over all our ACtionsof what 
kind, degree, and quality whatſoever. And 
therefore* let: publick Writers ſay what they 
will, and pretend what they pleaſe, ſelf Praile 
is the Jack they all Bowl at, tho many takeſe- 


'veral Grounds to it. And tho ſome Writers 


are more humble, and reſerv'd ; more mode- 
rate, and leſs opinionaters of their own Wri- 
tings, leſs apt to Cenſure thoſe of others, that 
differ in Opinion from theirs, than uſually 
moſt kind of Writers are; yet all of them court 
Praiſe, tho in ſeveral ſhapes and differing man- 
ners. | 

Some court Praiſe by their ingenious Wri- 


ting, others think to gain it by their witty 


ſpeaking, and athird fort hope toprocure it 
by a diſcreet ſilence, grridny upon Wiſe Solo- 
mon's ſaying, a Man of wnderſtanding holdeth 
bus peace, and a Fool uſeth many Words. 

The fineſt Ware is uſually the cloſeſt wrapt 
up, and Silence is not only ſtill uſeful to ſhelter 
a Fool, bur often to diſcover a wiſe Man. *Tis 
wiſdom to ſpeak when one ought, and fol- 
ly when we ought not ; he needs much Reaſon 
that ſpeaks well, but alittle ſerveth him that 


| holdeth his Peace; fince he that takes upon 


him 
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him to ſpeak wiſely on a Subject, bur does ir 
ſimply, all hearers are Judges and witneſſes of 
his folly, but hethatis ſilent, none can juſtly 
tell whether he can ſpeak wiſely or not, and fo 
as to him, ought to hold their Peace, becauſe 
he does his. * | | 
There are as many Roads and Paths to 
Praiſe as there are employments, I think I 
might well venture to fay all Actions in the 
World, and hope of Praiſe is the common 


Guide and ConduCtor general to them all, ma- *& 


king the greateſt Enemies, and moſt diſtant In- 
habirants of the World, to agree in the/bands 
of unity and friendſhip. \ . WEE 

Praile is thegreatelſt of all Levellers, for ir 
brings the higheſt and loweſt degrees of Men 
ro an equality ; for the greateſt Monarch in 
the World, and the meaneſt Subject in his Sta- 
tion are alike as to their deſires of Praiſe, tho 
they vaſtly differ in the manner and degrees of 
aſpiring to it; Praiſe is as a Sum writ in Fi- 
gures, 'ris every Nations Language, and is, and 
will be every Countries ambirion. 

And 'tis well worth obſervation, that this 
thing called Praiſe, is fo light, airy, and vola- | 
tile, as tho few are ſuch Fools ro hope for a 
Livclihood ſolely from ir, yet many arc ſo mad 
as toexpole their Lives meerly for-it. 

Really the fine young Ladies need but open 
their Eyes, and they cannot but behold their 
partiality, in diſtributing of their Praiſes to 
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others, and in receiving others praiſes to them- 
ſelves; for if one of the Ladies is Miſtris of any 
one quality that they know is truly eſteem- 
able, they. believe all the World looks on it, 
bur then overſees, all their vices that are appa- 
| rently faulty; ſo very wicked many young 
Womenare, as to be more apt and ready, toſee 
and blame their own faults in others, than to 
conſider or mend them-in themſelves. 
And the like meaſures.they uſually obſerve, 
* as to the beauties, or defe&s of their bodies, 
if they have any part that is very handſom, 
they fancy all that look on them fix their eyes 
on it; but if their Noſe'or Eyes be ugly, they 
think none takes notice of them ; bur I de- 
ſire the Lady that pretends to praiſes af- 
ter this rate, to oblige me, or rather them- 
ſelves, ſo much as ſeriouſly to conſider this 
very plain queſtion. If you ſhould ſee a fine 
young Gentleman, of a fam'd vertuous Life, 
and moſt excellently well bred, and highly re- 
nown'd for his true humility, and great Cha- 
. rity; in a word, that was a Perſon indued with 
all the excellencies both of body and mind, 
that can render a Man compleatly perfect and 
' admirable, only that he wanted an Eye; pray 
ask your ſelf, if you ſhould not, be more ready 
to obſerve and blame the blemiſh of that one + 
Eye, than to praiſe any of all his Excellencies ; 
I am confident you cannot deny but you 
ſhould, and ſure ſuch a blind kind of impura- 
tion 
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tion in you, is as bad as the want of an Eye in 
him ; g perhaps he loſt his Eye by afir of 
ſickneſs, .as many doin the Smal Pox, which 
is now his great trouble, +bur never: was at all 
| his own fault, and therefore we ought rather 
to pity that. misfortune, than jeer at that de- 
fe&t: Or fuppoſc he mer thar loſs in his Infan- 
cy, and was in a manner born ſo ; might you 
not then as wiſely, and reaſonably, deſpiſe the 
rwo grand Seaſons of the Year, the Summer 
for being too hot, and the Winter too cold, 
when they are not too immoderate, but you 
roo fooliſh, for eſteeming them fo. 
\ There is no Womans beauty under the Sun, 
that is ſo intirely perfeC&t as ro be without ſome 
Fault, for then ſhe muſt be more than Woman; 
nay the very glorious Sun it felt is not without 
its Eclipſes; yet ſure none can be fo very fool- 
Hh as nor fo admire and praiſe its ſplendour 
and brightneſs, rhough'tis ſometimes obſcured 
with a Cloud. | 

Nor can you propoſe to your ſelf, that 'tis 
a think fitting or reaſonable -to deſpiſe: and 
railly any man, becauſe he cannot work Mi- 
racles, and perform” impoſſibitities, by raiſing 
the dead to life; for 'rwould be as ridiculous 
in any one to-hope to reſtore a loſt Eye, by 
wiſhing for ir, as you to change the Seaſons of 
the Year, by your blaming of them. 

Therefore let me adviſe you inſtead of rails 


lying at what cannot be help'd in others, 
. ſtrive 
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ſtrive to mend thoſe Faults which may be yet 
cured in your ſelf, which can never be well 
done, till you ſtill behold the defeCts of others 
with a ſad troubled Eye, which you cannot 
forbear doing, if ' you obſerve as you ought 
Gods Command of loving your Neighbour as your 
ſelf, tor his afflictions muſt be then yours, as 
well as yours are now your own: And his 
blemiſhes or faults would be but ſo many Me- 
morandums of your own frail defeats, and fo 
muſt render you more fit, and better diſpoſed 
to, ſupport thoſe of others, and rather make 
it your buſineſs to be concern'd for them, than 
your paſtime to jeer at them, 4 

In a word, the young Lady that enjoys that 
ſhare of beaury, which perhaps her Neighbour 
is troubled for the want of, let it not render 
her proud,” that ſhe is more celebrated than a- 
nother, bur rather let her expreſs her humility, 
and make it the preat motive of her praiſe ro 
God, that he has been fo liberal to her in this 
perfection. 

Bur ro return to my defign'd Subject, Praiſes 


that are not ſtampt with true vertue and preat 


merit, are but meer Air; all falſe Tonguescan 
flatteringly give them, but 'tis only your own 
vertues that can juſtly merit them. 

'Tis with Praiſes, as with Faults, they that 
charge you with thoſe you are free from, do 
you no real hurt, and thoſe that preſent you 
with praiſes you no way deſerve, do you no 

real 
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real - good ; therefore to apply to your ſelf 
the- right uſe of both, inſtead of being angry 
at others. for accuſing you of ſome vices you 
do not att; beangry with your felt tor acting 
the many you do, which is the true way of 
having Praiſes, and deſerving them roo. | 
-- Praiſe is not only the dearly beloved Miſtris 
of Chriſtendom, but alſo of Turky; for *twas 
Praiſe that was the occaſion of making the 
grand Vizier Muſtapha loſe ſo many Men betore 
zenna; for his Story tells us, that he did not 
attempt that Siege ſo much to ſerve his Maſter, 
| as to Court his Miſtris, more out of deſign to 
gain her, than out of hopes to take it; bur 
Muſtapha was as much miſtaken in his mea- 
ſures of Conquering his Miſtriſſes heart, as in 
thoſe of taking Yzenna ; ſor by deſtroying her 
Husbands life, he torally deſtroyed her Love, 
and ſo made his Miſtris to revenge her Hul- 
bands death, to beg the Grand Seignior to take 
away Muſtapha's Lite, which he did, and by it, 
ſhe ſhew'd her kindneſs to her Husband, and 
the Grand Seignior his Juſtice to her. 

'Tis deſire of praiſe and ambition that makes 
the French King imploy ſuch vaſt Sums of 
Mony, and Armies of Soldiers to work about 
his Palace of Yer/ai//es, which is rather a Pro- 
digy of Riches, than a Miracle of Nature; 
ficter to be wondred at, for the vaſt expences 
laid out on it, than to be praiſed for any agre- 
ablencſs about ir, except the MR and 

ater- 
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* | Water-works, which indeed excel all either 
of Rome or Florence, and conſequently the 
whole World ; bur for the Houſe ir ſelf, I could 
obſerve nothing in it extraordinary except the 
rich Gildings both within, and without; and 
therefore as to my ownopinion of the Place, I 
think there's nothing ſo wondertul in all thar 
glory, as thatany one ſhould ſo much admire 
it, having neither River, Wood, good Land, 
or pleaſant Proſpe& about it, being all round 
about cloſe beſieg'd by great coarſe and ragged 
Hills, which cannot add muchluſtre and glory 

To the Situation of any place of ſuch vaſt Ex- 
pence and Magnificence, foas to be Celebrated 

| by ſome as one of the Wonders of the World. 
We read in Hiſtory that Alexander the 
Great expreſſed much trouble, that he had no 
more Kingdomsleft him to Conquer; I am ſure 
the French King needs no cauſe of trouble, for 
want of more Hills ro Conquer and {ite 
about his Palace of Yerſai/zes, as long as he 
lives, tho he had more Men and Mony to em- 
ploy about levelling them, than now he has. 
Indeed ſuch a Royal Building of Magnificence 
well deſerved a moſt pleaſant and Stately Si- 
tuation, but it ſeems that King thought it more 
noble & better becoming his greatneſs to make 
one by the expence of Art, than to be beholden 
ro ane of Natures free bounty, that the World 
might know, he ſcorn'd ſo mean an. offer, 
whilſt he has Armies that can level Mountains 
; L as 
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as- s-plain as 'be pleaſes, and Mony ro. mount 
yer as high as he deſires. - | 

{And indeed if we range over fiot only France 
and' Zurky, but all:the whole World, we ſhall 
find that Praiſe'is the-Butt all ;:Shoot at, tho 
few hit the Mark; for if we/but look narrowly 
into Praiſes,'and conſider the Actions, as well 
as'the Perſons, they are commonly: great Flat. 
rerers; and the: breath of ſuch Peoif es, is-but 
like a Rain-bow, ' which is no: other: than a 
meer ſeeming” Colledtion of many bright. Co- 
ſours, without/any true ſubſtance, orlongidy- 
ration, one day -morhun > / the :folly of the”. 
other, and a few'days will ſhew you your own 
end, and with it the vanity of them all. 

* Therefore if the young: Ladies could; but 
pirfirade themſelyes to think ſeriouſly of the 
little reality there is in the Praiſes Men: preſent 
them, and the vain paſtimes the World deludes 
themwith ; both Women and Men will find 
that moſt of rheir delights are vain and. de- 
ſpicable, for the poſſeſſion. of much beauty 
breeds great pride, and high concern ; and the 
decay of itcreates in ſuch as much diſcontent 
and-envy atWhat they then loſe, and after: 
wards ſce others enjoy. - Ando 'tis the ſame 
.with many of Mens Worldly delights, which 
foon'become uneafie to the Mind, and often 
deſtructive to the Body; for.-a debauch of 
drinking makes moſt ſick and our of order af- 


ter it, and the enjoyment of handſom ill Wo- 
men, - 
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men, cauſes uſually foul Poeky Diſcaſes, (ſuch 
French puniſhment, ſuiting well with ſuch an 
Ergliſh tranſgreſſion) for the fondneſs of anun- 
* yertuous; Loye-placed on an unchaſt Womans 
beauty, js- like, the Fire of a Candle, which 
laſts no«longer. than it flames, and Candle like 
aſloon as'its flame is conſum'd, it preſently ex- 
pires in aſtinking ſnuff. So fuch a debauch'd 
. Love, ( Iſhould have ſaid Luſt) commonly 
ends with the odious. deteſting thoughts, of 
ſuch a foul and luſtful paſſion, which makes 
him then/loath the ſinner, as he ought ſtill the 
fin, and himſelf for having commitced the folly. 
And-if any one of theſe Venus Courtiers falls 
in Love witha truly vertuous Beauty, & hopes 
ro pain his baſe unchaſt deſires of her, by fierce 
Courtſhip, great adoration, large offers of Pre- 
ſents, & all theſe thick larded with the common 
falſe Oaths. of tho praiſes of her great beauty, 
and. his great and conftant Loye, the Lingua 
franca, ot all Gallants which all ſtill ſwear to ob- 
ſerve, but feweever deſignto perform, and there- 
fore handſom Ladies neyer ought to Credit;.for 
ſurely he thar ſpeaks what he does not believe, 
nene ought'to; believe what he ſpeaks,. but is 
bound in Conſcience and;Honour, to {light his 
Courtſhip, ard ſcorn his Offers, or elſe ſhe muſt 
do much worſe, ſlight herſelf, and reputation 
roo. "Tis a Proverbial ſaying, that Love ubling, 
T am ſure ſuch a fort of Loveris; for he will nor 


ſee the unjuſt deſires he makes to her, bur only 
Li2 minds 
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'minds the unkind returns ſhe makes to hin, 
without ever conſidering that __ ſpring from 
-her” Love to Vertue, and a good Reputation, 
Þut'vainly fancies *tis her Love to ſome happy 
[Lover, that's in her favour, and keeps him our, 
which diſquiets and torments his Amorous 
mind; with a fierce Jeatouſie, which'So/owon 
calls the Rage of Love ; and tho young Men are 
more' naturally enflam'd with eager deſires in 
thepurſuit of beauty, than otd Men are; for 
Ape toLove, is like Water to Wine, the more 
quantity- of Water, the leſs ftrength-in che 
-Wine; bur tis moſt certain old Men are asable 
Courtiers, and Lovers of Wealth, asany young | 
Men can poſſibly be; Riches being like the 
Sun, agrecable and comtortableto all, and in- 
deed nothing'is more common, than to ſee Co. 
vetouſneſs to grow in moſt with their Age ; 
and thereaſon of it in-my Opinion is, thar all 
otheryourhful fprighrly delights but that of 
gaining "Wealth; (decreaſes as Ape increaſes ; 
bur'the'/ pleaſure of Mony, all Men can keep 
as the Heathen do their Gods they adore, un- 
derLock and Key. 
© 'Bur- yer thisſo adored beauty, Riches, car- 
ries its troybles,as well as delights, for there's 
great|Mbour in procuring Wealth, trouble in 
defending and  preferving ir, and alſo great 
Cares in the well ſpending it whilſt one lives, 
and well diſpoſing of it when we die; and fo 
if we look over, and ſearch into moſt Worldly 
TP TL ERAS | pleaſures, 
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pleaſures and vanities, we ſhall find them as 
pete to the true repoſe of this life, as they 
arc to the felicities of the next. - 

Certainly there is ſome great Charmin this 
thing called Praiſe, that tickles the ear, in- 
flames the: heart, raiſes the ſpirits, enlivens 
the reſolution, deludesthe' reaſon, flatters the 
hopes, and deceives the ſight, by giving a falſe 
gloſs, and making a countericit repreſentation. 
of things; for, the Bait of Praiſes, for which 
both Men and Women fo ſtrive, and eagerly 
purſue, is ſtill painted and ſer our in the bright- 
eſt and moſt oriencal charming Colours that 
are imaginable, toalluce our eycs, inflame our 
hearts, and enliven our ambition. Rs 4M 

Bur the Hook that is hid in this Bait, thatis, 
the great dangers, hardſhips, and thouſands of 
vexatious diſappointments, that one muſt ne- 
ceſſarily meet, and run rhorow, inthe purſuit of 
this Idol folly,is ſo obſcure & artificially drawn, 
3s 'tis not commonly ſeen, but very ordinarily 
felr by many, in ſome to their loſs of Life, and 
to others of their greateſt ſatigfaftions in it. 

And aow to put my laſt finiſhing Touch tq 
this Picture of Praiſe, the Miſtris and Darling 
of the whole World, merhinks we ought nor 
to wonder that this adored heauty, is ſo Coy 
in her Carriage, and ſo difficult to be gain'd ; 
if we do hut refleCt, tho ina wholefail manner, 
the ſad overſights, great,miſtakes, and blind 
purſuits af its tolowers ; of- whom |] ſhall only 
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| ſay in general, that ſome are ſo caper in pazing 
ate" | Anair ſo over earneſt in. . va ſeeking 
it, as really moſt overſee rhe right way to it, © 
which is by true Piety, conſtant Charity, and 
a daily praQtice of Vertue and Godlineſs in all 
their a&tions: And no wonder-that ſuch as 
will not taketheſe bleſſed Guides, ſhould mi. 
ſerably miſs their way to it, and beſadly de- 
feared in their hopes of it. | 

And now having done with-my Diſcourſe of 
Praiſe, give me leave to change the Scene, and 
to paſs by the uncertainty of your mecting it, 
tho to refle&t onthe certainty of deaths meet- 
ing you, and the terrors that then appear at 
the endof a vain wicked lite ; and to beg the 
gain young Ladies Company or a little time, 
that -I-mighr lead rheir thoughts into the ſad 
and diſmal Regions of Mortality, - that they 
may now conſider it, to preyent it hereafter 
from ſurprizing them; and that they may car- 
ry their thou Io to: the Graye, before their 
friends carry their Bodies: 8 | 

The Seaſons gf 'our Liyes reſemble exactly 
thoſe''of the Year, the Summer of our Lite 
ſwallows up the Spring of our Youth, and the 
Autumn of our Age'makes us'todecline, as the 
Sun does daily of its yigorous hearand influ- 
ence, till all the fair days, and various pro- 
ductions of natyres beauty ar laſt yeild to old 
Ape Winter, as their Grave ; for as the Apoſtle 
fays, Tv appointed for every Man once to die, 


r 
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and one day is ſtillthe death of the other; and 


tho many things may keep back the thoughts 


of 'deaths coming, yet nothing can retard the 


time of his approach. 
And now I muſt humbly beg'our vainmo- 


diſh Ladies pardon, if I here a little mind them 
of the ſad concluding Scene of their Lite ; and 
in how miſerable a condition ſome of them 


mult neceſfarily bein when they come to die, 


and have waſted all their Life, in Vanity and 
Sin, little conſidering Reputation, and leſs: 
fearing Scandal}; little valuing Conſcience, and 


leſs eſteeming Eternity, cbr, 


% 


It has often come into my mind, that the 


fad end of ſuch vain Womens Lives, is like 


the laſt Scene of their Loves, to their Gal- 


| lants, which is juſt as an Ague turned upſide 
down, the cold fit after the hot ; for when the 
fiery paſſions of youthful Love are changed 


through their Inconſtancy , or worn out by 


Ape, or waſted by Sickneſs; for you know 


that Loves-vanity, is but of a ſhort date, ir 
either vaniſhes in the a&t, and is nipped 
in its gay and vigorous bloſſom , like the ten- 


der-leav'd Plants, by a cold Northern-wind; or 


elſe grows wrinkled and impotent, like crook- 


ed and deform'd ſhrubs, for want of fap and 
' moiſture, and ſo grows loathſom and detorm- 


ed as the grim Jaws of Death, that will too art 


-Jaſt come: with a dreadful ſtroak to level all 
our fair Cedars to the ground, and: make your 
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beauty (Ladies): toconſume away likea Moth 
fretting a Garment ; every Womanis therefore 
but vanity : and when you are thus brought 
to your Death-beds of pain and languiſhing; 
O then Conſider what a fad rondition you 
muſt needs bein, when you will find all your 
fond beauty and vanity going oft the Stage, 
when your life isjuſt expiring, when the ſcorch- 
ing thoughts of your paſt vain lite come to 
inflame your mind more fiercely, than the 
burning Feaver can your body, and thatthe 
mapane Frets of your paſt extravagant pride 
and vanity will torment your troubled Con- 
ſcience more, than ever before they pleaſed 
your ſenſual appetite, and that the ſhivering 
fit . of guilt, not only ſeizes your heart, -but 
Pierceth your very ſoul, with fad and. fober 
thoughts-of your paſt ſins, and the tri ac- 
count that you muſt ſoon give of them, and of 
the terrible puniſhments . you mult juſtly 
ſuffer for them; when perhaps you cannot 
comfort your afflicted Conſcience with the aſ- 
ſurance of having ſo much. as performed in 
your whole life one pious at&t, or charitable 
deed, when you had both time and means to 
have performed thouſands; and ſoas too ma- 
ny of you do, loſe the bleſlings of the other 
World, meerly for ſlighting Gads mercies, in - 
this. | : 
And farther *twill be well worth:the canſide- 
. Fation of our yain Ladics, that when they lie a 
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dying, the ſins of their life will flie about their 
troubled minds, as naturally as ſparks do about 
fire, and will lighten them to a clear ſighr of 
their pride and vanity; and their greateſt - 
trouble when they are leaving this World, is 
what will become of them when they are our 
of it; and truly ic will not be without great 
cauſe, fince their Conſciences will then aſſure 
them, thar their Bodily pain in this Life, will 
be but the Prologue or firſt ſtep to their Souls 
eternal miſery in the next. | 
Whereas a pious young Lady who with ho- , 
ly David, makes acovenant with her Eyes that 
they ſhould nit behold vanity, but obſerve Gods 
commandments as her chief ſludy aud delight ; 
by truly living in his fear, ſhe will certainly 
die'in his favour, and will find at her death, 
that her good Conſcience will be her real friend, 
and true comforter, and furniſh her with a 
chearful readineſs to ſubmit her will to Gods, 
which will never fail to protect her againſtall 
thoſe ſpiritual conflias and temptations of 
Conſcience, which {till rack and torture ill 
Womens minds when they come to die; for 
tho God caſts her on her Bed of ſickneſs and 
pain, yet he will be ſure tolift her up with the 
arms of mercy; and bleſs her with the afſſu- 
rance of a perfeCt ſtate of Bliſs, after her pain- 
ful life is ended; for tho Death be che wages 
of Sin, yet a Pjous death, is but the paſſage to 
a Heavenly Lite, And a Religious vertuous 
5mm {- Woman 


Bo” 


170 CHARACTERS 


Woman at her death will as certainly enterinto 
a ſtate of eternal Felicity, as an impious'vain 
and wicked one will into [that of deſerved mi: 
leech 67- Þi ECB 0 '7 
| alenien ſays; T hat the fear of God ts not only 
the beginning of wiſdom but the end of it; forit 
eeacheth you to tegulate your defires, and pu: 
rifie your aCtions, as it 'will make you. live 
well, in order to die ſo. - So that indeed our 
ood ations concur in their influence towards 
the happineſs of our fouls, as the Sun does in 
motion to the Dial; the/ Dial is nor the-true 
caule of the Suns-morion to it, yer by the Suns 
ſhining on the Dial, you may truly Judge of 
the true motion of the Sun. + y" 
- But leaving aſide that diſpute whether good 
works can only merit Heaven;' or not (as the 
Papiſts reach,)I am ſure living a pious vertuous 
life in the faith'of the holy-Jeſus, will certain- 
ly carry you there; this all 'Ladies know, but 
few- will praC&iſe,' or ſo much as think: of, 1 
mean as you ought; for you-uſually defer all 
thoughts of the other World;*-till you arejuft 
parting out of this, when alasthe time preſent 
3s only yours; for that paſt is no more, and 
that to come is not yet, ſo thar-you do but 
live between them both; the preſent be. 
ing the only time you can properly - call 
yours, for God well knowing what great Pro- 
digals you are of it, is ſfo/providently -merct- 
ul, as toxruſt you only with a Minute at a 
| | | SY Time; 
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Time; tor as he gives you one, ſo he ſtill takes 


away the other, as a Leſſon of inſtru&ion, not 


to rely on any time bur the preſent, and roper- 
form all your Chriſtian duties in it, as the on- 
ly time appointed you by God for it. And 
Ladies if you ' will but employ this preſent 
time as you ought, you will cercainly find 
time enough in. ir, to enjoy both the delights 
of this World, and toſecure you the felicities 
of the next. 

' By this all our vain Ladies maycaſily know; 
and 'joyfully conclude, that there needs: no 
great difficulty in obtaining Heaven, ſince it 
only requires, (asI have told you) a ſtrif pious 
and vertuous life to compals it ; which may ea- 
fily be done, if you will but ſpend half fo much 
time in ſerving your God, as you daily waſt 
in looking on your Glaſs; in praying for your 
Soul, as in ſetting out your Face, which muſt 
certainly, nay perhaps ſuddenly, ſtink, rot, 
and be eaten up by naſty Worms. And real- 


1y ſuppoſing there was no ſuch place of Bliſs, 


as Heaven tor the Godly, nor yet of Tormenr, 
as Hell for the wicked; yer a pious vertuous 
life, cannot but be'more healthful for the bo- 
dy, and more fatisfattory ro the mind, than 
exceſs, pride and vanity, can be to either. 
Next'ris worth your conſideration to think, 
how little true content moſt of you can find 
in this World, and how little time *rtis you 


gan enjoy that lictle you' do deſire ; for ſuch 


conſide- 
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conſiderations cannoc | t render you ſome: 
whart- ſenſible, of your great and extravagant 
folly in all your tudicrous ſports and paſtimes, 


unskilfully gaming away your fouls; ſo as in - 


a manner to ſet Eternity againſt a Moment, I 
mean, the Momentary pleaſures of this life, 
which cannot laſt, bits the joys of Heaven, 
which are everlaſting; and ſure there can be 
nothing more fooliſh than to rely on the dura- 
rion of your abode on Earth, as any ſolid and 
laſting poſſeſſion, there being nothing more 
frail and tottering than the Baſis your lite 
Nands on; for tho you are never ſo healthful, 
yet you cannot but find in your ſelf, ſome 
marks and ſymptoms of Mortality, which 
'may ſerve as Advertiſements of the inſtability 


of this your carthly being, which'is ſubject to | 


a thouſand Diſcaſes, and a torrent of Accidents, 
eſpecially in you fine young Ladies, whoſe bo- 
dics are fo tenderly built, and nicely compo: 
kd, as the leaving off a Hood, or wanting of 


a Skarf; the leaſt crum of Bread, that ſticks. 


in your Throats, or the ſmalleſt ſtop in the 
courſe of your Bloog, { I had almoſt ſaid or mo- 


tion of your Tongues) puts. the whole Oceo- 


nomy of your body in diſorder, if not utter 
ruin, witneſs as an inſtance of this accidental 
mortality, Pope Adrian, who as ſtory ſays, 


was choaked with a Flie; nay your very food, 


\ the ſupport and maintainer of your life, oyghr 
to be,a Memorandum of your Mortality, ſince 
Yo! 
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you cannot live withour it; and it fleep be the 


Image of &cath, you are by the very neceſſities 
of your nature, to dic every night, during the 


th. 


{| few-days you live. 


But whether you live long, or die carly, you 
muſt certainly Die; and you are in this as well 
as in all things elſe, to fubmirt your will to Gods, 
and to bend your greateſt endeayors, and - fix 


your ſtrongeſt reſolutions, in an intire obedi- 


ncetoit, which if you truly and heartily do, 
you muſt learn the great vertue, and Chriſtian 
perfection of ſelt-denial, and deſpiſe all thoſe 
worldly flatteries. and enjoyments ; mortifie 
all your exceſs of vanity and extravagant plea- 
ſures, that you may become truly amiable 


pure and holy in the ſtght of God : when you: 


live in compliance to. his holy Laws, and ſub- 


J mit inall things to his good will and pleaſure, 


who is all love and beauty irfelf, in the high- 
eſt meaſure and perfeC&tion ; and therefore the 
leaſt ſpot or impurity in your lives, is adirect 
violence and contradiction to the moſt excel- 
lent nature, and being of an inftnitely pure 
and holy God. 

And now before I quite finiſh this Diſcourſe 
let me beg one of you Ladies, to ſuppoſe your' 
ſelf to be in the aCtual poſſeſſion of all the 
worldly pleaſures you can fancy, that you 
enjoy as great honours as your ambition can 
aſpire unto,and as much Beauty, and Riches, as 


your vain apd Coycrous humor can thirſt at- 
74 cr, 
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ter, and as many rarities as your appetite can 
wiſh for, and that your Gallant was as king, 
handſom and conſtant as you could wiſh: [na 
word, that you thought him as beautiful, as 
ou think yourſelf; pray do but now conſider, 
whar all theſe will amount ro, at- the hour 
of death, and in order to ir, reflect a little ſeri- 
ouſly, what a weak Baſis your lite ſtands on; 
for according to the common Law of the Land, 
a Life is valued burar ſeven Years purcbaſe, 
and many times by the courſe of Nature, a Lite 
does not laſt halt ſolong. | 
Next if you will but condeſcend fo far to 
morrtific your ſelf, as to go and viſit one of 
theſe Lovers of vanity, and railliers of Religi- 
on, one of theſe coyneſſes of folly, and: de: 
ſpiſers of vertue, lying ſick on her Death-bed, 
paſtall hopes of recovery; and do butobſerve 
how her Wordsand Looks are-changed, and 
indeed the whole Scene of her Life, her Coun- 
_tenance being all ſhadow'd over with the pale 
and diſmal Colours of Mortality, inſtead of - 
her gay Vermillion paint; for all beauty and 
worldly delights vaniſh and leave, you: with 
our health, being like a Sun-Dial,”only uſe- 
tul, whilſt che Sun ſhines on it ;; then you ſhall 
find the bur naming her rich Diamond Pen- 
dants, and fine Pearl Necklace, her Embroide- 
red Gowns, and Coſtly: Points, will prove 
croubleſom to her, and rhe ſight or ſmell of her 


Jate beloved Dainties will then loath her Sto- 
| mach; 
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mach ; nay a viſit of herdear Gallant, whom 


ſhe was. ſofond of, and delighted in, will be 


odious to her ſight, as well as the thoughts of - 
having too much, lov'd him, will be grievous 
to her mind: Then her Bottles of Whirte- - 


' waſhes, or Coſmeticks will be thrown out, and 
filled with ſhowers of penitgnt Tears for ha- 


ving uſed them: Then her Boxes of Peeter, 


and Patches, 'and all her Ornamental knacks 


and dreſſes, ſhe was wont every day to waſt 
ſo much time about, and to take fo great pa- 
ſtime in, to.adorn and ſet. out her beauty, 
will, only ſerye to diſquiet her thoughts, and 
the.Praiſes of her beauty, will only ſerve to dil- 
quiet her thoughts; and the Praiſes of her 
JOY, will. þe but ſo many diſturbances. ia 
her Sickneſs,. and ſhe will be then as.much 
troubled to. hear them, as ſhe was formerly 
delighted to receive them, and proud in the 
vain thoughts of deſerving them, 


-- In ſhort, on her Death: bed, all her late dear- 


ly beloved; Vanities, will at that time appear 
her moſt afflifting Enemies ; and ſhe will then 


loudly | dealare;.that nothing [but a religious 
Life, --can/ produce, a Comfortable death; 


and will then tell you,that-if ſhe were the fole 


Miſtris of all the Riches of. both the dies; ſhe 


would pive it all for the bleſſing of a good 


Conſcience, for that never leaves one, in Sick- 
[neſs, or in Adverſity, but is. {till the beſt of | 
Friends, in the worſt of Times. 


THE 


- THE TWELFTH 
DISCOURSE. 
Meful Advites #t order to the vain modiſh 
- Ladies well Regulating their Beauty and 


(34 Lives. 


F Humbly beg the vain Ladies pardon for 
"beginning this Diſcourſe ſo uncivilly, as to 
tell them, *cis the Opinion of moſt ſober and 
obſerving Men, that many of you make bur a 
felt-deceiving Calculation in the account of 
your Chriſtian duties, and holy performances ; 
y fancying your fſelycs well ſecured, and di- 
hgently aCive, in the exerciſe of Gods Com- 
mands; and in your obedience to him, it you 
do bur riſe early enough on Suriday to go to 
Church in the Morning, and can ſo rem- 
perately as not to fleep at the Sermon in the 
Afternoon, and do ſay a kind of fiz'd Prayer 
like a ſhort Grace of a few cuſtomary words, 
"riſing and going.ro bed all the week after,which 
. perhaps may be ſaid more out of long habit, 
than. true deyotion. | 
- - How many Ladies are there, and thoſe of a 
-pood and ſober ſort, (as Women po now adays) . 
that fancy becauſe they. live Chaſt, _— 
WA \ Rt Bible 


Bible now and then, and miſs going to Church 
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but ſeldom, who are Charitable to the Poor, 


Loving to their Neighbours, true to their 


Friends, good will to all, and in love with 
none, (unleſs may be a little with themſelyves,) 
think they perform all Chriſtian duties per- 
feaHly, and therefore deſerve all Mens Praiſes 
truly ; and indeed they would not. think amiſs, 


_ if they would be bur near as juſtandexaCt to 
God in their daily account of ep time to 


him, as they are in creating daily freſh paſtimes 
and pleaſures to themſelyes, and that they - 
would meaſure out their time, according to- 


Goſpel Precepts, inſtead of imploying it in 


vain London follies and paſtimes, which among 
the modiſh Ladies, are partly theſe: 
So many hours for Dreſſing, ſo many hours 


- for receiving and returning Vilits, ſo many for 


the Play, and the Park, ſo many hours for Di- 
ning at this friends houſe, Supping with that, 
and playing late at Cards at tothers, or being 
ata publick Ball or Dancing at anothers, ſo ma- 
ny hours to ſleep a Bed to fatisfie Nature, fo 
many more to lie a Bed, to continue their full 
Face, and good Looks; beſides hours for go- 
ing to Court, to ſee new faſhions, and ranſack- 
ing Shops to buy new-faſhioned Silks and fine- 
ries, beſides other times of vain idleneſs and 
prodigality of exceſsand folly ; as ſucha great 
part of the Year for a pretended Diſeaſe, or 
rather diverſion at the you ſuch a ſeaſonfor 
an 
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an infirmity, or recreation at the Wells of Tux- 
Lie, or Epſom; to raffle away it may be 
our time and money, to be profuſe, and game - 
at publick Lotteries, or to charm-. or decoy 
ſome rich Heir, or Gallant for next Winters | 
ſervice ; and now Ladzes, when all theſe mif 
ſpent hours are abſtrafted out of the twenty 
four, beſides other parts of your lives accoun- 
ted; Tam afraid you will find fo great a con- 
ſumption and ill management of your time, as 
you do often too ſenſibly of your Eſtates and 
Money, and ſo miſerably condole thoſe loſt 
Minutes which you might have employed-to 
better purpoſes, in being ſoberly modeſt and 
pious, to have performed the duties of Reli- 
- gion, which is the only true pleaſure and pa- 
| ens of the ſoul: And tho ſome of theſe di- 
- vertiſements I know are not barely in them- 
{elves ſinful crimes, yet ſure they are no better 
than venial ſins, by their totally raking up, and 
ſo intirely devouring of young Womens whole 
. tUumnE. F: 
, 1. My firſt Advice therefore to the vain La- 
dies, is to alter the miſpending of their time as 


now they do, to employ it as really as they | 


oughtto do; which is in preparing to die well, 
rather than ſtriving tþ live high, or look fair, 
\ and /notto fancy they ſpend their time well, a+ 
mong ſuch as they bytloſe it with ; for as Sexc- 
calays, They are idle, who might be better em- 
ployed; lo ſuch Ladies live in ſome kind ill, that 
may live in-many degrees better. There- 
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Therefore as prudent Men manage and re- 
gulate their Eſtates, by dividing it into ſeveral 
proportions ; ſo much for Houſe-keeping, Ser- 
vants wages, Apparel, private expences, and the 
like; and. fo ſuiting their Income, to anſwer 
their ſeveral Charpes, according to their ability 
ro perform, as their occaſions require ; which 
neceſlary Meaſures, becauſe many of the young 
Eſtated Men will nor obſerve, they ſteer with- 
out a Compals, run they know not where, 
{pend they know not whar, and livechey know 
not how, extravagantly, without caſe or order. 

| Now Ladies to prevent ſuch an extravagant 
manner of ſpending, or rather waſting of your 
time, I ſhall adviſe you in order to the well 
managing of ir, not only ro divide it into fe= 
veral hours, for thar is already done to your 
hand, by many good Clocks and Watches ; 
but you muſt ſubdivide the hours of the day, 
into ſo many portions ſer out for devotion, bu- 
ſincſs, and paſtime, according to your ability, 
_ and conveniency, always giving place to the 
duties of Religion, the firſt and principal part 
in all your deſigns, and aCtions ; ſtill beginning 
the day with Prayer, and praiſes to your Crea- 
tor, Who made both ir, and you, in order to 
your . worſhiping and ſerving him, and by fo 
dividing the day into ſo many ſeveral parts, 
| and Stages of hourly employments, the 
changeable varicty thar's in them, will afford 


you variety of pleaſure, as well as buſineſs, to 
M 2 entertain 
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entertain and direct you, and prevent you La- 
dies from complaining, as I have heard many 
of you, O what ſhall we do to paſs away this 
afternoon, ſince you will ſee all the days buſt- 
neſs and diyertiſments marked out before you ; 
and really nothing more diſtraCts and vitiates 
vain young Womens minds, than emptineſs 
of buſineſs and employment, the want of 
which fills you up with the ill vapours of idle- 
neſs, that old Mother of wickedneſs, whereas 
certain hourly employments, fill and reple- 
niſh your fancy with ſuch diverſity of change, 
and buſineſs, as is able to ſuppreſs, and allay, 
all fumes of vain idle thoughts, from ariſing in 
your minds, and ſave you the expenſive trou- 
ble, of imitating many of the fine gay modiſh 
Ladies, who by chargeable means and ſtudied 
Arts, purchaſe ways vainly to paſs away their 
time, which by the courſe of nature, without 
their help, and beyond their power, runs away 
but too faſt of it ſelf. 
2. My next Advice to the vain Ladies, tho 
I am ſure "tis very good, yet I doubt 'twyll be 
little lik'd, and leſs follow'd; whichis toſhun 
the infeftious temptations of a vain London life, 
which often gets many young Ladies bad Re- 
putations, but ſeldom-good Husbands, Londozr 
being become the very Center-point, and Ren- 
_dezvous, whereall the vices and vanites of the 
Kingdom meet; yet theſe vices and vanities, 
are among many of the fine Ladies, ſo _ 
gilt, 
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gile, finely painted, and ſplendedly ſer our, as 
they are fo far from appearing deformed, as 
they feem beautiful and taking to moſt, I 
mean the inconſidering young Men of the 
Town. =. | 

Really the Air of Londovis fo infeted with 
Pride, Vanity, and Idleneſs, that *cis hard for 
one of you young Ladies to appear in young 
Mens Company, but you muſt have your Ears 
furrd with Oaths and Profanenels, or elſe your 
perſon Complemented with vain Romantick 
Courtſhip, which is not exaCtly applicd and fit- 
ted for any one Woman, but tor all handſom 
Women ingenera]; like falſe flattering Looking 
Glaſſes, which Complements not only one, bur 
every one that looks on them, nor ſtaying for 
a great beauty, bur ſtill flattering the firſt 

comer. 

Bur Piety and Vertue is ſtill like a' pure 
wholeſom Air, a comfort to all, and an Infe- 
Ction to none, and is fo far from diſlodging, or 
overcaſting the lightſomneſs of any lawful 
pleaſures, as it clears and diſſipates any dark 
Clouds of fears that may hang over them; for 
'tis moſt certain, Piety and Beauty, Recreati- 
on and Devotion, may live peaceably together, 
and yield a mutual aid and comfort to oneans 
other. 

Indeed if you Ladies would but uſe to mix 
Piety with your paſtimes, you would ſoon 
come to make a paſtime of Piety ; and then in- 

M3 ſtead 
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ſtead ofdiwiding the hours for vain Lo»dox plea- 
ſures, you would make them ſo many Meme- 
randums of the eflux of time, to put you in mind 
of the duties of Mortality, and of the hourly 
advances you make towards it, which requires 
hourly preparations for it; for the ſame hours 
ferve as well to tell you of, your approaches to 
Death, as todivide your pleaſures in Life, as 
the ſame Figures in your Watch ſerve to tell 
\ the hours of the night, as well as thoſe of the 
day. ; 
Then Ladies you will find that time laid out 
in Prayer and Devotion, is not ſpending, bur 
gaining time; and if you will but ſeriouſly re- 
fle&t, and heartily praCtiſe this great 'Truth; 
you will ſoon find, that Piety isas to advancing 
of worldly delights, and paſtimes, bur as Bal- 
laſt to a Ship, which does not hinder, but on. 
ly regulate its motion, not ſlackning bur ſted- 
dying its Sayling. | 
A fine Lady whoſe mind is only fraighted 
with the Airy Cargo of pride and vanity, can 
never ſteer ſteddy in her heavenly Courſe; but 
is ſtill croſſed from on {ideof folly, to another 
extremity of vanity, /for the want of the true 
bleſſed Ballaſt of godlineſs, which will Calm 
and diſpoſſets your mind of all modiſh yanities, 
and irregularities, and will allay all kinds of 
immoderare heats, raiſed by the Feaveriſh di- 
ſtempers of Womaniſh Paſſions, and will fix 
your affection on what is immovyable, and per- 
re pctual, 
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petual, and will ſoon cauſe you to abandon the 
vain empty undurable paſtimes of London, for 
the trueendleſs felicity-of Heaven, aud thu 5 
@ Heaven upon Earth, To love God, and keep 
his Commandments ; for then you will truly love 
Vertue, and conſtantly praCtiſe Piety, and 
only delight in the beauty of holineſs; which 
aSit tranſcends much, ſo it difters far from, all 
Earthly love, for that's ſeldom or never enjoyed 
with true quietneſs, long fatisfaCtion, or juſt 
and equal returns; for the moſt paſſionate Love 
we can fancy, as a Miſtris to her Gallant, or a 
Gallant to his Miſtris, is commonly of fo fickle, 
volatile, and inconſtanta nature, as if a Woman 
thinks her Gallant loves any other Woman, ſhe 
grows Jealous ; and if he fancies his Miſtris 
loves another Man, (as 'tis ten to one ſhe does) 
he becomes inrag'd, for as Solomon ſays, Prov. 
G. 34. Jealoufie 1s the rage of a Man, here on 
Earth tho moſt are Lovers, yet many arefaiſe 
ones, but in Heaven all are Lovers, and are 
true ones; ſince in your Heavenly Love, your 
att of loving, is the certain fruition of your 
Love: a Woman by loving Vertue, it becomes 
hers, but by loving a Gallant you become his; 
for ſhe that is under a Gallants command, can- 
not truly ſay ſhe is under her own. Ina word, 
all the Riches and Pleaſures imaginable, that 
you abandon for the love of God, you enjoy 
then all, in loving God above them all. 


—_— 
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And you may be certain Ladies, it you.can 
bur thus love God as you ought, you muſt de- 
ſpiſe the World as you ſhould, and then you 
will take more true delight in the title ofa good 
Chriſtian, rhan you did ever beforein the vain 
praiſe of 'a great beauty, and flight this, in 
compariſon of that, for a handſom Woman 
like the Sun, is to be eſteemed more for her 
: Vertue, than Splendor. Beauty is but a fine 

outſide Skin, i true Godlineſs is all plori- 
ous within, and will beſtow on you more Ce- 
leſtial beauty in the other World, than all 
your falſe Glaſſes, and Gallants falſer Tongues, 
can flatter you with in this. 

3- My next advice to you vain Ladies is, 
when you are putting on your fine rich Gowns 
- which ſo many of you adorn your ſelves with 
every day, with ſo great care, high excefs,. and 
vaſt expence,as' well of time, as mony, which 
makes many of you by being ſo over careful 
in ſetting out your body, to be over careleſs 
in looking after your Soul, in not allowing it 
perhaps ſo much as a clean ſhift of Repentance 
- once a Sunday, I mean apenitent Sigh or Tear 
in a Week, to blow oft, and waſh away your 
9ins, and Vanities, which your own corrupt 
Natures, and idle Company breeds in you 
every day : Therefore when you are putting 
on your new rich Gowns, if you could but 
remember at the ſame time, to Lace abour 
your hearts this Memoraxdum of the Prophet, 
| | That 
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That Worms are breeding under your Covering ; 
doubtleſs ſuch mortifying reflexions, would 
humble your pride, and abate your vanity; 
and not only hinder you from leading ſuch vain 
Lives, but wearing ſuch rich Clothes, which 
though they may exactly ſuir with the Rules 
of the Modiſts ; yet I am ſure "tis quite con- 
trary to the Precepts of the Apoſtle, who or- 
ders Women not to adorn themſetves with rich, 
but modeſt Apparel, as it rich Apparel, was not 
modeſt, nor to uſe painful Dreſſes, which is 
an excels of folly of another kind, by ſqueezing 
your ſelyes into a fine ſlender ſhape, by pinch- 
ing in, and thereby tormenting of your bodies, 
by ns your ſelves ſo ſtreight to take Mens 


ſight, as you can hardly take-your own breath; 
and if this be not great pride, and high folly, 
I confeſs I know not what is. 

-4+ My nextadviſc to the vain Ladies, which 
(I am ſure) isof great uſe, and high advantage, 
in order to their living vertuouſly, and dy- 
ing religiouſly, is this : Not only to ſhun, 
but totally to baniſh chat familiar companion 
of your Sex, Pride; I ſhall nor ſtrive here to 
divefar into the depth of this vaſt Ocean of 
iniquity; though all our actions run as natu- 
rally to it, as Rivers do to the Sea : Nor do I 
here pretend to make a ſubtile penetration, 
into any hard Conceptions of the ſinful na- 
ture, and wicked conſequences of this com- 
mon, (I had almoſt ſaid Womaniſh) join 
| Pride, 
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Pride, my deſign being not to-cnlarge on it, 
but only to preſent you with ſame plainuſeful 
advices, and directions: how to deſtroy, or at 
leaſt Countermine this raging Sin, which muſt 
be done by a common practice of humility ; 
which if young Women would but conſider 
truly, and follow carefully, it would ſoon per- 
ſwade them, to lay aſide their De/:/ah Creature 
of vanity, and to call in a more vertuous ac- 
quaintance of humility, and make her their | 
boſom friend; for Pride is one of theſeven Sins 
Solomon tells us God abominates, and Scripture 
aſſures you, That God ſtill rebuketh the Proud, 
and ever giveth grace to the bumble. 

Pride is now turned into a Cancerous hu- 
mor very apt to grow in all. young handſom 
Womens breſts, and in moſt it ſwells and ran- 
kles, ſo as to become noylom, not only to hu- 
mility, and piety, but indeed to very com: - 
mon Society; and 'tis cafie to obſerve, that 
many handſom Women, whom Nature hath 
preſented with a large proportion of beauty, 
which of it ſelf had bcen able torender them 
agreeable, and raking to all perſons; yer ma- 
ny of them do ſo (ully and overcaſt the glory 
of it with Pride, and ſelf conceitedneſs, as to 
give it a dilagrecable Air, and relith to moſt of 
its admirers,by their too apparent proud affect- 
ed eſtimationof ir. And *ris obſervable Ladies, 
that ſuclrof you as are always ready to place 


£00 high a yalue on your ſelves, are {til} apr to 
calt | 
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caſt too low an eſteem on others, and ſo cauſe 


moſt ro undervalue you, for your ſlighting 
them. Whereas the vertue of true humility, 
aſcends by the means of deſcending, as Trees . 
mount and flouriſh upward, by rooting and 


growing downward. 
Pride is a diſtemper of the mind, which 
moſt young Ladies are naturally inclined to, 
and eaſily infected with ; for the leaſt enflam-_ 
ing their beauty by Prailes, preſently turns to 
the filthy ulcer of pride, which is of ſuch an 
extraordinary malignant nature, as low birth, 
little wit, no beauty, great want, nay very ug- 
lineſs it ſelf, is not a ſufficient Cure and Anti- 
dote apainſt it; Solomon ſays, Want of Bread 
will not ſtarve Pride, and I am fure experience 
tcacheth us, that want of beauty, will not 
ſtarve ſome Womens proud fancies of being 
handſom, tho they have not the leaſt feature 
of it; ſo oyer-aptare young Women to believe 
themſelves fo, that if Men will be fo row ly- 
ars as to tell them they are beaucitul, they will 
be fo great Fools asto believe them, and rather 
credit other 'Mens words, than their own 
Eyes; fure Women fo blinded, ought above all 
things to. beg of our bleſſed Saviour, as the 
blind Man did in the Goſpel, Lord grant me my 
fight, that they might clearly come to ſee them- 

ſetves, and their own folly and uglineſs. 
Sure 'twould be impoſlible that handſom 
Women, could fo delight in this Deviliſh mw 
| Pride, 
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Pride, if they would but remember, that hu- 
mility is as well a certain improvement of 
beauty, as a conſtant inhabitant with vertue ; 
for humilicy makes alittle beauty appear great, 
bur Pride makes a great beauty to appear lit. 
tle; the firſt being raking to all, the ſecond 
odious to every one : The more beauty a pi- 
ous young Lady has, the leſs pride ſhe will 
ſhew, like a Pyramid, that ſtill leſſens as it ri- 
ſes, and as a Philoſopher faid, He i a brave 
Man indeed, whoſe wealth, honour, and power, 
wakes the leaſt part of his greatneſs ; lo that 
young Lady is a real perfe& beauty indeed, 
that makes the handſomneſs of her face, the 
leaſt pride or concern of her mind ; fo vaſt a 
difference there is between the verrue of the 
Soul, and the beauty of the Face; as Sexeca 
well obſerves, That YVertue is the only Immor- 
tal thing that belongs to Mortality, and we 
may alſo well obſerve, that the beauty of the 
Face is the moſt fading thing that belongs to 
frailty. Methinks our proud Ladies ought to 
remember the humility of David, who though 
a great King, was yet ſo humblc as to ſtile him- 
ſelf a Worm and no Man, but moſt of our ce- 
Ebrated beautics, are ſo far from the humble 
thoughts of eſteeming themſelves Worms and 
no Women, as they are ſo highly proud, and 
' ridiculouſly fooliſh, that like the Babel proje- 
Rors, they hope ro Toure themſelves as high 


as. the Heavens ; for fome of them fancy them- 
| _ -| * ſolves: 
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ſelves to beStars of the firſt Magnitude, a kind 
of Goddeſſes raiſed up to the Skie; but if you 
ask me how, I can but tel] you, they were 
only raiſed there by the lofty Muſe of their 
own vain imagination; and therefore ſuch - 
proud puftup beauties, are really but like your, 
| School-boys Paper-Kytes, which are only 
mounted into the Skie, by the Wind, and fall 
to the ground again aſſoon as it ceaſes to blow 
them up. 

Really if I durſt venture to give my free 
vote as to my opinion of beauty, I ſhould tell 
rhe Ladies that I think *tis a meaſuring caſt, 
and adiſputable Queſtion, which is moſt unſo- 
lid and unlafting, either the matter of this 
fine compoſition called beauty, which is in the 
handſomeſt Woman but like the fading co- 
lour of a Tulip, only pleaſant to the Eye; for 
a little time, and there's all; or the maker of it, 
which is no other than the various opinion of 
every gazers inclination, beauty having almoſt 
as many Fathers, as there are Men Judges of it. 

Surely theſe vain proud Creatures haveread 
the Story of Theodoftus, a Spaniſh Prince, who 
was raiſed to be Emperor for his good Face ; 
and therefore. think they may well hope to be 
raiſed not only to an Empire over Men for their 
great beauty, bur that they do well deſerve a 
great tranſcendency over the ordinary rate of 
Women-kind, bur indeed ſuch high beauties 
are at very beſt, but like Meteors, which are 

exhaled 
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exhaled but a little above the Earth, and are 
yer a preat deal below the Heavens. | 

But ſuppoſe I ſhould be fo highly Comple- 
mental as to allow theſe great beauries, the 
fall. Swing, and extravagant range of their own 
vain proud and lofty fancies; that they are as 
far above the ordinary ſort of Women, as the 
Skie is above the Earth, and that their motions 
were very generous and ſublime, imitating 
the Sea, which impatient to be confined by 
the bounds which God has given, is ſtill ſwe!l- 
ling and ſtriving tomount and raiſe it ſelf above 
the ſurface of the Earth; yet I would gladly 
| learn, becauſe I can no way fancy how they 
will pretend to be begot there, except it be by 
the Man in the Moon; and indeed that may 
poſſibly be ſome reaſon, why our great beauties 
are generally fo fickle and inconſtant in their 
Love, as receiving their great mutability from 
the influence of the Moon, as their immediate 
Parent. ' 7 

5. Therefore my next Advice to the vain 
Ladies, is ſtill to remember that though your 
beauties may be extraordinary, yet your lives 
can never be Immortal on Earth; and that 
your preat beauty, and | mhowp thoughts, muſt 
both periſh with you ; for -ir may be truly ſaid 
of great 'beauties, what the P/a/miſt ſaid of 
great Princes, 7 hough you are tiled Gods, yet you 
muſt die like Men ; ſo though you may be called 


Goddeſſes, yet you muſt die like Women ; and 
though 
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though your beauty could make as great a 
. Conqueſt of hearts, as ever Alexander did of 
Kingdoms, who had no more to ſubdue; yer _ 
as death has certainly put a period, to his ſuc- 
ceſs and life ; ſo he will certainly do the like, 
to your beauty and days. 3.36 
For indeed the greateſt beauty, is bur like 
the fineſt Glaſs, the more clear, the more frail, 
and eaſily broken; for alas, take beauty in its 
very higheſt Altitude, and greateſt vigour, 'tis 
a fabrick compoſed, and made up of ſo many 
tender pieces of ſuch brittle ware, and delicate 
Contexture, as the leaſt ſpot or flaw, in any 
one part, ſpoils, or at leaſt blemiſhes the luſtre 
of the whole; and as the Poet ſays, 


One that u all over Heart, 
Every place proves a Mortal part: 


Now Ladies-if you reſolve to be all over 
vertuous, and diſcreet in Reputation, ſo as to 
live Shot-free, from all the wounding 
Darts of cenſure, you muſt arm your ſelves 
with a clear and innocent complexion of ver- 
tue ; to procure which, you mult not only ab- 
ſtain from evil, but the very appearance of it, 
not only from doing bad Actions, and keepin 
td Company, but even the hearing, much leſs 
receiving vaitr praiſes; and as you ought to 
ſhew a general-civility to all,ſo you ought nor 
to give aparticular freedom to any. | 
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In a word, you mult manage all your a&ti- 
| ons with a ſtri& prudence, aperfet modeſty, - 
areal humility, a vertuous behaviour, and a 
conſtant fear of God in all you ſay and do, and 
theſe will gain you praiſes, and make you well 
deſerve to be admired ; for Solomon lays, Prov. 
31. 30. "Tis the Woman that feareth God ſhall be 
praiſed, and by ſuch a bleſſed and holy kind 
of life, you will fecure your ſelf againſt all che 
Cenſorious talk of envious bablers, againſt the 
venom of thoſe lying malicious Tongues, who 
are not fir to be believed, nor worthy to be 
feared. 
- Indeed Ladies, the beſt way to make your 
earthly beauty, continue good and laſting, is to 
be humble in your own thoughts, and not to 
pride, or value your ſelves more than: you 
ought; ſince *tis fo- vain, and uncertain in its | 
molt lovely colours and complexion; for this 
will give-Men a juſt admiration of your pru- 
dence and modeſty, and preſerve the vertue of 
it Immortal, beyond the duration of this fair 
and naked ſubſtance, which ſome ſudden acci- 
dent or diſeaſe can ſoon blaſt and rob of all its 
blooming and youthful vigour, ſtrip it of all its 
gay attirement, and you of that vain delight in 
. your own ſelf-admiration; ſo then beauty is 
only leſs commendable in her, who makes it 
her only pride and concern to ſetit off; and ſuch 
a Lady, thus trigg'd up, and furniſhed our, by 


great art and invention, by glittering apparel 
f | and 
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and proud oftentation, is bur like a fire of 
Straw, it may blaze much, bur it cannot laſt 
long, and whilſt it lights others, it conſumes it 
ſelf. But a handfom Lady thar's free from 
afteQation and pride, and is bleſſed with 
great Piety, and true Humility, is like the 
Heavenly fire in Moſes Buſh, which burnt and 
lighted others, and yet never conſum'd it ſelf. 

* A handſom woman thart is very proud, does 
but enjoy her beauty, as the Miſer does his 
Wealth, who does not ſo much poſſeſs it, as it 
poſſeſſes him; and therefore your truly pious 
Ladies, do but uſe their worldly beauty, as 
the Apoſtle ſays we are to uſe this World, that is, 
as if we uſed it not, by a godiy habit of mind, 
conſuming all 'the uſual vanity afte&ed by 
others in the pious refle&tion, that there's no 
true vertue, or durable ſatisfaCtion in it. 

We read in Gene/is that good old Abraham, 
made no other uſe of all his wealth, than to 
purchaſe him a Grave; O why ſhould not all 
rome Women imitate him, and though they 

e never ſo rich in beauty, employ it all in 
Purchaſing a Grave of Humility, to bury the 
duſt of their Pride in; and by ſo doing, they 
will certainly find a Reſurrection of true Glory 
out of it, which will raiſe to them Garlands of 
perpetual Praiſes, of ſo Heavenly a-nature, and 
vaſt an extent, as they will as much excel all 
the falſe yain glittering ſplendor of this World, 


as the noon-day brightneſs, ofa Summers Sun, 
MN -:- _ does 
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does the - ſmall glimmering light of a- little 
Glow-worm, 'which cannot be ſeen, but. by the 
help of darkneſs. | Na 
...6. I ſhallnexrt adviſe the yain Ladies, to re- 
ſolve to new mould their Lives in this Spiritu- 
al frame of Reformation, and to ſquare out all 
their actions by the GoldenRules of Piety and 
 Vertue. TI heard of a Gentleman that being 
dangerouſly ill of a Dropfie, went toa famous 
Phyſician tor his Advice, who bid him abſtain 
from all Drink for a T'welve Month, and it 
would Cure him: I am confident the like kind 
of Remedy. would cure the fine Ladies, let 
them bur abſtain from all vain thoughts on 
themſclves, and nor hearken tothe vain flatte- 
ries, and praiſes of others but for one Year, 
and 'twill certainly cure them of that Devi- 
liſh diſtemper of Pride; for by 'one Twelve 
Months baniſhing it, and.converfing only with 
vertue ang humility, which: are inſeparable 
friends, they will certainly make them fo reli- 
giouſly prudent, and happily vertuous, as to 
hate-and ſhun all proud deſires, and flatterers 
Praiſes, and cauſe them to love only thoſe thar 
Court them in the holy Language of Truth, to 
the Love of Godlineſs,; which is the very beſt 
way, they can. expreſs their;Love to you, or 
you. your Love to your ſelves; and truly La- 
dies I cannot ſee the, leaſt reaſon, why. you 
ſhould be againſt this holy, change, ſince it 
will not be a parting with, nor ſo much as a 
©. "E- 
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Retrenching of your loye delights; but rather 
be a better -means, to enlarge and improve 
them, by placing and fixing your mind, on a 
much more noble object, and a far finer enter- 
rainment, by tranſplanting your affections, 
into a far richer foil, from Earth to Heaven; 
from the fading vanities of this World, to the 
never decaying felicities of the next; and when 
once a young Ladies Inclinations are firmly 
rooted-iti a real defire and hearty endeavour 
for this bleſſed Change, ſhe will ſoon find that 
her Love will become ſo piouſly purified, that- 
inſtead of her fixing it on mortal Man, ſhe will 
only dedicate it to the ſervice of the ever living 
God, whoſe ſervice is {till true happineſs, and 

perfeCt freedom. AT 
Thenſuch aLady will be happy, above the 
low Region of all worldly flarterers and the 
more vain concerns of a fading beauty, ſhe'll 
not value the rallying ſcofls and contemprs of 
thoſe who deride her humble and ſtrict de- 
portment, now ſo much our of faſhion among 
the vain Ladies of our times; for ſuch a reform- 
ed Lady, whoſe mind is truly fanctified, will 
extract uſes of vertue, out of- ſuch extravagant 
Womens vanities, like the Bee, that ſucks 
Hony out of all ſorts of venomous Herbs, 
and like Fire, that turns all things within its 
compaſs to its ſelf; and ſuch a Ladies holy 
courſe of Life, will be ſteady and certain in 
its progreſs like the Sun m his daily motion, 
N 2 nothing 
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nothing of Storms or changable weather, can 
ever haſten, or retard its regular courſe; for a 
Lady thar's in the holy ſtate of true Mortifica- 
tion, .her conſtant Piety will ſo purifie and 
drawoff her inclinations from all yain paſtimes 
and modiſh vanities, and from thoſe foul dregs 
of impurity, that are the uſual attendants of 
a vain idle Loxdos Lite, that by this Transfi- 
uration of Mind, and pious habit of Life; 
ier Converſation will be as the Apoſtke lays, 
fixed up in Heaven, and we all know that the 
upper Region of the Air it ſelf, will admit of 
no-Storms or 'Thunder, for they are all formed 
below it. 
And farther that Lady who is fo bleſſed as 
. to have her heart touch'd with this Magnetic 
vertue of true pgodlineſs, her thoughts will be 
elevated to ſuch 'a heavenly pitch of ſpiritual 
vertue and religion, as ſhe will deſpiſe all the 
young, Gallants fine words, deep ſighs, and 
languiſhing looks, with all cheir high Praiſes, 
and ſhowers of Complements, which will 
work no more on her fanCtified Mind, than 
ſhowers of Hail on the tops of- well- covered 
Houſes, which fall off, as ſoon as it falls on, 
without ever touching any of the inward 
art. 
F And whereas our vain Ladies receive the 
_extravagant encomiums and flatteries;T might 
have almoſt ſaid Adorations, of their vain Gal- 
lants as the Lawful Iſſue of their own "_ 
ICC 
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ded Merit; a truly pious Lady, will only 
hearken to all the Airy Praiſes young Men a- 
ſcribe to her beauty, ro be but the Baſtard 
brood, of their own abundant fin, and folly, 
and ſhe will make ſuch pious reflections on 
ſuch young Mens overmuch praiſes, grounded 
on a ſenſe of her own unworthineſs of them, 
as ſhe will not only deſpiſe their extravagant 
ſpecches, but themlelves for ſpeaking of them ; 
which doubtleſs cannot bur be veryacceptable 
to God the ſearcher of all hearts, who ti! 
giveth grace to the humble. W 
Therefore Ladies, if you really deſire true 
piety and humility, I muſt adyiſe you again, 
and again, never to hearken with delight, or 
hear with belief, or indeed ſuffer with pati- 
ence, but ſhun with diligence, young Mens 
airy praiſes and Complements, nor yet coun- 
tenance their flatteries ; for multitude of Prai- 
ſes cannot but perplex young Ladies Minds, as 
many Lights ſtill confound the Sight; and 
therefore when you hear young Men give their 
Tongues ſuch looſe liberties, and over large 
ranges, in magnitying your beauty, remember 
ſuch high Complemental expreſſions are to be 
truſted no more, than the Chriſtian Flag of a 
Turkiſh Pyrat, which he only hangs our, that 
you might eſteem him your triend, that there- 
by he may make you become his Slave. 
Therefore Ladies keep ſtill about you this 
preſervative of your vertue, that you look up- 


on 


———.o——_—_—_—_ 


198 CHARACTERS 
on all the vain Gallants, that Court you with 
' high Complements, and great praiſes, to be 
but ſo many Fudas's that come to betray you 
with a kiſs, and do not believe: their Oaths, 
either on the account of what they ſwear, as 
to your great beauty, or their own true Love; 
for really flattery and vain praiſes, are now 
grown ſuch common Arts, among tond Lovers, 
as well as great States-men, and Complemen- 
ral 'Courtiers, as we often meet 'the truth. of 
their meaning, in the contradiCtion of their 
words. 

7, My laſt concluding adviſe to the vain 
modiſh Ladies is, when one of you is curiouſly 
beholding and admiring your fine Face in your 
Glaſs, and find that the great beauty of ir, 
raiſes proud thoughts in your: heart, (which 
1s almoſt as common among handfom Ladies, 
as 'tis for them to look in their Glaſs, which 
nothing can be more common) humble your 
pride with theſe mortifying refle&ions, that 
this very fine Face of yours, that you like fo 
much, love ſo well, andare fo taken with, and 
fond of, muſt unayoidably in a little time be: 
come loathſom, rottenneſls, ſtink, and corrupri- 
on, turn odious either to be ſeen or ſmelt, which 
iS as very certain, as mortality ir ſelf; and 
death you know is not only ſure'to meet you, 
but you. are expoſed by a thouſand accidents 
to\meet it, whilſt you are travelling in this 
Earchly Pilgrimage ; for the ſpritely gaiety of 
your 
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your bloſſom youth, can only let you know 
how long you may poſlibly live, but can give 
no adyance ſecurity how long you certainly 
will ; therefore young Ladies as well as old 
Men ought ſtill tro march under the ſafe Con- 
duct of a vertuous Lite, and not to truſt to 
the temptation of a long Lite, butto rely only 
on the bleſſed ſecurity of a good one. 

I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe and Book 
with the good ſaying of an excellent religi- 
ous perſon, That the waineſt beauty on Earth, 
cannot juſtly deny thu great Truth, that beauty 
is not abſolutely neceſſary to the good of this Life, 
but that Piety is eſſentially neceſſary both to the 
good of this Life, and the next too, ſince one 
may live well, without beauty, but one can nei- 
ther live or die well without Piety. 


